Sunday, April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Serving us in worship today: Pastors: David Mayer, Rusty Bailey;
Lay Reader: Bill Ermel; Music: Annette Stout, Children’s Church: Kim Kauitzsch;
Ushers: Ed Engelhardt, Missy Sagebiel, Pat Sagebiel, Brandon Westerholm, and
Ben Weise; AV: Andrew Kuehne, Roxanne Heckmann

Welcome to Worship!
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, a people who love and follow Jesus Christ , our
Lord! We are blessed and honored that you chose to be with us today!
As we worship today, we encourage you to fellowship with other believers in a
manner in which you are comfortable. Please be respectful to one another
concerning face coverings and social distancing. Feel welcome to join in
fellowship on the patio for refreshments following worship.
Children will come forward for a special blessing before meeting for Children’s
Church. (Ages Pre-K through 3 rd grade)

We invite guests to fill out a visitor card found in the back of the pew in front of you. First
time visitors, be sure to pick up a red welcome bag in the narthex. The back of the visitor
card also has a place for prayer requests for anyone needing special prayer.

Please Stand

“Here in This Place (Gather Us In)” WOV 718 Verses 1, 2 & 4
(Please see next page.)

Verses 1, 2 & 4

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
P:

Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1: 8-9, NIV)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:

8

P:

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.

P:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ,
he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

“Lord God, heavenly King, …” Pg. 80 LBW
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
♫ Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; Receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.
You may be seated.

Amen

♫

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless
food.” 6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray
to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole,
and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a
bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at
the bronze serpent and live.
4

I will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2
My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
3
Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together!
4
I sought the LORD, and he answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.
5
Those who look to him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be ashamed.
6
This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him
and saved him out of all his troubles.
7
The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them.
8
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
9
Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him have no lack!
10
The young lions suffer want and hunger;
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
11
Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12
What man is there who desires life
and loves many days, that he may see good?

Keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from speaking deceit.
14
Turn away from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.
15
The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous
and his ears toward their cry.
16
The face of the LORD is against those who do evil,
to cut off the memory of them from the earth.
17
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears
and delivers them out of all their troubles.
18
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit.
19
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.
20
He keeps all his bones;
not one of them is broken.
21
Affliction will slay the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.
22
The LORD redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
13

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this
you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved
by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him,
you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.
3

Please stand for the Holy Gospel.

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
24

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.”
A: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH WITH BLESSING
Resurrection Life: Real Doubt

Pastor Bailey

“Blessed Are Those Who Have Not Seen and Yet Have Believed”

“We Walk by Faith and not by Sight”
(Sung to the tune of “God Our Help in Ages Past”)

1)

We walk by faith and not by sight;
with gracious words draw near,
O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke:
“My peace be with you here.”
2)

We may not touch your hands and side,
nor follow where you trod;
but in your promise we rejoice,
and cry, “My Lord and God!”
3)

4)

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
and may our faith abound
to call on you when you are near
and seek where you are found:
That, when our life of faith is done,
in realms of clearer light
we may behold you as you are,
with full and endless sight.

Please Stand

Blessed be the Lord our God of all faithfulness. By your grace we receive all that
we need, and in this abundance may we faithfully share with all in good
stewardship, this that you have first given us. Receive this offering to the glory of
your Holiness and the work of Jesus Christ in the world. Amen.

“Create in me a clean heart…”
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, And uphold me with your free Spirit. ♫
Let us pray. Most merciful God,
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Please be seated.

Please stand for the closing hymn.

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

LBW 104 Verses 1 & 3

1) In the cross of Christ I glory,
tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.
3)

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

A: Go In Peace To Love And Serve The Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

Has been sponsored this morning to the glory of God by John and Michelle Kuempel in
celebration of Sam and Will’s 17th birthday next week.
Have been given to the glory of God by the children and grandchildren of Carolyn
Westerholm in honor of her upcoming 97th birthday.
:
Attendance on April 18: 98; Month to Date (April): $31,822.55; YTD Offerings and Misc.
$132,396.55 (2021 budgeted offerings is $470,000)

Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Kelton Lange
Teresa Kiel
Dorothy Burris
Steve Foerster
Ronnie Glenewinkel
Jody Alexander

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Dot Day
Pat Sagebiel
Donald Jackson
Tootsie Rodgers
Marcus Jahns
Lydia Whitwell

Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Gladys Fruehling
Debbie Lehmann
Charlie Koehler
Sandy Wille
Harold Bogisch

If you are interested in joining Faith Lutheran Church, we welcome you! Please call the
church office at 830-379-7036 for information. Our pastors will hold new member classes
as needed.
Registration for VBS has begun! (paper-copy and on-line). Rocky Railway is scheduled for
July 19-23, and hopefully, it will stay on track this year! As of now, we are hoping to have
an in-person Covid -safe VBS. If any of you feel comfortable volunteering and are available
that week, please let Andrew or Lisa Owen know. The number of volunteers we have will
determine our format and the number of children we can invite. Registration available in

church office or register online at

vbspro.events/p/9f58ad

Stan Wieding’s class on the DVD series “That the World May Know” from Focus on the
Family will be resuming on Sunday, April 25, in the Activity Center. All are welcome!

As we worship today, please note that the church council has decided to ease the protocol
as we transition into a new season of dealing with Covid. We no longer require worshipers
to wear masks. We are also opening up the pews in order to accommodate our growing
attendance. However, we ask that you practice the use of face coverings and social
distancing that you are comfortable with and that you respect the concerns of those who
do. We will continue to offer alternatives for worship, i.e. places on campus with TV monitors
of the worship stream, in the parking lot by FM radio and live-streaming on Facebook and
YouTube.

Thank you to those of you who have been dropping off items for the Christian Cupboard.
The April item is CEREAL, any variety or brand. Total number of items collected for April as
of 4/19 is 47.

Prayer Group
Praise Group Mtg.
Men’s Prayer Group



5 Day Pre-K Teacher needed for the 2021-22 school year. Seeking a loving,
personable, and mature individual who relates well to children; Bachelor’s degree in
Education preferred, with two years experience in childcare field; approximately 20
hrs/week. Salary based on education and experience.

Applications for these positions are available in the church office. Contact Director Sharon
Stollewerk at 379-7074 if interested or for more information. Resumes may be emailed to
sstollewerk02@yahoo.com.
Guadalupe Valley Christian Counseling Center will hold a “Drive Through Only” BBQ
chicken sale on TODAY, at Faith Lutheran Church from 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Tickets for
the ½ of a chicken are $8.00 each and are available from Janet Wolber, BJ Chambers or
the church office. Donations may also be made at www.guadalupecounseling.org.

If you or your family have not been able to receive Holy Communion during this season of
Covid, please let the church office know as soon as you can. A pastor would like to come
visit and offer you communion.

Faith Lutheran Church supports many organizations in our community, two of which are
holding important events in which you are invited to participate. Please see their
respective flyers on the following pages and help if you can.

Guadalupe County Children’s Advocacy Center
The mission of the GCCAC is to advocate for and provide services to abused children
and their families in the investigation, prosecution, treatment, and prevention of child
abuse, and to reduce the trauma to children by coordinating a multi-disciplinary
approach.
Will you become a Champion for Courageous Children? You can...
 Join a team

Create a team
Donate through a team or individual
Spread the word in any way you can
Champions efforts will support the continued work of the GCCAC in providing services
to hundreds of children each year at no cost to the families.




Champions for Courageous Children

South Texas Pregnancy Care Center
The South Texas Pregnancy Care Center (STPCC) has been serving the community of Seguin
and surrounding counties since 2001. We are an affiliate of Heartbeat International, a lifeaffirming evangelistic ministry dedicated to educating and encouraging people to choose
life, to make positive sexual choices, and to bring healing to those affected by abortion.
We are a non-denominational, faith-based, 501(c)(3) organization. We are supported by
generous donations from individuals, churches, businesses, grants and fundraising events.
We do not receive any government funding.

WALK For LIFE 2021

Baby Bottle Campaign for STPCC
The Social Concerns Team is sponsoring the Baby Bottle Campaign Drive for the South Texas
Pregnancy Care Center. The primary mission of the center is to promote life for the unborn
child and to offer support for the mother and child during pregnancy, birth, and the baby’s early
years. The fundraiser will begin on Sunday, May 9, and conclude on Sunday, May 23. Baby
bottles will be available after church services or in the narthex during the week. You can make
a check out to STPCC and mail it to the church. We will include it in our campaign
contribution. We thank all of you who give a monthly gift to support the pregnancy center.
We encourage you to join other churches in the Seguin area by placing change, dollar bills, and/or
checks (made out to STPCC) in the baby bottles to help support the services that the center
provides. Services include pregnancy tests, sonograms, counseling, educational materials,
prayers, newborn gift baskets, and slightly used baby items at no charge to clients. One
hundred percent of the funds raised go directly to support the center’s budget. The South Texas
Pregnancy Care Center exists to offer hope to people who mistakenly believe abortion is their
only option. Please return the bottles to the church no later than Sunday, May 23, and place
them in the basket in the narthex.

