First Sunday of Christmas – December 27, 2020
Today we celebrate the Baptism of Cooper Kerry Koehler
Serving us in worship today: Pastors: David Mayer, Rusty Bailey;
Lay Reader: Chase White; Music: Annette Stout, LeAnne White;
Children’s Church: Lisa Owen, Ushers: Mark Herbold, Cecil Schulze, Chase
White, Jud Alexander and Patrick Schulze; AV: Andrew Kuehne, Roxanne
Heckmann

Welcome to Worship!
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, a people who love and follow Jesus Christ , our
Lord! We are blessed and honored that you chose to be with us today!
As we worship inside today, we encourage you to fellowship with other believers
while maintaining a safe distance, wearing your face covering at all times, and
observing our COVID-19 protocols. Children’s Church for ages pre-K through third
grade will meet their leader during the hymn of the day. Please keep your mask on
during the service and as you are ushered out . We ask that you join in fellowship
OUTSIDE and do not congregate in the Narthex before or following the service .

Please Stand

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

LBW 55 Verses 1 & 3

1) Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!
Christ is born today!
3) Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:

If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the
truth. But if we confess our sins to him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all wickedness. (1 John 1: 8-9, NLT)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
– “Lord God, heavenly King, …” Pg 80 LBW
♫ Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
Receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen ♫

You may be seated.

Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
9

A: Here ends the reading.

Praise the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2
Great are the works of the Lord,
studied by all who delight in them.
3
Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
4
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and merciful.
5
He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
6
He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
7
The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;
8
they are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
9
He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!

10

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!

A: Here ends the reading.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
4

A: Here ends the reading.
Please stand for the Holy Gospel.

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law
of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up
in his arms and blessed God and said,
29
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”
22

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when
she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming
up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
36

A: The Gospel of the Lord.

You may be seated.

“Now we Join in Celebration” LBW 203 Verse 1

“Do You Want To Be a Servant or a Son (Daughter)?"

Pastor Mayer

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”… pg. 96 LBW
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, And uphold me with your free Spirit. ♫

A:

Let us pray. Most merciful God,

C:

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Sponsors:

(state your name)

Please stand as you are able.

P: I ask these who seek Baptism and all present to profess your faith in
Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in Jesus

in which we baptize- Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all
his empty promises?
All:
P:

Do you believe in God the Father?

All:
P:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the only Son of God?

All:

P:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

All:

You may be seated.

Cooper Kerry Koehler, we baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of The Holy Spirit. Amen

(Blessing of the parents and sponsors)
All:

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LBW 259 Verse 1 & 3
(Please see next page.)

A: Go In Peace To Love And Serve The Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

Have been given to the glory of God by Pat Bodine in memory of her husband, Thomas
Bodine.
This week has been sponsored to the glory of God by Pat Bodine in memory of her husband,
Thomas Bodine.
:
Month to Date (December): $31,454.00; YTD Offerings and Misc. $476,042.21*
(2020 budgeted offerings is $549,000) *The PPP loan/grant had previously been included
in the YTD total and no longer is in that number.
Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Ric Landvatter
Teresa Kiel
Dorothy Burris
Charlie Koehler
Willie Bloch
Marcus Jahns

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Dot Day
Pat Sagebiel
Donald Jackson
Steve Foerster
Sandy Wille
Harold Bogisch

Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Gladys Fruehling
Debbie Lehmann
Robert Vogel
Tootsie Rodgers
Ronnie Glenewinkel

Today Cooper receives the Promise, which is given in Holy Baptism. Together with his
parents, Cameron and Christine, and his siblings, Charlotte and Clark, we share their joys as
Cooper is received into the Kingdom of God. The prayers of our church family are requested
for Cooper as he begins a New Life in Christ. The sponsors for Cooper Kerry are Kendell
Koehler, Colby Amescua, Jacob Amescua, Megan Amescua and members of Faith Lutheran
Church. Cooper’s grandparents are Kerry and Mary Koehler and Russell and Glenda
Amescua.

For the family of Vera Denyer, mother of Irys Hicklin. Mrs. Denyer passed through death
into eternal life this week. Private graveside services will be held at Fort Sam Houston
Cemetery on December 31st. Please remember Irys and her family in your thoughts and
prayers in the days and weeks to come.

(COVID safety protocols are followed at all church events)

The worship committee invites you to stay after worship on next Sunday, January 3, to
help take down Christmas decorations around the sanctuary. We appreciate all the help
we had putting them up. Now it’s time to box them back up until next Christmas!
Remember to take your poinsettias if you have not already done so. Thank you for sharing
them with us!

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board outside the church offices. If you
would like to provide flowers during the year, please remember to sign up for the Sunday
of your choice as soon as possible.
“Words of Faith” is a 30-minute recorded portion of our Sunday worship service and is
broadcast on KWED 1580 AM every Sunday morning at 8:00. Families or individuals wishing
to sponsor a broadcast may do so for $50. The sign-up sheet for 2021 is also on the bulletin
board outside the church offices.

The trip to the Holy Land is still ON! Dates are November 01--11, 2021.
Pat Sagebiel of Ascot Travels Seguin has graciously agreed to take over the arrangements
for the trip. We just need more people to sign-up. It is not too late. This is your chance
to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, take a ride in a wooden boat across the Sea of Galilee and
much more. Learn from God’s Word as you stand where Jesus stood! Join us for this life
changing adventure to the Holy Land November 1-11, 2021!
Please contact Pat Sagebiel at Ascot Travel Seguin, 825 N. Camp St., Seguin, TX,
830-372-3003 (ext. 202) or e-mail cowboypat@ascottravel.com for more information.

Thank you to those of you who have been dropping off items for the Christian Cupboard.
The December items are macaroni and cheese and peanut butter, any variety or brand. This
week’s update is 71 items as of December 21.
GRMC is partnering with The City of Seguin and the New Braunfels Food Bank to provide a
Mega Food Distribution on Thursday, January 7, 2021, from 9:30 AM - 11:30 at the Seguin
Coliseum. Anyone in need is encouraged to register. To sign up for this distribution, please
register online at: https://nbfoodbank.org/cvresponse/getfood/ Registration is quick and
easy – online registration is required. Vouchers will not be handed out for this
distribution. Anyone in need of registering that does not have internet access may call 830327-6000 between the hours of 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday, to be registered.
We are also in need of volunteers for this event (adults 18+). If you would like to register
to volunteer from 8am-Noon on Thursday, January 7, 2021, please use the link below. Your
help is greatly needed and appreciated for this event.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FAEA62EAAFC1-food6
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