2nd Sunday after Christmas – January 3, 2021
Serving us in worship today:
Pastors: David Mayer, Rusty Bailey;
Lay Reader: Lisa Owen
Music: Annette Stout; Children’s Church: Lisa Owen,
Ushers: Tim Bogisch, Wally Braun, Albert Menn, and John Taddy;
AV: Andrew Kuehne, Roxanne Heckmann

Welcome to Worship!
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, a people who love and follow Jesus Christ , our
Lord! We are blessed and honored that you chose to be with us today!
As we worship inside today, we encourage you to fellowship with other believers
while maintaining a safe distance, wearing your face covering at all times, and
observing our COVID-19 protocols. Children’s Church for ages pre-K through third
grade will meet their leader during the hymn of the day. Please keep your mask on
during the service and as you are ushered out . We ask that you join in fellowship
OUTSIDE and do not congregate in the Narthex before or following the service .

Please stand as you are able.

“Let All Together Praise Our God”
1) Let all together praise our God Before his glorious throne;
Today he opens heav’n again To give us his own Son,
To give us his own Son.
7) Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore,
And praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore;
We praise you evermore.

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
A:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A:

If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the
truth. But if we confess our sins to him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all wickedness. (1 John 1: 8-9, NLT)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

A:

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

A:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A: This is the feast of victory of our God. Alleluia.
C:

♫

Worthy is Christ, the lamb who was slain,
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might Be to God and Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory of our God, for the Lamb who slain
Has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.
You may be seated.

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place.
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness,
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for
him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this
day. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of
David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or
come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a
great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”
4

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or
the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what
is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall
arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so
that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you will walk in my
ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked,
then I will lengthen your days.”
10

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt
offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.
15

A: Here ends the reading.

3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according

to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and
insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which
he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.
11

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to

the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his
glory.
A: Here ends the reading.
Please stand for the Holy Gospel.

40

And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God

was upon him.
41

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And

when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group
they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their
relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been
searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did not
understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and
came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all
these things in her heart.

52

in favor with God and man.
A: The Gospel of the Lord.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and

You may be seated.

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” Verses 1 & 4
(Children meet for Children’s Church)

Pastor Rusty Bailey
“Let the Vineyards be fruitful” pg. 86 LBW
♫

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer. Grace our table
with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. ♫

A:

Let us pray. Most merciful God,

C:

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

“The Bells of Christmas” Verses 1 & 4

A: Go In Peace To Love And Serve The Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Have been given to the glory of God by Faith Lutheran Church
This week has been sponsored to the glory of God by Stan and Nancy Wieding in
thankfulness of their many blessings.
:
Month to Date (December): $43,954.00 ; YTD Offerings and Misc. $488,542.21*

(2020 budgeted offerings is $549,000) *The PPP loan/grant had previously been included
in the YTD total and no longer is in that number.
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(COVID safety protocols are followed at all church events)

The worship committee invites you to stay after worship TODAY to help take down
Christmas decorations around the sanctuary. We appreciate all the help we had putting
them up. Now it’s time to box them back up until next Christmas! Remember to take
your poinsettias if you have not already done so. Thank you for sharing them with us!

The 2021 Altar Flower Chart and the Words of Faith Chart are posted on the bulletin board
outside the church offices. If you would like to provide flowers or sponsor our radio
broadcast during the year, please remember to sign up for the Sunday of your choice as
soon as possible.

Thank you to those of you who have been dropping off items for the Christian Cupboard.
The January item is SOUP, any variety or brand.
GRMC is partnering with The City of Seguin and the New Braunfels Food Bank to provide a
Mega Food Distribution on Thursday, January 7, 2021, from 9:30 AM - 11:30 at the Seguin
Coliseum. Anyone in need is encouraged to register. To sign up for this distribution, please
register online at: https://nbfoodbank.org/cvresponse/getfood/ Registration is quick and
easy – online registration is required. Vouchers will not be handed out for this
distribution. Anyone in need of registering who does not have internet access may call 830327-6000 between the hours of 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday, to be registered.
We are also in need of volunteers for this event (adults 18+). If you would like to register
to volunteer from 8am-Noon on Thursday, January 7, 2021, please use the link below. Your
help is greatly needed and appreciated for this event.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FAEA62EAAFC1-food6

