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Ash Wednesday is one of the most solemn and soul-searching
liturgies of the whole year. Here we stand at the start of Lent, ready
to contemplate our Lord Jesus as he follows his path toward the
Cross for our salvation. The Son of God came as a man— soon to
give his life for our sake! Ash Wednesday is a time to consider how
to be like him, and to contemplate how Jesus prayed, and fasted
and gave his life in kindness and generosity as a model for our lives.
We are on this earth for only a brief span of time. This is a time to
reflect how we might take our life in Jesus Christ more seriously
and live more faithfully so that the whole world might come to faith
in Him and call upon His Name and be saved.
Romans 6:3-7 tells us, “Or don’t you know that all of us who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. For we
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled
by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves
to sin— because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.”

Please Stand
: “My Song Is Love Unknown” Verses 1 & 4
(Please see following page.)

Print)

(Read Responsively - Congregation Reads Bold

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
1

blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.
5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right[b] spirit within me.
11
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
13
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
2

P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

P:

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, You
love
all that You have created and You forgive the sins of
those who come to You with humble and contrite
hearts.

C:

Create in us honest hearts, so that we might repent of
our sins, and have the joy of receiving full pardon and
forgiveness; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Please Be Seated

: “Jesus Paid it All”

Verses 1 & 4

1) I hear the Savior say: “They strength indeed is small.
Child of weakness, watch and pray; Find in Me thine all in all.”

Refrain
Jesus paid it all; All to Him I owe.
Sin had left a crimson stain;
He washed it white as snow.
4) And when before the throne I stand in Him complete,
“Jesus died my soul to save,” my lips shall still repeat. Refrain

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, it was the custom in the early
Church to prepare for the suffering and death of Christ on Good
Friday and for the celebration of the resurrection of our Lord with
special worship and acts of repentance and faith. Our services are
intended to remind us of our need to renew our repentance and
grow in our faith and be the merciful people Christ has prepared us
to be.
I invite you to observe this season of Lent by self-examination and
repentance; by prayer, by reading God’s holy Word, and by giving
of yourself and substance as God leads you to special ministries of
mercy and kindness. To begin this journey of repentance let us now
humble ourselves before the Lord who is good and who loves a
heart turned in dependence and need.

Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in
communion with him, to love all humanity, and to live in harmony
with all of his creation. But sin separates us from God, our
neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our
Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who
does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him
and live.
As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against
everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor.
Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love — the discipline of
Lent — help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore,
to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking
our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline.

P:

Gracious Heavenly Father,

C:

We confess to you that we have sinned by our own fault in
thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone.

P:

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

C:

Have mercy on us, Lord.

P:

We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have
grieved your Holy Spirit,

C:

Have mercy on us, Lord.

P:

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The
pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation
of other people,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those
more fortunate than ourselves,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

Our unhealthy love of worldly goods and comforts, and our
dishonesty in daily life and work,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to
commend the faith that is in us,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

Our blindness to human need and suffering, and our
indifference to injustice and cruelty,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward
those who differ from us,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

For our lack of care for your creation and for our indifference
for its well being,

C:

We confess to you, Lord.

P:

We shelter under the cross of Christ, receive with joy His
righteousness and wash our robes, our life and deeds with
the Blood of Jesus Christ shed for the complete forgiveness
of our sins.

C:

Amen, Amen and Amen!

P:

Almighty God, You saved us from sin, though we struggle
with its power in our lives. May these ashes be a sign of our
sorrow over our sin and rebellion and may they also
remind us of the cross of Christ by which we are given
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.

(Those who wish to receive ashes may come forward one at a time,
via the center aisle and return to your pew from the side.)
(Each forehead is marked with ashes and oil as a sign of repentance
from sin and a turning to God in faith and hope that the cross of
Christ gives us in the power of the Holy Spirit, with the words, “You

have died with Christ in baptism, so that you might be raised with
Him to the glory of God.”)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Blessed be the Lord our God of all faithfulness. By your
grace we receive all that we need, and in this abundance may
we faithfully share with all in good stewardship, this that you
have first given us. Receive this offering to the glory of your
Holiness and the work of Jesus Christ in the world. Amen.

P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift the to the Lord.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P:

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your
beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of the ages to save
and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. He is your
Word, inseparable from you. Through him you created all
things, and in him you take delight. He is your Word, sent
from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature
and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the
Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary. It is he, our Lord Jesus,
who fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he
stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from
suffering those who trust you.
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in
order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil
one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the
righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth the
resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:

Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. In the same way he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This is my blood
poured out for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this
bread and cup before you, giving you thanks that you
have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve
you as your priestly people.
And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your
Church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that
we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and
forever.
C:

Amen

P:

Together we pray:

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven…

“The body of Christ, given for you.”
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.”

C:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray
that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (Verses 1, 4)

1) In the cross of Christ I glory,
tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.
4) Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
by the cross are sanctified;
peace is there that knows no measure,
joys that through all time abide.

