Be sure and tune in to
“Words of Faith”
Broadcast on KWED
1580 AM
Sunday Mornings
8:00 AM

Altar Flowers
in December

6th—Albert &
Irene Menn
13th— George &
Gina Mannel

20th — Bryan and
Diane Terp
27th—Pat Bodine

“Words of
Faith” in
December
6th—Stan &
Nancy Wieding
13th— Tim &
Joann Bogisch
20th —Jesse &
Deloris Atzger
27th—Pat Bodine

December
2020
www.faithseguin.org

Advent: A Time for New Beginnings
Well, folks, Thanksgiving Day is in the past, the turkey leftovers are a distant
memory, and we are well into the Advent season as we prepare for the birth of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The year 2020 has been uniquely challenging for us
as we have been faced with a global pandemic and the departure of Pastor Jim,
but I’m happy to say that with God’s help we have weathered these twin storms
and we are still a strong and vibrant congregation.
The COVID-19 pandemic forced us to re-examine how we worship and serve the
Lord. We have learned both the joys and struggles of remote worship and drivethrough Holy Communion, and our Preschool staff learned how to teach their
students without being able to see them every day. During the summer months,
we were able to gather for worship on our front lawn, and finally in the fall, we were
able to gather for worship in the sanctuary and start Sunday School classes once
again. Through all of this, God has shown us that it is possible to remain a body of
Christ and to actively minister to each other even when we are unable to meet in
person.
Pastor Jim’s departure has been a difficult and emotional time for all of us, but it
was a necessary step for us to take as the body of Christ. I will be the first to admit
that we made some mistakes during that time, but with God’s help and with the
trust of the congregation, your Church Council was able to negotiate through this
process and make an incredibly tough decision that was best for the future of both
Pastor Jim and the congregation.
Now for a look to the future. As you are reading these words, the Church Council
will have completed interviews of candidates for an Intentional Interim Pastor, and
we are looking forward to that person joining our walk in faith in the very near
future. The Intentional Interim will serve God as our Pastor during this transition
period and will help us discern God’s will for our congregation and guide us
through the process of calling our next Senior Pastor. With God’s help, Andrew has
continued to grow our strong and vibrant youth and young adult ministries, and
Confirmation classes are going very well this year. We hope that God will continue
Andrew’s ministry with us for many years to come.
In closing and as we prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ, I would like to leave you
with these words from Holy Scripture:
“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

May God continue to bless and protect every one of you!
Tim Bogisch, President of the Congregation
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Church Council Corner
Highlights from the November Council Meeting:
December
Birthdays
01 Nic Walker
05 Katherine Biediger

05 Brett Owen
05 Wayne Seidel
05 Sheila Ullrich



Bryce Formwalt provided a workshop on Managing Transitions.



A motion was approved to provide an opportunity for the congregation to
donate money to the Bounds family who lost everything in a recent fire.



Diane Chambers provided information on four possible Intentional Interim
Minister Candidates. Interviews to be conducted on Nov. 12 by Zoom.



The Budget meeting for the congregation is set for December 13.



January 24 is the date for the annual meeting.



Accepted with regret the resignation of Sharon Stollewerk as
the administrator/lead teacher in our Preschool Program and wishing her
the best in her well deserved retirement.

05 Doris Engelhardt
06 Correen Dube
07 Kelly Lamb
07 Ryan Kelm
09 Carolyn Sagebiel
09 Rylee Flippin
09 Coulter Casey
09 Norma Krueger
11 Chase White
14 Bertha Marie Keller

To the thirteen members of Faith who joined other
community members on Thursday, November 5, helping
distribute tons of food to those who find themselves in
need. Guadalupe Regional Medical Center, New Braunfels
Food Bank, San Antonio Food Bank, and City of Seguin Government partnered together to provide the 7th mega
food distribution in Seguin, Texas. We were able to serve
over 890 families!
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Christmas Eve Services
Come and celebrate God’s special gift this Christmas Eve,
Thursday, December 24th, with two services: 4:00 PM and 7:00
PM. Holy Communion will be celebrated at each service. Please
join us to offer praise and worship to our Living God for the gift of
love he has given us in Jesus Christ.

An UPDATE to Sunday Morning Schedules
Due to COVID-19, beginning November 29, all Sunday School
classes are being temporarily suspended until further notice.
As of now, we will continue to hold our 9:00 AM worship
services with Covid protocols in place.

Angel Tree to Benefit Local Nursing
Home Residents
The Social Concerns Team is sponsoring an
Angel Tree to help support the Santa Sheriff
program. This program takes gifts to every
resident in each of the Seguin nursing
homes. So choose an angel from the tree
that has the amount that you wish to give or
choose a “state your own amount” angel. Write a check out to
Faith Lutheran Church, memo “angel tree”, and attach it to the
angel. Place this into the basket by the tree. The tree will be on
display on November 29 and December 6. All donations need to
be at church by December 8. Thank you for your care of others.

Congregational Meetings Set
The annual Congregation Budget Meeting will be held on
Dec. 13 immediately following the Faith Family Chirstmas
Celebration worship service. The purpose of the meeting
will be to approve the Programs of Christ’s Ministry
through the people of Faith Lutheran Church.
(2021 Budget)
Please plan to attend!
The Annual Meeting will be held on Jan. 24, 2021.

December
Birthdays
15 Megan Harvey
16 Tammy Bogisch
16 Tim Bogisch
16 Wally Braun
17 Irys Hicklin
19 Kaitlyn Shanafelt
21 Roy Biediger
21 Michael Poole
23 Gene Hunt
24 Cecil Schulze
27 McKenna Baethge
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December
Anniversaries
08 Norman
&
Melba Govett
9 Walter &
Gladys
Frueling
15 Patrick &
Amy
Casey
17 Andrew &
Susan
Shanafelt
23 Dale &
Faith
Karen
Nauert
On
Tour
Projects
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Christian Cupboard
Item of the Month
In the month of December,
the Christian Cupboard
states that one of their
most needed items is
macaroni and cheese and
peanut butter. This

includes any variety or
brand. Please bring your
donations to church
through December 31st,
and place them in the
basket in the narthex
marked Christian
Cupboard. The Cupboard
also accepts monetary

Joyful Noise performs
during a recent
Sunday worship

donations, which they use
to purchase fresh produce,
milk, eggs, bread, and
frozen meats to distribute
to needy families
throughout the year.
Donations can be mailed
to the Christian Cupboard,

FLY students
participate in a
Thanksgiving Basket
project.

516 N. Camp, Seguin, TX
78155. Faith’s members
have been wonderful
supporters of the Christian
Cupboard, and the Social
Concerns Committee
thanks you for your
ongoing generosity.
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Obedience... When it
Doesn't Make Sense
At this time in the life
of our nation and all
that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

It is our belief that God is calling us to multiply disciples and churches. But how can
we participate in God’s multiplication activity in the world today? This is part three
in a series on Jesus’ multiplication teaching from the most remarkable multiplication
story in human history: the feeding of the five thousand in Matthew 14.
In the first two articles, we established that multiplication starts with you and me,
followers of Jesus, being motivated with a burden for others and then responding to
Jesus’ call to do something about it by bringing Jesus what we have, no matter how
meager or inadequate our resources may seem. According to Matthew, when the
disciples saw the hungry crowds, Jesus commanded them, “You give them
something to eat.” “But we only have five loaves and two fish,” the disciples
responded. And Jesus replied, “Bring them here to me.”
Jesus then instructed the crowds to have a seat while he took the food, looked
towards heaven, blessed and broke it and gave it to the disciples. As a kid I always
imagined that when Jesus prayed, suddenly a whole bunch more food miraculously
appeared. But as I read the text now, I don’t think that is the case. I think that if the
multiplication happened spontaneously upon Jesus’ blessing, then that detail would
have been recorded in the account in a similar fashion to all of the detail around the
miraculous catch of fish that broke nets and nearly sank the boat. No details of the
sort were recorded.
Why is this absence of detail so important? Because Jesus gave the still very meager
food resources to the disciples to distribute to the crowd… and they did! Even
though it made no sense to them and seemed like a fool’s errand since it was still
the same amount of food, they started handing it out as Jesus instructed them. In
their obedience to their Lord’s seemingly foolish command, the two small fish and
five loaves began to multiply. As they distributed the food, bit by bit, piece by piece,
God gave them more.
How often do we fail to see the multiplication God desires because of our lack of
faith and obedience? We are called to go and make disciples yet most often we
simply do not. Do we not have a burden for the lost? Do we not believe we have
what it takes to accomplish it? Do we think it is a fool’s errand? Paul refers to us as
co-laborers with Christ, meaning that God is inviting us into what he is up to here on
earth. Obviously he doesn’t need our help with salvation which Jesus accomplished
on the cross. As Luther put it, “God doesn’t need your good works, but your
neighbor does.” And that takes faith and obedience, even when it doesn’t make
sense.
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and
Program Director of Harvest Workers, an online ministry training program (learn more at
www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach
congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments:
512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.

Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Ric Landvatter
Teresa Kiel
Dorothy Burris
Charlie Koehler
Willie Bloch

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Dot Day
Pat Sagebiel
Donald Jackson
Tootsie Rodgers
Sandy Wille

Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Gladys Fruehling
Debbie Lehmann
Robert Vogel
Steve Foerster
Ronnie Glenewinkel

** Please note: if someone you have
placed on this list has been helped by our
prayers, please notify the church office so
the person's name can be removed.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Dennis & Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Jo and Dwight Vorpahl, niece and nephew of Clarice Ullrich
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, TX Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz
Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris
Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer
Leroy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Karen Knapp, sister, of Margit Thurston
Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers
Stacey Anderson Hall & Madison, friends of Faith Preschool
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
Bill Schade, friend of Hope Circle, Friday Work Crew & Faith
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm &
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Scaramozi Families
Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel
Oscar Boelter, brother of Melvin Boelter
Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara
Taylor Canell, Friend and family of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Hilbert
Lindsey Taylor Knight, Friend of Cathy Wensinger
Kaye Weaver, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Brenda Hallmark, niece of Jodi and LeRoy Schievelbein
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
Kristy Denison, Friend of Katharine Schievelbein
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen
Janet Essler, Friend of Katharine Schievelbein
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue
Gene Brown, friend of Bryan and Diane Terp and Faith
Blumberg
Pam Neal, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Elouise Lawrence, family of M’liss Harrington and Pat Bodine
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards
Donna Hamilton, family of M’liss Harrington and Pat Bodine
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Sally Liberty, friend of Susan Foerster
Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Gabriel Jaramillo, son of Irma Jaramillo
Terri Hartmann, friend and teacher of Faith Preschool
Tiffany Robbins Hickman, granddaughter of Margit Thurston
Chris Marek, friend of Debbie Vogel
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Preschool News
Submitted by Preschool Director Sharon Stollewerk

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING
(as told to Ms. Stollewerk by the five day Preschoolers)
Once upon a time, there were some people called Pilgrims who lived in England. They couldn't
pray to God like they wanted, so they got on their big boat called the Mayflower and sailed far
away. Big storms came, and some fell off the boat. Some got sick with diseases like chicken pox
and the virus. Some ate too much sugar and rotten food that was slimy, and they died. Then they
ran out of fish and beans. After a long trip, they landed the boat at "Round Rock", and they prayed
to God. They started to build houses, and then bad snow storms came. It snowed for forty days
and forty nights. More people died because they didn't like the cold, and there was no
food. Finally Spring came and melted all the snow. They met an Indian man named Squinto, who
taught them how to grow stuff like corn. The Pilgrims taught the Indians how to hunt turkeys and
buffalo. Everyone was happy and everything in the garden was good. So they decided to have a
party called a feast. They had too much food to eat. They had turkey, corn, strawberries, apples,
grapes, blueberries, pears, broccoli, pumpkin pies, deer meat, fish meat, bear meat, chocolate
chip cookies, brownies, and pecan pie. The children played soccer, chase, pin the arrow on the
buffalo, and danced with rain sticks. The party lasted 100 hours. They didn't forget to pray to God
and say "thank you" and "we love you God." And that is how it all started.
The two-year-olds in the Mother's Morning Out class are thankful for mommies and daddies, pet
dogs, teachers and yummy cookies. Mrs. Cave's 3 Day preschoolers are thankful for friends,
family, and God. The Fulltime two-year-olds are thankful for muddy pigs and horses. Mrs.
Neuman's class is thankful for their teachers, family and friends, and Ms. Stollewerk's
preschoolers are thankful for friends, snacks, their teachers, the gym, and Jesus. The entire staff
would like to express how very thankful we are for all of our wonderful families and the Faith
Lutheran congregation that continues to love and support us. We count you as our special
blessings! Happy Thanksgiving from the Preschool!!

P age 9

WOMEN OF FAITH IN DECEMBER Poinsettias to
CHARITY CIRCLE—Monday, December 14th, 6:30 PM , Activity
Center (NOT the 21st as written in yearbook)
Bring finger food to share and either newborn or
size 4 diapers for the STPCC instead of a gift
exchange.
LOVE CIRCLE—Tuesday, December 15th, 9:30 AM, Christmas party
in the Activity Center

HOPE CIRCLE—Thursday, Dec. 17th, in the Activity Center.

2021 Women of Faith Officers
Treasurer -Doris Engelhardt
Chair of Charity Circle -Lisa Owen
Chair of Hope Circle -Karen Huff
Chair of Love Circle -Nancy Wieding

Prayers of the Congregation Are
Requested for:
The family of Jennifer Patek. Jennifer passed through death into
eternal life on Wednesday, November 11, here in Seguin. Funeral services
were held at Faith Lutheran on Tuesday, November 17th. Please
remember her husband Tim, their children Hannah and Cameron, and the
rest of her family in your prayers in the days and weeks to come.
The family of George Sullivan, father of Julia Glenewinkel. Mr. Sullivan
passed through death into eternal life on Thursday, November 19 in San
Antonio. Please remember Julia and the rest of her family in your prayers in
th the days and weeks to come.

Holy Happenings at Faith
†

†

Faith members contributed $1,790 to the Bounds family that
lost their home in a fire last month. Pam Bounds is the
daughter of Alfreida Lieter (who was one of our preschool
teachers for many years), and Pam grew up and was
confirmed in our congregation.
Faith has been holding services throughout the pandemic.
Whether indoor or outdoor, our attendance has averaged
105 people. Our livestream averages an additional 25
people and/or families. We are grateful that we are able to
spread God’s word in these ways.

Brighten
Sanctuary
The chancel area will
be decorated with
poinsettias for the
season. If you would
be willing to share
your plants, please
bring them to church
by 5:00 PM on
Wednesday, Dec.
22nd. If you would
like your poinsettia to
be in memory or in
honor of someone,
please call or email
the church office
(communications@
faithseguion.org)
with this information
by noon Friday, Dec.
18th, so that a
complete list of
names can be
published in the
bulletins. Poinsettias
will need to be
cleared from the
sanctuary by Dec.
30th. Before leaving
your plants at
church, please label
with your name to
make identification
easier.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DECEMBER
2020
Faith Lutheran Church Council
Tim Bogisch , President
Fran Braun, Vice-President … Youth Team
Emma Jean Becker, Secretary … Social Concerns/Fellowship
Matt Sherwood, Treasurer
Chase White, Asst. Treasurer … Worship Team,
Brandon Westerholm… Stewardship Team
Joanne Shanafelt … Evangelism and Mission Outreach Team
Dianne Chambers….. Christian Education Team
Diane Ratliff…….Preschool Team
Karl Boysen … Property Management Team

CHURCH STAFF
 Youth/Christ. Ed Dir….Andrew Cave
 Office Manager………....Angie Rohde
 Music / Communications Director
………………........Roxanne Heckmann
 Children/Youth Music
Dir…...……….…..….....LeAnne White

PRESCHOOL & EXTENDED CARE STAFF


Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk

What’s Happening
in December?
Decorate church for
Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 6, after
worship
Faith Family Christmas
Celebration & Cong. Mtg.
Sunday, Dec. 13

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman
 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave.
 3 Day PS Aid….……….Joy McKinnis
 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sheri Scaief
 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann
 MMO Teacher……….…Sarah Graham

 Organist/Pianist………..Annette Stout

 MMO Aide…….....…….….Sandy Koepp

 Children’s Ministry …...… Lisa Owen

 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires

 Financial Asst... …... Debbie Mozisek

 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen

Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, Dec. 24
4:00 & 7:00 PM

