
 

Flowers in 2021 

 

7th –Available 
 

14th—Ronnie & 
Julia Glenewinkel 
 

21st –Tim & 
JoAnn Bogisch 
 

28th –Janet 
 Wolber 

 

Notes from our Pastors      

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.   

Beginning I want to say how humbled I am to serve Faith as one of your Interim 

Pastors.  Just to get acquainted, I will say a little of myself.  Cindy and I will be 

celebrating our 25th anniversary next month. We are blessed with a 

combination of 5 children and 14 grandchildren.  I am a second career pastor, 

being in manufacturing business from the early 1970’s to 1999.  I served in 

Lay Ministry beginning in 1969 as a Sunday school teacher then in the Search 

Bible Study Program teaching Genesis, and the New Testament as my part of 

the team.  Cindy and I planned to retire from our business in 99 but the Lord 

had other plans and surrendering to the Lord’s call, I was ordained in 2004.  

Zion Lutheran in Fredericksburg was my sponsoring Congregation; I have 

served at Bethel, Wallingford, and Immanuel Lutheran Churches – a 3 point 

call in north Iowa, and then at Immanuel in Swea City, retiring again in 2016.  

However, retirement was brief and I served Immanuel in Taylor as their IIM in 

2017.  When Hurricane Harvey devastated our Gulf Coast, Cindy and I worked 

in Tivoli and Austwell rebuilding and ministering, working with First Lutheran in 

Tivoli and St. Mark’s in Point Comfort.   

Completing our work there last year and wanting to be nearer the 

grandchildren, we moved down near Lockhart and began looking for a new 

church home.  Visiting Faith and also given the honor of leading worship, I was 

asked to submit my resume for your interim pastor.  In the interview process, 

and knowing Pastor David many years, the Spirit led me to suggest a Co-Interim 

Ministry.  We are blessed to serve you at this time of transition at Faith 

Lutheran.   Interim Ministry is not something that has a time limit, or an agenda 

other than to help you the congregation to a deeper understanding of your 

ministry in Christ Jesus.  The challenge of preparing for call includes 

exanimating your history, affirming your strengths, confessing the weaknesses; 

this to affirm and discover anew the will of our Lord Jesus for Faith Lutheran.   

I pray the Lord to inspire us through His Holy Spirit that 

Faith shall always be a shining light to the witness of 

Jesus Christ to the glory of God our Father. 

 

The Joy of our Lord fill you with the Love of God our 

Father, 

 

Pastor Rusty 

 

(Continued on pg. 2 with Pastor Mayer) 

     

“Words of 
Faith”  

in 
February 

7th –Stan 
& Nancy Wieding 
 

14th—Bill & Rose 
 Mary Ermel 
 

21st –Pastor Rusty 
and Cindy Bailey 

28th –Janet  
 Wolber 
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February 
Birthdays 

 

01 Donna Raetzsch 

02 Mark Westerholm 

04 Codi Breckenridge 

05 David Welsch 

08 Brenda Bloch 

08 Erin Bloch 

12 Courtney Nauert 

13 Kambree Flippin 

14 Carolyn Zipp 

17 Elizabeth Gudgell 

17 Reece Kelm 

17 Glen Patteson 

18 Clara Fischer 

18 Nancy Estes 

20 Amy Casey 

26 Cathy Mauermann 

27 Melba Govett 

David Mayer, Pastor  
Bio Quick Peek 

 

In 1925 my grandparents, Henry and Frieda Mayer, 

responded to a call to serve the Lord as missionaries 

to India with the Ohio Synod, a Lutheran group. My 

father was born in India in 1926. My grandparents 

lost their second child David to disease and buried 

him in India. I was named after him. My father, Joel, 

grew up in India until World War II when the family 

came back to the United States, where he finished 

high school, college and seminary. 
 

Meanwhile, my mother grew up in northwest Ohio on a farm. In high school 

she went to hear a returning missionary from India talk about the work there. 

My mother heard God speak into her heart saying, “Lillian, I want you to go as 

a missionary to India.” After graduating from college and a missionary training 

program, she embarked in 1945 on a ship heading for India as a single 

missionary. 
 

My mother met my Mayer grandparents there and were colleagues. Long story 

short, my father went out in 1954 to visit his parents and childhood home and 

in one fell swoop fell in love with my mom and felt a call to serve the Lord in 

India as a missionary pastor. A year later he came to India in that same “field” 

and the two were married out there. Four of us five kids were born in India.  
 

I attended a school for missionary kids in India, then came to Seguin in 1975 

and enrolled at TLC. Yes, it was TLC in those days. I met my wife-to-be there. 

However, we ended up graduating from Valparaiso University in Indiana. My 

wife, Tanya, told me that if I married her, I’d be related to half the Hill Country. 

That’s about right. A lot of close and shirttail relatives, but no rich uncle yet.  
 

After seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, at Luther Theological Seminary, I served 

a congregation in Altus, Oklahoma for five years. Tanya and I then dragged our 

two kids to France to learn French on our way to be missionaries in the Central 

African Republic. People ask where that is. I tell them in Central Africa. We 

were with the ELCA Division For Global Mission for 10 years.  
 

When I was attending TLC, I didn’t think there was anything west of San 

Antonio. God wanted to clarify the matter, so in 1999 I received a call to serve 

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Hondo, west of San Antonio. We found a 

wonderful community sometimes called God’s Country. I even found that the 

secretary of the church was my relative. Her aunt had married my wife’s 

mother’s first cousin. Then my brother married a Hondo girl. I’m just saying 

that I’ve got connections and you need to watch who you talk to about whom 

out there. 
 

We were in Hondo 18 1/2 years until the end of 2017. We then moved to 

Stonewall, Texas where we live today, with Tanya looking after her parents. 

Her dad passed away peacefully at home this last fall and her mother is still 

cared for at home. They, Paul and Marie Senff, had been Lutheran 

missionaries in Papua New Guinea for over 25 years.          (Con’t. next page) 

February 
Anniversaries 

 

07   Matt &      
Julie Sherwood 
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Church Council Communication Corner 
Church Council meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM in the Activity Center with an agenda-

setting meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, also at 6:30 in the small kitchen. The Council encourages 

any member of the congregation who would like to bring something before the Council to contact any council 

member or attend the agenda-setting  and council meetings. 

Highlights from the January Council Meeting: 

 Sunday School classes will resume on January 31. (Covid Safety in place) 

 It was decided to conduct Lenten Services. 

 The committee continues to work on job descriptions, evaluations, and revisions to the 

employee handbook.   

 Ministry teams/committees will meet in February. 

 The Endowment Committee reported that four applications were received with funding 

allocated. 

 Pastors Mayer and Bailey are working on prayer ministry and small group ministry. 

New Council Members 

Congratulations to the following new council members                                                           
Brad Flippin, Fran Braun and Tim Bogisch, who were elected on January 24  .  We 
thank them for agreeing to serve Faith in this way.  Special thanks also to Dianne 

Chambers for her service on the council. 

The last three years have been a kind of sabbatical. During this time I have worked on my parents’ 

biography, I served St. John Lutheran Church in Dime Box as an interim pastor for six months, and I 

have been creating a course on the New Testament for our District’s Harvest Workers. I have one more 

lesson to go. 
 

It is my privilege to serve the Lord with you at Faith Lutheran Church. Let us honor and glorify the Name 

of Jesus together. 

Pastor Dave 

Christian Cupboard Item of the Month  
 

In the month of February, the Christian Cupboard states that one of their most needed 

items is canned meat. This includes all varieties and brands. (Tuna, chicken, chili etc.) 

Please bring your donations to church through February 28th and place them in the 

basket in the narthex marked Christian Cupboard. The Cupboard also accepts monetary 

donations, which they use to purchase fresh produce, milk,  eggs,  bread, and frozen 

meats to distribute to needy families throughout the year. Donations can be mailed to 

the Christian Cupboard, 516 N. Camp, Seguin, TX 78156. Faith’s members have been 

wonderful supporters of the Christian Cupboard, and the Social Concerns Committee 

thanks you for your ongoing generosity. 
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Faith 

On 

Tour 

Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holy Happenings at Faith 
 

† “SOUPER Bowl of  Caring” will be held on Sunday, February 7. Wear 

your favorite sport team’s jersey or color to worship and bring a can of  

SOUP for the Christian Cupboard! 
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Invitation to a 
Journey 

At this time in the life 

of our nation and all 

that is happening 

throughout the world, 

it is most appropriate 

that we remember in 

our prayers those in 

the military and their 

families.  Please 

remember in your 

daily prayers the 

following military 

personnel and their 

families: 

Ann Sagebiel 

Stoney Portis 

Todd Wegner 

David Daniels 

Raul Davila III 

Tony Leal, Jr. 

Shannon Nance 

Brad Dillon 

Victor J. Rodriquez 

Amanda Sagebiel 

Cameron Koehler 

Michael McBride 

Jason Sagebiel 

Michael Fruehling 

Shelly Park 

Ricky Fryer 

Brian Branin 

Jason Hubbard 

Lance England 

I am at the beginning of a new journey. While this might surprise you (or perhaps not), 
finding regular, consistent quiet time to sit at the feet of Jesus and study his word and to 
pray is something I have often struggled with. I would suspect that I am not alone in this 
struggle and that perhaps you might also identify with it. If so, then I would like to invite you 
to begin a new journey, too. 
 
I recently joined a formal spiritual formation group for the very first time. Our group of 
pastors is directed by a trained spiritual director who trains spiritual directors. I have to 
admit, beginning this process is humbling and a bit intimidating, but I have already grown 
and learned so much that I am excited for where this journey will take me and my 
companions as we encourage one another in our journey together in the months ahead. 
 
Our group has begun reading Invitation to a Journey: A Road Map for Spiritual Formation 
by Robert Mulholland and Ruth Haley Barton. I would commend this book to you as you 
begin your own journey. I was struck by the authors’ definition of spiritual formation: “a 
process of being conformed to the image of Christ for the sake of others.” Lets take a look 
at this definition part by part.  
 
First, spiritual formation is a process and it is lifelong: from the moment we are born until 
the day we die, we are in the process of being formed. And how are we being formed? If 
God is doing the forming, then the answer is into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). I 
needed this reminder: that spiritual formation is God’s work, not mine. The best I can do is 
make myself and my life available for God to do his work in me. 
 
The last part of the definition is what really struck me: “for the sake of others.” I have often 
felt that the pursuit of spiritual formation can become self-focused and devolve into a self-
improvement campaign with the goal of becoming the best version of one’s self. But this 
definition reminds us that being formed into the image of Christ, by its very nature, is for 
the sake of others. Just as Jesus laid down his life for the sake of sinners, each person 
formed in his image will live more and more each day for others over self. 
 
Wherever you may be on your spiritual journey, I would like to invite you to take a new 
step. Find some siblings in Christ and form a group for accountability and encouragement 
as you intentionally make yourself available to God for his kingdom-building activity in and 
through you for the sake of others. 
 
 
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of Harvest 
Workers, an online ministry training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, 
Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or 
comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AXDo6d2ojC3PBng-8hkFK5JA1Ggbmn2hrvfhPHWVvQAaczBoeKEFMdP_GiGfGgTbp9Wl62EgnnZUX8RwLjzlljzPeepxDrDTLHbnMCEvqeoypJoC12Mqo2_M7gM60qVZk6vzNwjjmlyd99FEzuDJPw==&c=6RchQjJGtNgi-00pqaKBjxhK1Vc4mal1TjWc6FqQk_OEp1cIowaKFQ==&ch=yj0QNR14RFVcx
mailto:bryce@lcmctexas.org


 

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO 

Julie Sagebiel Judy Saunders Nora Lavelett  
Carolyn Sagebiel Walt Fruehling Kathy Ersch  
Dot Day Gladys Fruehling Kelton Lange 
Teresa Kiel Pat Sagebiel Debbie Lehmann  
Dorothy Burris Donald Jackson Robert Vogel  
Charlie Koehler Steve Foerster Tootsie Rodgers 
Jo Anne Lange Sandy Wille Ronnie Glenewinkel 
Marcus Jahns Harold Bogisch Jon Edwards 

Please note: if someone you have 
placed on this list has been 
helped by our prayers, please 
notify the church office so the 
person's name can be removed. 
Thank you. 

Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards      

Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm  

Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold      

Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge 

Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means     

Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn   

Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum    

Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell      

Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane  

Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein 

Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White 

Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, TX                

Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires 

Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz 

Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren       

Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch                                  

Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris 

Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer            

Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris   

Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers                                 
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun   

Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler  

Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel                                         

Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel 

Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara Hilbert 

Kaye Weaver, friend of Roxanne Heckmann     

Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther                              

Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen 

Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue 
Blumberg               

Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer  

Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards 
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann  

Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann 

Terri Hartmann, friend  and teacher of Faith Preschool 

Chris Marek, friend of Debbie Vogel 

Phillip Twilley -  Brother-in-law of Doris & Ted Engelhardt 

Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein                        

Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.      

George Walker, father of Sara Edwards    

Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum                      

Dennis & Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein 

Jo and Dwight Vorpahl, niece and nephew of Clarice Ullrich 

Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton                                  

Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson 

Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family                                     
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt 

Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel      

Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann    

Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch     

Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family 

Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran                        

Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg 

Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt     

Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack                           

Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos 

Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel  

Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis 

Leroy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt 

Karen Knapp, sister, of  Margit Thurston                          

Bill Schade, friend of Hope Circle, Friday Work Crew & Faith                          

Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm &  
                                                        Scaramozi  Families    

Oscar Boelter, brother of Melvin Boelter   

Taylor Canell,  friend and  family of Fred and Sue Blumberg 

Lindsey Taylor Knight, friend of Cathy Wensinger 

Brenda Hallmark, niece of Jodi and LeRoy Schievelbein 

Kristy Denison, friend of Katharine Schievelbein 

Janet Essler, friend of Katharine Schievelbein 

Gene Brown, friend of Bryan and Diane Terp and Faith 

Pam Neal, friend of Roxanne Heckmann 

Elouise Lawrence, family of M’liss Harrington and Pat Bodine 

Donna Hamilton, family of M’liss Harrington and Pat Bodine 

Sally Liberty, friend of Susan Foerster 

Marc Wylie—friend of Anita and John Hoff 

Ric Landvatter—friend of Faith Lutheran 

Rob Wuest—brother of Julie Sherwood/Matt Sherwood 
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Kettle Campaign 

Update 
 

A BIG THANK YOU 

goes out to all Faith 

bell ringers and 

contributors who 

participated in our 

local Seguin 

Salvation Army 

Kettle Campaign this 

past Christmas 

season.  Faith had a 

good number of 

willing people taking 

a turn ringing bells 

on December 10th 

and 17th.   Thanks to 

all our people who 

made donations 

also.  Through your 

efforts and the 

efforts of other 

churches, clubs, and 

individuals a total of  

$35,791.00 was 

raised to support the 

needs of our local 

Seguin Guadalupe 

County Unit.  

Sincerely,  

Social Concerns 

Committee 

Preschool News 
 

After a lengthy Christmas break, the children were so excited to get back 
to the classroom and see their friends and teachers.  Even though 
January was shorter than usual, it was jam-packed with fun activities. 

 

The Fulltime 2's class studied Arctic Animals and Winter.  They had fun 
making polar bear masks, white owl puppets, and penguins.  White Day 
was celebrated with everyone wearing white clothing and eating white 
foods at snack time.  Ms. Sheri is very proud of the students who are 
already mastering potty training!  WooHoo! 

 

The Mother's Morning Out class themes included Jesus Stops the Storm, 
Ocean, Jesus Heals a Blind Man, Helping Others, and Jesus Feeds the 
5,000.  They were introduced to the letters N,O, and P. White Day was 
also celebrated with white snacks and white clothing. 

 

The 3 Day Preschool class has been working hard on learning how to 
recognize and spell their own names.  They even had "homework" with 
name sheets to practice.  They learned a new word, hibernation, and all 
the animals that hibernate in winter.  They are beginning to explore 
letters, and will learn a new letter each week.  Their first letter was L.  They 
traced the letter, colored a page with objects that began with L, 
and made a cute lamb. 

 

The 5 Day Preschool classes started the month discussing winter, and this 
year the weather truly reflected the season!  It was exciting to hear the 
children tell all of their stories about seeing sleet and snow for the first 
time!  Winter Animals were studied, and a walrus and cute penguin were 
crafted.  They also made a polar bear with "fur." (shaving cream and glue. 
It was so cool!)  The children enjoyed making a hibernation game that 
they took home and played with their families.  The month ended with 
our yearly student evaluations which will be shared with parents. 

 

Registration for the Fall 2021-2022 school year is still open to church 
members and returning students.  Your deposit of $150.00 will secure a 
place for your child.  Contact Sharon Stollewerk at 379-7074.     
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Congratulations to: 
 

Finley Reese Eichenholz who received the 

Promise, which is given in Holy Baptism on Sunday, 

January 17. Together with her parents, Malerie and 

James, and her siblings, Sawyer and Thatcher, we 

share their joys as Finley is received into the 

Kingdom of God. The prayers of our church family 

are requested for Finley as she begins a New Life in 

Christ. The sponsors for Finley Reese are Scott and 

Cassie McDonald and members of Faith Lutheran 

Church. Finley’s grandparents are Jesse Garcia and 

Dawn Kremer and Joel and Sally Eichenholz. 

 

 
Cooper Kerry Koehler who received the Promise, which is given in Holy Baptism. Together with his 

parents, Cameron and Christine, and his siblings, 

Charlotte and Clark, we share their joys as Cooper 

is received into the Kingdom of God. The prayers 

of our church family are requested for Cooper as 

he begins a New Life in Christ. The sponsors for 

Cooper Kerry are Kendell Koehler, Colby 

Amescua, Jacob Amescua, Megan Amescua and 

members of Faith Lutheran Church. Cooper’s 

grandparents are Kerry and Mary Koehler and 

Russell and Glenda Amescua.   

CHARITY CIRCLE—Monday, February 17th,7:00 PM, Deloris Atzger 

LOVE CIRCLE—Tuesday, February 18th, 9:30 AM, Activity Center 

HOPE CIRCLE—Thursday, February 20th, 2:00 PM, Activity Center 

Love Circle is preparing Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief.  If you would like to 

donate to this worthy cause, please contact Nancy Wieding or Rose Mary Ermel.  All items are 
being purchased online, in bulk.  Thank you, in advance, for your help! 

WOMEN OF FAITH IN FEBRUARY 







Faith Lutheran Church 
1326 E Cedar Street 
Seguin, Texas 78155 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #3 

SEGUIN, TEXAS 78155 

February 

2021 

 

What’s Happening  

in February? 
 

Committee Meetings— 

Tuesday, Feb. 2, 7:00 PM 
 

SOUPer Bowl of Caring 

Sunday, Feb.7, 9:00 AM 
 

Church Council— 

Tues., Feb. 9, 6:30 PM 
 

Ash Wednesday Service-  

Wed., Feb. 17, 12 & 7  
 

Lenten Service- 

Wednesday, Feb. 24  

7:00 PM 

Tim Bogisch , President   

Fran Braun, Vice-President … Youth Team  

Emma Jean Becker, Secretary …  Social Concerns/Fellowship 

Matt Sherwood, Treasurer 

Chase White, Asst. Treasurer … Worship Team, 

Brandon Westerholm… Stewardship Team  

Joanne Shanafelt … Evangelism and Mission Outreach Team 

Dianne Chambers….. Christian Education Team 

Diane Ratliff…….Preschool Team 

Karl Boysen … Property Management Team 

PRESCHOOL & EXTENDED  
CARE STAFF 

   Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk 

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman 

 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave. 

 3 Day PS Aid….……….Joy McKinnis 

 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sheri Scaief 

 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann  

 MMO Teacher……….…Sarah Graham 

 MMO Aide…….....…….….Sandy Koepp 

 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires 

 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen 

 Extended Care….….. Georgie Dittrich                                          

CHURCH STAFF 

 Interim Pastors…..Rusty Bailey and              

   David Mayer 

   Youth/Christ. Ed Dir….Andrew Cave 

 Office Manager………....Angie Rohde 

 Music / Communications Director 

………………........Roxanne Heckmann 

 Children/Youth  Music 

Dir…...……….…..….....LeAnne White 

 Organist/Pianist………..Annette Stout 

 Children’s Ministry …...… Lisa Owen 

 Financial Asst... …... Debbie Mozisek 


