Sunday, December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
Serving us in worship today: Pastors Rusty Bailey and David Mayer;
Lay Reader: Emma Jean Becker; Music: Annette Stout;
Children’s Church: Stephanie Kauitzsch; Ushers: Fred Blumberg, Brett Owen,
Bryan Terp, and David Moltz; AV: Andrew Kuehne, Roxanne Heckmann

Welcome to Worship!
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, a people who love and follow Jesus
Christ, our Lord! We are blessed and honored that you chose to be with us
today!
As we worship today, we encourage you to fellowship with other believers in
a manner in which you are comfortable. Children will come forward for a
special blessing before meeting for Children’s Church.
(Ages Pre-K through 3 rd grade)
We invite guests to fill out a visitor card found in the back of the pew in front of you. The
back of the visitor card also has a place for prayer requests for anyone needing special
prayer. Please place cards in the box located on the Welcome Table in the Narthex. First
time visitors, be sure to pick up a red welcome bag in the narthex.

Please Stand

“Prepare the Royal Highway”
(Please see next page.)
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Prepare the Royal Highway

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1: 8-9, ESV)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.

P:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ,
he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

You may be seated.

–

“The Bethlehem Candle”

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” Verses 1 & 2
(Please see the screen for lyrics)
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“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold
and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old
and as in former years.

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless,
against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of
hosts.
5

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
2
sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise!
3
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.
4
All the earth worships you
and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.”
16
Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.
17
I cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.
18
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19
But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
20
Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me!

Luke 1:67-80
67

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
69
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
68

the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
78
because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
73

And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until
the day of his public appearance to Israel.
80

Please stand for the Holy Gospel.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor
of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written
in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,
and the rough places shall become level ways,
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping
with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for
7

Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
10
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever
has food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to
him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than
you are authorized to do.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?”
And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false
accusation, and be content with your wages.”
15
As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all,
saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.”
18
So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.
A: The gospel of our Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
You may be seated.

Bear Fruits In Keeping With Repentance”

Pastor Bailey

“What a Beautiful Name with Come Let Us Adore Him”
(Music video with lyrics – please see screen.)

P: Blessed be the Lord our God of all faithfulness. By your grace we receive all that we
need, and in this abundance may we faithfully share with all in good stewardship, this
that you have first given us. Receive this offering to the glory of your Holiness and the
work of Jesus Christ in the world. Amen.
Please stand.

“Let the Vineyards be fruitful”

pg. 86 LBW

♫ Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with
the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers

we offer. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to
come. ♫
Let us pray. Most merciful God,
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

If you feel comfortable, you are invited to come to the altar rail for Holy Communion.
Please bring your communion kit with you. If you would prefer to remain in your seats,
you are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion in place.

“On Eagle’s Wings” WOV 779; “In Christ Alone”

C:

We give you thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

“Hark, the Glad Sound!”

LBW 35

A: Go In Peace To Love And Serve The Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

Worship Service – 9:00 AM
Fellowship on Patio following worship
Sunday School – 10:15-11:15 AM
 Pre K-5th Grade in Educational Wing
 Adult Sunday School in Activity Center
 Lifebridge (Young Adult) meets in the Life Enrichment Center.

Confirmation Class – 10:15 -11:15 AM in the small kitchen

Has been sponsored the glory of God by Jud and Jody Alexander in sharing with our
community the joy of Christmas, the birth of our savior Jesus Christ.
Have been given to the glory of God by the children of Walt and Gladys Fruehling in
celebration of their 76th wedding anniversary today!
Have been given the glory of God by Jud and Jody Alexander in anticipation of the
celebration of the birth of Christ.
:
Attendance on November 28 was 109; Month to Date (November): $31,187.00 YTD
Offerings and Misc. $427,669.41 (2021 budgeted offerings is $470,000)
Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Kelton Lange
Sandy Wille
Teresa Kiel
Carolyn Westerholm
Brad Flippin

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Gladys Fruehling
Coreen Dube
Donald Jackson
Fred Blumberg
Jo Ann Lange

Nora Lavelett
Ronnie Glenewinkel
Dot Day
Laurie (Bogisch) Perryman
Harold Bogisch
Leia Hill

The Social Concerns Team is sponsoring an Angel Tree to help support the Santa Sheriff
program. This program takes gifts to every resident in each of the Seguin nursing homes.

Please choose an angel tag from the tree that has the amount that you wish to give or
choose a “state your own amount” angel. Write a check to Faith Lutheran Church, memo
“angel tree” and attach it to the angel. Place the angel and your attached check into the
basket by the tree. The tree will be on display November 28 through December 5. All
donations need to be at church by December 7. Thank you for participating and showing
your care for others.

Once again, as in past years, Faith members are called upon to participate in
the annual local Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. The Guadalupe
County/Seguin unit is known locally as the “go to” resource for offering
financial assistance with utility bills and rent, temporary housing, and disaster
relief. There is a sign-up sheet located in the narthex, for Monday, December
20th, Location for the bell ringing day will be the Market entrance of the
Seguin Walmart. Hours for Faith are from 9:00 AM—9:00 PM and time slots are 1 1/2
hours each. The Salvation Army will provide all the personnel protective equipment that is
deemed important: gloves, masks, sanitizing wipes, hand sanitizers, etc. Please
consider giving a gift of your time this holiday season and volunteer for a time slot.

The chancel area will be decorated with poinsettias for the Christmas season. If you would
be willing to share your plants, please bring them to church by 5:00 PM on Wednesday,
Dec. 22nd. If you would like your poinsettia to be in memory or in honor of

someone, please call or email the church office
(communications@faithseguion.org) with this information by noon
Friday, Dec. 17th, so that a complete list of names can be published in the
bulletins. Poinsettias will need to be cleared from the sanctuary by Dec. 30th.
Before leaving your plants at church, please label with your name to make
identification easier.

The Altar Guild and Worship committee are in need of more volunteers to assist with
communion preparation, clean up and during worship. Please contact Susan Foerster at
830-305-2035 if you are able help.

Monday, Dec. 6

Prayer Group

10:15 AM

Tuesday, Dec. 7

Men’s Bible Study

7:30 AM (AC)

Tuesday, Dec. 7

Staff Mtg.

9:00 AM

Tuesday, Dec. 7
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Wednesday, Dec. 8
Fri.-Sat., Dec. 10-11

COMMITTEE Mtgs.
Quilters
FLY
Hand Bells
Choir
Living Nativity

7:00 PM (AC)
9:00 AM
6-8:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
6:00-8:00 PM

Mark your calendars for some exciting Christmas season events happening at Faith!





Friday-Saturday, December 10th and 11th- Faith is hosting a Living Nativity both
nights. Church youth groups from the community are joining our FLY group and a
“Drive-Thru” Living Christmas will be on display.
Saturday, December 18th – Christmas program rehearsal for ALL Sunday school
children (including HS youth) 9:00 – 10:00 AM
Sunday, December 19th – Our “Faith Family Christmas Celebration” will be held
during our 9:00 AM worship time! What a glorious morning it will be!
Friday, December 24th – We will be holding two Candle Light Christmas Eve services.
Join us at 4:00 or 7:00 PM to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

The worship committee is looking for interested people to volunteer during worship and
special services running the AV equipment. Don’t worry, you will be trained… and it’s not
that hard! WE NEED YOU! See Roxanne or Andrew Kuehne if interested!

Faith has teamed up with a service to give you the ability to send your
offering online in the same way that many of you already pay bills and
purchase products. We offer this service as a convenience to you - you
can stop writing checks or having to remember to bring cash every
Sunday. Simply log in to our service and set up your offering. We have
had this in place for some time now. A link is available right on our
website: https://faithseguin.org/online-giving/ Or you may click here
https://members.myeoffering.com/#/landing?church_id=5083 to go directly to
myEoffering site to sign up. Even better – scan this QR code with your camera!

Thank you to those of you who have been dropping off items for the Christian Cupboard.
The December item is canned or boxed food items, any variety or brand. Total number of
items collected as of November 30, 2021 is 75. Keep up the great work!

The Endowment Fund Committee is now accepting applications for the distribution of the
2021 Endowment Fund earnings. Applications can be picked up in the church office or can
be found at www.faithseguin.org. These applications must be completed and returned to
the office in a sealed envelope by December 6, 2021. If delivered or mailed, please indicate
the contents of the envelope on the outside.

Our worship usher teams are looking for new members! If you would be willing to
volunteer your time once a month, please contact Bill Ermel. Thank you in advance!

