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From the Desk of Pastor Rusty Bailey
Altar Flowers
in August
1st—Kerry &
Mary Koehler
8th– Albert &
Irene Menn
15th-Available
22nd—Available
29th-Ted & Doris
Engelhardt

“Words of

Faith”
in August
1st- Stan & Nancy
Wieding
8th-Albert & Irene
Menn
15th-Ed & Joyce
Engelhardt
22nd– Kerry &
Mary Koehler
29th-Available

Interim ministry is intentional and planned out. It is intentional in
purpose and planned to engage you, the congregation, in matters of faith,
vision and mission. Our faith is continually challenged because this is how it is
strengthened. Without tests and perseverance, faith becomes weak and is
easily compromised by the circumstances of the world. Tossed to and fro and
troubled by all the winds as scriptures describe those of little faith. (Eph:4:14)
In times of change, it is good to consider the vision that defines Faith
Lutheran. Consider Peter’s vision of the great sheet with all kinds of animals
on it. (Acts 10) This vision defines God’s grace is for everyone. How would you
describe this congregation’s vision? Mission needs to address how the vision
is lived out. Thinking in this way prepares you for new leadership. And this
brings us to the tasks of the call committee. There is a great deal of
preparatory work before any letters inviting resumes are sent, but that is the
due process. This is the task at hand presently, preparation. Focus and
direction, we need to be diligent and as committees come together and work
begun, let us all be of one mind, seeking who God is preparing for us.
The call committee has been named, and those called to serve have
prayerfully accepted this calling. You can also participate as part of this
committee. With prayer and encouragement, each of us can play a major roll
to the calling of Faith’s next spiritual leader. During this time it is important
that each of us hold each member of the committee in prayer. I am sure that
each of you individually and together pray for our Church Council and each
member accordingly. For our Call Committee, let us take our prayer from what
the Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians.
“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you (them)
the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes
of your (their) hearts enlightened, that you (they) may know what is the hope to
which he has called you (them), what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:17-20 ESV)
We also need to remember to pray for the pastor the Lord is preparing for you.
Remember the verse from our Gospel reading from John 3:27, “A person
cannot receive even on thing unless it is given them from heaven.” This is the
power of prayer. Our Lord promises to give to all according to their needs. It is
our responsibility to make supplication. May we all be of one mind, and that
the mind of Christ Jesus, praying to our Heavenly Father to hear our prayers
and grant us His grace. Amen
Pastor Rusty
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From the Desk of Pastor Mayer

August
Birthdays
01 Debbie Lehmann
01 Chuck Powell
02 Diane Ratliff
03 Larry Ratliff
03 Laura Nash
04 Boone
Westerholm
05 Diane Terp
05 Chrissy Crawford
06 Manuel Ramos
07 Ava Koehler
07 Christian Koehler
07 Ronnie Foreman
07 Kelton Lange
08 Colleen Eckhardt
09 Louann Fischer
10 Elaine Kalkwarf
11 Ronnie
Glenewinkel
12 Bill Ermel
12 Hagan Boysen
14 Laura Beedy
15 Sue Blumberg

Several Things…
Five Smooth Stones
Before David became king over Israel he was a shepherd of sheep. He had to handle
the heat of the sun, the cold of winter winds and the dangers of wild animals, even
bear and lion. In addition, as a shepherd that might be away from people for long
stretches of time, he filled the emptiness with a growing relationship with God
through prayer and praise.
Then one day he was sent to his older brothers who were with the army of Israel.
The army had a unique problem. There was a giant man whose name was Goliath.
He made fun of Israel and mocked the God of Israel and invited someone to come
and fight one on one.
When David heard this and saw that no one stepped up to answer the challenge, he
became angry and jealous for the honor of God. He said that he would go. After all,
he had killed bear and lion that had come after his family’s sheep. And, after all,
God, was alive and cared about his people and would be there just as God had been
there for David fighting the dangers of the wilderness. Everyone thought he was
crazy but let him go because they were not willing.
Goliath was nine feet or more tall, covered in armor and was trained for warfare
since his youth. He stood waiting for someone to fight. On the way David stopped by
a stream bed and picked up five smooth stones. What are stones against armor,
swords and spears? Actually, every one of those stones would fly true and straight
and do the job. But it only took one. The giant was slain and God delivered Israel
from the oppression of an enemy that had come to plunder and kill.
Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, meaning people, but against
principalities and powers. We too face giants that rob us of peace and wellbeing. But
we too can pick up five smooth stones that the river of God (Holy Spirit) has
smoothed and made just right to overcome what the enemy sends our way. Keep
them with you at all times just in case giants taunt you and desire to destroy the good
God wants for you.
First, pick up the stone of the Wor d of God which leads you to God Himself and
establishes you in truth. Second, pick up the stone of the Name of Jesus that God
stands behind and the enemy cannot stand against. Third, pick up the stone of the
Blood of Jesus, by which we are forgiven and made holy before God and protects us
against all accusation of sin. Fourth, pick up the stone of the Holy Spirit who gives
us wisdom and gifts and fills us with power. Fifth, pick up the stone of faith, which
demonstrates a life aligned with the goodness and power of God and depends
completely on what God can do. Learn the use of each stone and wield it prayerfully
and confidently.
Contemporary Service
We want to reach this generation. A traditional service will not speak to everyone,
and it is not right to take away the traditional service from those who enjoy it. So, we
will have a contemporary service on August 8 at 11:30 AM in the sanctuary. Come
join us. Help us get it off the ground.
Hospital Visits
Please let the office and especially us pastors know if you or your loved one is in the
hospital.
Men’s Prayer Meeting
Our men’s prayer meeting begins with fellowship, snacks and a short devotion and
ends with prayer. We are done in 45 minutes. Come join us on the third Monday of
the month at 7 pm at church. Invite a friend. It’s good to partner with God in prayer.

Church Council Communication Corner
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Here are the highlights from the July meeting:
Fire Com of Texas presented a proposal to install an alarm system for
the entire Faith Church properties with costs ranging from $28,000 to
$30,000.
 Altar Rail Communion will commence with the distribution of the selfcontained wine and wafer elements.
 James Robertson was selected to conduct the 5 year outside church
audit.
 The Council will have a called meeting on July 18 to establish a final list
of Council and Congregation members to be asked to serve on the
Senior Pastor call committee.
August dates:
Aug. 1
Pastor Moberly will be preaching and presenting on his
World Missions ministry
Aug. 22
The Blue Grass Band will be featured in the worship
service
Aug. 29
Carol and Jacob Lee (Pastor Mayer's sister) will preach/
present


Communion Update
We will return to receiving communion wine and individual wafers
from the trays, served by our pastors and altar aides at the
communion rail on August 15. Those who wish to use disposable
kits instead may also come forward and receive a kit from an altar
aide. Those who are unable to come to the altar may remain in
your pew and communion will be brought to you.


The Altar Guild and Worship committee are in need of more
volunteers to assist with communion during worship. Please
contact Susan Foerster at 830-305-2035 if you are able help.

August
Birthdays
17 Bonnie Pfeil
17 Kevin Pfluger
19 Cori Taylor

20 Jaxson Harvey
22 Ted Engelhardt
24 Maddy Coleman
24 Chase Boenig
24 Melissa Poole
24 Adalyn Scaramozi
25 Andy Kuehne
25 Katharine Schievelbein

26 Jan Howe
26 Jo Ann Lange
27 George
Mammarappallil
28 Lydia Whitwell
29 Caull Casey
29 Dale Borgfeld

Christian Cupboard Item of the Month
In the month of August, the Christian Cupboard states that with
school beginning soon, their most needed items are breakfast
cereals. This includes any type or brand.
Please bring your donations to church through August 31st and
place them in the basket in the narthex marked
Christian Cupboard. Faith’s members have been
wonderful supporters of the Christian Cupboard, and
the Social Concerns Committee thanks you for your
ongoing generosity.

30 Brandon Westerholm
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August
Anniversaries
01 Kevin & Fonda
Mathis

02 Stan & Nancy
Wieding
08 Roy & Katherine
Biediger
11 Mark & Gail
Herbold
11 Ronnie & Linda
Foreman

14 Ed & Joyce
Engelhardt
15 Derick &
Stephanie Kauitzsch
19 Bill & Irys
Hicklin
20 Dale
Faith& Teresa
On
Borgfeld

26

Tour
Projects
Paul &

Elaine
Kalkwarf

31 Ted & Doris
Engelhardt
31 Ryan & Megan
Kelm
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Why Can't Life Be
Easy?
At this time in the life
of our nation and with
all that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride

Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

Why does life seem to be so hard? It is one
of the age-old questions that can challenge our faith in God as the all-loving, allknowing, and all-powerful deity that we profess him to be. Why do humans
experience hardship, suffering, sickness, and persecution? How can God allow
these terrible circumstances to befall anyone, let alone his faithful children?
In the Church, we are quick to place blame squarely on sin, and rightly so. For we
live in a broken world where sin and evil cause chaos, confusion, and so much
pain. But why does the God who loves us and holds the power to end our hardship
and misery allow it to persist?
I certainly do not have all the answers, nor do I claim any expertise on this matter.
Like many other Christians, I earnestly believe that God loves us, knows
everything, and is completely powerful to do anything that he so wills. So I also
revisit this subject from time to time. Today I found comfort in Paul’s words in
Romans 5:3-5 that reminded me that God is at work in the midst of our suffering:
“…we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not
put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”
So even though God does not cause our suffering, Paul points out that God is at
work through it to produce perseverance, character, and hope in us. Therefore
instead of bemoaning the suffering and hardship we experience in this life, Paul
exhorts Christians to rejoice in it as a sign of the Holy Spirit’s work in us. And in 2
Corinthians 4:8-9, Paul reminds us that God will never leave us nor forsake us: “We
are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”
If you ever feel all alone in your suffering, remember this Good News: God is at
work in you and will never abandon or forsake you! He will give you strength. As
people of the cross, we know that we will experience hardship and suffering in this
life. Jesus promised this much in John 16:33! Yet we walk in faith trusting that
Jesus has overcome the world. In his goodness and mercy, God will never abandon
or forsake us but instead will give us gifts of strength, character, and hope.
And this is Good News not only to sustain us through the hard times, but it is also
to be shared as a witness to the world. As we walk beside those experiencing life’s
difficulties, may we have compassion as we gently share the Good News of Jesus.
They are not alone, not abandoned, and not forsaken. Even though we may not be
able to see it in the moment, we believe that God is at work in the midst of the
brokenness and pain to develop perseverance, character, and hope. Life will not
be easy, but with God at work in us and through us, it is still good!
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of
Harvest Workers, an online ministry training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in
Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any
questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.
© 2020 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission.

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO
Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Kelton Lange
Teresa Kiel
Donald Jackson
Sandi Wille

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Gladys Fruehling
Pat Sagebiel
Harold Bogisch

Nora Lavelett
Ronnie Glenewinkel
Dot Day
Dorothy Burris
Carolyn Westerholm

Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy & Jody Schievelbein
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Ch.in Pharr, TX
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole
Dietz
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara
Fischer
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Nancy Rodgers, aunt of Gail Herbold & Lisa Warren
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Kaye Weaver, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue
Blumberg
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara
Edwards Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Chris Marek, friend of Debbie Vogel
Phillip Twilley - bro-in-law of Doris & Ted Engelhardt
Donna Hamilton, family of Pat Bodine
Jon McDaniel—friend of Mike and Candi Andrews
Rob Wuest—brother of Julie Sherwood/Matt Sherwood
Bill Patek—father of Lisa Boenig

** Please note: if someone you
have placed on this list has
been helped by our prayers,
please notify the church office
so the person's name can be
removed. Thank you for your cooperation.

Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy & Jody Schievelbein
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Dennis & Monica Melton, friends of Katharine
Schievelbein
Dwight Vorpahl, nephew of Clarice Ullrich
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Terri Hinson & family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Sharen Carley, friend of Fonda Mathis
Leroy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt
Bill Schade, friend of Hope Circle, Work Crew & Faith
Oscar Boelter, brother of Melvin Boelter
Taylor Canell, friend & family of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Lindsey Taylor Knight, friend of Cathy Wensinger
Brenda Hallmark, niece of Jodi and LeRoy Schievelbein
Kristy Denison, friend of Katharine Schievelbein
Janet Essler, friend of Katharine Schievelbein
Gene Brown, friend of Bryan and Diane Terp and Faith
Sally Liberty, friend of Susan Foerster
Ric Landvatter—friend of Faith Lutheran
Ian Beck Family—grandson of Pat Bodine
Liza Herrera—niece of Angie Rohde
Sophia Oliver—cousin of Lisa Owen
Amelia Kerns—great-granddaughter of Lydia Whitwell
Judy Campbell—friend of Emma Jean Becker
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Preschool News
Submitted by Preschool Director Lisa Owen

The Summer Extended-Care class is making a big splash at Faith Lutheran Preschool as
they enjoyed a few wet and wild “Water Days.” The front lawn of the church was filled
with water slides, sprinklers, lots of wet children, and lots of laughter. The class also
celebrated the 4th of July by visiting the Field of Honor and creating patriotic hats,
necklaces, and edible flag treats. The fun continued with “All Things Summer Week.”
Students got crafty by creating paper pineapples and even experienced planting a real
pineapple to watch it grow. Campers were seen sitting around the campfire in the EC room
during Camping Week. Who doesn’t like hanging out in a tent and eating s’mores?
The Fulltime Twos Class started the month of July by walking the plank! Yes, matey! They
read books about pirates, sailing ships, and treasures and painted pictures of pirate ships
and treasure chests. During Ocean Week the students enjoyed hearing stories about sea
plants and animals, learning about the oceans, and eating ocean-blue jello covered with
waves of marshmallows.

Patriotic Play
“P” is for
Pirates and
Puzzles!

4th of July
Fun!

A Happy
Camper

Picking in the Pineapple
Patch

JOIN US ON
FACEBOOK @
Faith Lutheran
Preschool
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WOMEN OF FAITH IN AUGUST
Charity Circle—Monday, August 16th, in Activity Center at 7:00 PM
Love Circle—Tuesday, August 17th, in Activity Center at 9:30 AM
Hope Circle—Thursday, August 19th, in Activity Center at 2:00 PM

Time to Buy School Supplies for LWR School Kits:
This is the time of the year when people start thinking of school and school supplies. The stores have
their shelves full of school supplies and the sales are on. So please remember to support the Women of
Faith in providing school kits for Lutheran World Relief. In November 2020, Charity Circle sent 316
school kits to Lutheran World Relief (includes those packed in fall of 2019 & 2020). We could not have
done it without the contributions of school supplies by the members of Faith. Here is a listing of the
school supplies needed for each kit:
4
70 sheet notebooks (wide or college r uled) – no individual sheets
1
30 cm ruler with inches on other side
1
2 1/2” eraser
1
pencil sharpener
1
blunt scissor s
5
unsharpened #2 pencils with er aser s – no sharpened pencils
5
black or blue ball point pens – no gel pens
1
box of 16 or 24 crayons
Please place any school supplies in the appropriate bin/basket in the Narthex by the doors. If you prefer
to donate money, please give it to Doris Engelhardt. Thanks for your help and support in this worthwhile
project.

MEN OF FAITH

The Men of Faith Lutheran Church meet for breakfast
and Bible study on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 AM
in the Activity Center. All men in the congregation are invited to this devotional
and time of fellowship.

Prayers of the Congregation Are
Requested for:
The family of Clarence Urban. Clarence passed through death into
eternal life on July 8 here in Seguin. Services are pending with
Goetz Funeral Home. Please keep his family in your prayers in the days and
weeks to come.
The family of Nancy Allen, sister of Andrew Koenig. Nancy passed through
death into eternal life on July 12. Please keep her family in your prayers in the
days and weeks to come.

Laurie Coleman and Tim Pyatt who were married here at Faith on
Friday, July 2. Prayers and blessings to them as they begin their life
together.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

August
2021
Faith Lutheran Church Council
Tim Bogisch , President
Fran Braun, Vice-President , Youth Team
Emma Jean Becker, Secretary, Stewardship Team
Matt Sherwood, Treasurer
Chase White, Asst. Treasurer, Worship Team
Brandon Westerholm, Property Mgt. Team
Joanne Shanafelt , Evangelism Team
Brad Flippin, Children’s Ministry Team
Diane Ratliff, Preschool Board
Karl Boysen, Fellowship & Social Concerns Team

Preschool & Extended
Care Staff

Church Staff



Interim Pastors…..Rusty Bailey
and David Mayer
Youth/Christ. Ed Dir….Andrew
Cave

 Office Manager………....Angie Rohde
 Music / Communications Director
……........Roxanne Heckmann
 Children’s Music….…..….....LeAnne
White
 Organist/Pianist………..Annette Stout
 Children’s Ministry …. Kim Kauitzsch
 Financial Asst... …... Debbie Mozisek



Director…………….…………...Lisa Owen

 5 Day Teacher………..…..Carolyn Cloughly
 5 Day Aide/EC ………..............Della Sires
 5 Day Teacher/EC………....Paula Neuman
 5 Day Aide …….…………….….Sheri Scaief
 3 Day Teacher…………...….....Kelli Cave.
 3 Day Aide/EC….……....…...Joy McKinnis
 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…........Chanel Ramon
 5 Day 2 Yr Olds Aid…….....Krystal Trevino
 MMO Teacher………….….…Kristen Haener
 MMO Aide………….......…….Cherie Absher



Extended Care Aide….…. Georgie Dittrich

What’s Happening
in August?
August 3
Committee Mtgs.
August 5-6
Global Leadership
August 8
Praise & Worship 11:30
August 8
Painting, Pizza, Prayer
August 15
Back to School Blessing
August 22
Bluegrass Service
August 29
Rally Day during SS

