Sunday, September 12, 2021
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost and First Responder Sunday
Serving us in worship today: Pastors: David Mayer, Rusty Bailey;
Lay Reader: Tim Bogisch; Music: Annette Stout, Ushers: Jud Alexander, Mark Herbold,
and Cecil Schulze; Children’s Church: Kim Kauitzsch;
AV: Roxanne Heckmann and Andrew Kuehne

Welcome to Worship!
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, a people who love and follow Jesus Christ , our
Lord! We are blessed and honored that you chose to be with us today!
As we worship today, we encourage you to fellowship with other believers in a
manner in which you are comfortable. Please be respectful to one another
concerning face coverings and social distancing. Feel welcome to join in
fellowship on the patio for refreshments following worship.

We invite guests to fill out a visitor card found in the back of the pew in front of you. The
back of the visitor card also has a place for prayer requests for anyone needing special
prayer. Please place cards in the box located on the Welcome Table in the Narthex. First
time visitors, be sure to pick up a red welcome bag in the narthex.

Please Stand

“My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” LBW 566
1) My country, ’tis of thee,
sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing:
land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims’ pride,
from ev’ry mountainside let freedom ring.
2) My native country, thee,
land of the noble free, thy name I love;
I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills;
my heart with rapture thrills like that above.

3) Let music swell the breeze,
and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song;
let mortal tongues awake; let all that breathe partake;
let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong.
4) Our fathers’ God, to thee, author of liberty,
to thee we sing: long may our land be bright
with freedom’s holy light. Protect us by thy might,
great God, our king.

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1: 8-9, ESV)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.

P:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ,
he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

“Lord God, heavenly king…” pg. 80 LBW
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
♫ Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.

Amen

♫

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.
Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the
citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I
asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and
concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province
who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is
broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”
4
As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I
continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said,
“O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear
be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray
before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins
of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's
house have sinned.
In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was
before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in
his presence. 2 And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not
sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much afraid. 3 I said
to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the
city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed
by fire?” 4 Then the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the
God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant
has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers'
graves, that I may rebuild it.” 6 And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside
him), “How long will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the
king to send me when I had given him a time. 7 And I said to the king, “If it pleases
the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River,
that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, 8 and a letter to Asaph,
the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the

gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house
that I shall occupy.” And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of
my God was upon me.

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them:
if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who
teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of
mercy, with cheerfulness.
6

And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
42

A: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

The Cause and The Courage”
“Blest Are They”

Pastor Mayer
WOV 764

(Please see following page.)

Blessed be the Lord our God of all faithfulness. By your grace we receive all that
we need, and in this abundance may we faithfully share with all in good
stewardship, this that you have first given us. Receive this offering to the glory of
your Holiness and the work of Jesus Christ in the world. Amen.

“Create in Me a Clean Heart…” pg. 96 LBW
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, And uphold me with your free Spirit. ♫
Let us pray. Most merciful God,
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

“The Church’s One Foundation”

LBW 369

1) The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
2) Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued.
3) Though with a scornful wonder This world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping: Their cry goes up:“How Long?”
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.

4) Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest
5) Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face.

A: Go In Peace To Love And Serve The Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

Has been sponsored this morning to the glory of God by Pat and Missy Sagebiel in loving
memory of Dorothy and Luther Sagebiel and Boyd Harrison.
Have been given to the glory of God by Tim and Jo Ann Bogisch in honor of all Guadalupe
County First Responders.
:
Attendance on September 5: 89; Month to Date (September): $6,145.00 YTD Offerings
and Misc. $291.999.41 (2021 budgeted offerings is $470,000)

Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Kelton Lange
Sandy Wille
Teresa Kiel
Harold Bogisch

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Gladys Fruehling
Coreen Dube
Pat Sagebiel
Carolyn Westerholm

Nora Lavelett
Ronnie Glenewinkel
Dot Day
Laurie (Bogisch) Perryman
Donald Jackson

We honor our First Responders on the 20th anniversary of 9/11 with a fellowship brunch
following worship today. We encourage everyone to join us as we welcome and offer
thanks to our first responders. Adult Sunday school will not be held. Children will get a
chance to have a bite to eat and then their leaders will gather them for a shortened class.

Faith Lutheran Preschool has been busy all summer. But our Full-time 2-year-old class will
begin a new group of students on September 1st, and our Pre-K students and MMO class
will start the school year on September 7th. The teachers have been decorating rooms,
planning lessons, and meeting parents and students. School supplies have been bought,
but there are still many items the teachers would like. If you would be interested in donating
any of these items, there is a sign-up list in the narthex. Please sign up next to an item that
you are able to donate and return the item to the church or preschool. Thank you for
volunteering to help stock our classrooms with supplies that will be used to help us as our
teachers and children grow and learn together this school year!
The Call Committee will be handing out a Congregational Survey to all members at our
church services on September 6th and 12th. If you cannot attend, they will be available
during the week in the office. Please give this survey your prayerful attention - we value your
insight in the selection of our new pastor. Please return this survey by Sunday, September
19th (in person or by mail). A collection box will be placed on the Welcome table in the
Narthex. Thank you so much for your input! Your Call Committee

The following congregational members are serving on the Pastoral Call Committee:
Dianne Chambers; Matt Sherwood; Chase White; Brandon Westerholm; Brenda Bloch; Fran
Braun; Diane Terp; Laline Jensen; Carly Goetz. Please keep them in your prayers as they
discern a long term pastor for Faith Lutheran Church.

Faith was blessed with a visit from a courageous couple, Jacob and Carol Lee. The Lees are
missionaries with Reaching Africa’s Unreached and are currently living in Uganda. They
need some items to take back with them and this is where our Church can help. They have
requested reading glasses (NOT PRESCRIPTION) in powers of 1.25 and 2.00 and Ibuprofen
(i.e. Advil ) in any form. Any money given will be used for scholarships or water wells (one
water well cost $8000.00). So please be generous. We have 3 weeks before the Lee’s return
to Uganda. Thanks for your help. Mission Outreach Team
The South Texas Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet is Thursday, September 23, with
both a lunch and dinner seating. There is no charge. This is an opportunity to find out about
the activities of the center, hear of the progress on its building campaign, and listen to a
wonderful speaker on the value of life in the womb. The deadline for registration is this
Friday, September 17. Remember to choose time and menu selection. Poster and
information are on the kiosk in the narthex. Please register as soon as possible.

Faith is in need of volunteers to help staff the nursery during worship and Sunday school
hours. PLEASE contact the church office if you are able to volunteer your time. (i.e. one
Sunday a month, etc.) We have several young families that could benefit from this!

Caregiving is one of the greatest challenges and opportunities most of us experience in a
lifetime. Belonging to a support group can be a lifeline on this journey. Listening to others

who are living similar experiences, and sharing your feelings in a supportive, caring, and
confidential setting is healing and often reassuring.
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church is hosting a community Support Group for Caregivers
currently caring for loved ones with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Dementia, and other aging
issues.
Meeting at 10:00 a.m.in the Family Life Center
Wednesday, September 22, repeated Saturday, September 25

Future dates to be determined by the group.

Facilitators are the Rev. John and Faye Van Deusen.
You can reach Rev. John at (830) 305-5658 and Faye at (830) 305-8851.

We will be re-evaluating the return to receiving communion wine and individual wafers
from the trays, served by our pastors and altar aides at the communion rail at the end of
October. When we make the change, those who wish to continue the use of disposable
kits instead may also come forward and receive a kit from an altar aide. Those who are
unable to come to the altar may remain in your pew and communion will be brought to
you. The Altar Guild and Worship committee are in need of more volunteers to

assist with communion during worship. Please contact Susan Foerster at 830-3052035 if you are able help.
Thank you to those of you who have been dropping off items for the Christian Cupboard.
The September item is peanut butter and jelly, any variety or brand. Total number of items
collected as of September 7, 2021 is 48. Keep up the great work!

Monday, Sept. 13

Prayer Group

10:15 AM

Tuesday, Sept. 14

Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast

7:30 AM (AC)

Tuesday, Sept.14

Staff Mtg.

9:00 AM

Tuesday, Sept.14
Wednesday, Sept. 15
Wednesday, Sept. 15
Wednesday, Sept. 15
Wednesday, Sept.15
Wednesday, Sept. 15
Thursday, Sept. 16

Council Mtg.
Quilting Group
FLY
Joyful Noise
Hand Bell Choir
Chancel Singers
Hope Circle

6:30 PM (AC)
9:00 AM (AC)
5:30-8:00 PM
6:00 PM (choir rm)
6:15 PM (Sanc)
7:00 PM (choir rm.)
2:00 PM (AC)

All of Faith’s music groups have resumed weekly rehearsals. ALL groups always welcome
NEW MEMBERS! PLEASE consider joining us! You DO NOT have to be any kind of
“accomplished musician” or be able to “read music”! We all just make music to the Glory
of God! (And have fun doing it!)
 Joyful Noise – This group is for students K-8. Joyful Noise meets Wednesday nights
from 6:00-6:30pm in the choir room. There will be singing, ringing and playing

instruments, while the focus is faith development. Leanne White is the leader of this
group. Contact her at lwhite@faithseguin.org if you have questions.


Hand Bell Choir – The Hand Bell choir meets and rehearses on Wednesday evenings
at 6:15 in the Sanctuary. Faith Lutheran owns a four octave set of Shulemrich Bells,
and we enjoy ringing several different styles and genres of worship music!



Chancel Singers- Our adult choir meets and rehearses on Wednesday evenings at
7:00. We perform during church services on an average of once or twice a month and
enjoy several different styles and genres of music!

Faith is in the process of preparing an online/printable church membership directory. We
are asking members to submit a photograph of yourself or your family that you would like
to appear next to your name and information in the directory.
Simply follow the link below to easily upload your own photo to insert into the church
directory. On your phone? Snap a quick “selfie” now and upload.

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/9b6a99b2-0293-454e-a083ae8822f90ad6/family/new
If for some reason the link does not work for you, you can email your picture
to communications@faithseguin.org or drop one off in the church office. Look for more
information concerning this new directory in the weeks to come.

