Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Thankoffering Service November 15, 2020

Serving us in worship today:
Message: Pastor Bryce Formwalt; Lay Reader: Georgie Dittrich
Liturgy: Women of Faith; Music: Annette Stout;
Children’s Church: Andrew Cave
Ushers: Melvin Boelter, Bill Ermel, Clem Howe, Cody Goetz
AV: Andrew Kuehne, Roxanne Heckmann

Welcome to Worship!
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, a people who love and follow Jesus Christ , our
Lord! We are blessed and honored that you chose to be with us today!
As we worship inside today, we encourage you to fellowship with other believers
while maintaining a safe distance, wearing your face covering at all times, and
observing our COVID-19 protocols. Children’s Church for ages pre-K through third
grade will meet their leader during the hymn of the day. Please keep your mask on
during the service and as you are ushered out . We ask that you join in fellowship
OUTSIDE and do not congregate in the Narthex before or following the service .

Roxanne Heckmann
Lutheran Women of Faith

Treasurer -

Doris Engelhardt

Chair of Charity Circle - Lisa Owen
Chiar of Hope Circle -

Karen Huff

Chair of Love Circle -

Nancy Wieding

A:

These women have been called to lead and disciple in our midst this year. By
the waters of Holy Baptism, we are claimed as God’s own and brought into a
new relationship with Him. In the words of the Great Commission, Jesus called
us to go and make disciples. Do you hear the word of God, and do you accept
the responsibility to use your talents and gifts to share Jesus with others and
to nurture the faith of all God’s people?

Leaders: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

A:

(To the Congregation) It is God’s intention that we are drawn into a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ and that we support each other as disciples in
the world. Will you remember our women’s ministry leaders and all those
involved in this ministry in your prayers and support and encourage them in
their spiritual well-being?

C:

We will, and we ask God to help us.

All:

Gracious God, we gather as a community to raise before you the women’s
ministry of this congregation. Keep each one of us in the covenant of our
baptism that we may eagerly seek to know your word and your will. Help us
to live faithful lives and be eager agents of your transforming power as
we go and make your disciples in the world. We pray this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

We are dedicated to the sharing of Christ’s love with each other and with our
neighbor by worshiping God and serving people.
Lutheran Women of Faith are committed to coming together for regular Bible
Study and service. We support each other in all our outreach and Lutheran World
Relief Activities through spiritual growth in our congregation, our community and
throughout the world.

Please stand as you able.

“For the Beauty of the Earth” LBW 561 Verses 1 and 4
1) For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain:

Christ, our Lord, to you we raise this our sacrifice of praise.
4) For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A:

If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the
truth. But if we confess our sins to him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all wickedness. (1 John 1: 8-9, NLT)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

A:

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

A:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A: Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us.
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea

C: We thank you, Lord.
A: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ

C: We thank you, Lord.
A: For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends

C: We thank you, Lord.
A: For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve

C: We thank you Lord.
A: For health and strength to work and leisure to rest and play

C: We thank you, Lord.
A: For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity

C: We thank you, Lord.

A: For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice

C: We thank you, Lord.
A: For the communion of saints, in all times and places

C: We thank you, Lord.
A: Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in
Christ Jesus our Lord

C: To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.
“Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow” LBW 565
♫ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ♫
You may be seated.

7

Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and

failed to obey them. Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says
the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.
“But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’
8

“Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me!

“But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’
“You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under
a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 10 Bring all the tithes
into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,”
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for
you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it
in! Try it! Put me to the test! 11 Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard
them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before
they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 12 “Then all nations will call
you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the LORD of Heaven’s
Armies.
A: Here ends the reading.

Now regarding your question about the money being collected for God’s
people in Jerusalem. You should follow the same procedure I gave to the
churches in Galatia. 2 On the first day of each week, you should each put
aside a portion of the money you have earned. Don’t wait until I get there
and then try to collect it all at once. 3 When I come, I will write letters of
recommendation for the messengers you choose to deliver your gift to
Jerusalem. 4 And if it seems appropriate for me to go along, they can travel
with me.
A: Here ends the reading.
Please stand for the Holy Gospel.

25

“That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have

enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food,
and your body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds. They don’t plant or
harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And
aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? 27 Can all your worries add
a single moment to your life?
28

“And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how

they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, 29 yet Solomon in all his
glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30 And if God cares so
wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire
tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith?
31

“So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we

drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of
unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33 Seek
the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you
everything you need.
34

“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries.

Today’s trouble is enough for today.
A: The Gospel of the Lord.

You may be seated.
“Have You Seen Jesus My Lord?”

verses 1 & 4

(Children meet for Children’s Church)

(Refrain)
Have you seen Jesus my Lord
He's here in plain view
Take a look open your eyes
He'll show it to you

1) Have you ever look at the sunset
With the sky mellowing red
And the clouds suspended like feathers
Then I say….. you've seen Jesus my Lord (Refrain)
4) Have you ever stood in the Family
With the Lord there in your midst
Seen the Face of Christ on each other
Then I say…You’ve seen Jesus My Lord (Refrain)

Give Thanks”

Please stand.

(Please see next page)
As we sing the offertory, Women of Faith may bring their Thankoffering up the center aisle
and return to their pews via the outside aisles.

A:

Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C: God of grace, You have showered us with abundance and entrusted to us to
serve you as disciples in the world. Accept these offerings to further your mission.
Help us to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage
in ministry and action and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society
and the world. Accept these gifts and this prayer that, nurtured by your Word, filled

with your spirit and fed at your table, we may share with gladness all that you have
shared with us until all creation is satisfied. Amen.

With the whole people of Christ Jesus, let us call upon God for the sake of the
Church, the world and all in need of prayer. Almighty God, who makes all things
good, You created us to be caretakers and stewards of Your creations. You equip
us to provide for the people, places and ministries that You have entrusted to our
care. Draw us together in the light of faith and hope so that we may recognize our
calling to this work. We pray in abundance,
C:

Father, equip us.

A:

Almighty God who blesses our labor, You light our paths with the histories of

women who acted boldly on their faith to change the world. Bring their influence
to our attention and their stories to our lips and ears. May we see in them our own
potential to live boldly. We pray in abundance,
C:

Father, make us bold.

A:

Almighty God who provides, You endow us with all we need to nurture, harvest

and share the fruits of creation. In this abundance, direct our eyes and feet to our
neighbors who are on the margins, both near and far. Give us curiosity and courage
to live into the fullness of communities. We pray in abundance,
C:

Father, give us courage.

A:

Almighty God who was and is and will be, through Lutheran Congregations in

Mission for Christ you have called us more deeply into a relationship with you and
the world. Bless every church, everywhere, that through our work, all may know your
grace and accept your call to love one another and serve as your disciples in the
world, until all have heard of you and your saving grace. We pray in abundance,
C:

Father, help us heed your call.

A:

Almighty God who reaches every people, turn our hearts to see those with us

now, gathered at this Thank offering service to give thanks and praise to you. Urge
us on to the fullness of life, in the name of Christ, our Lord.
C:

AMEN

“Let All Things Now Living”

LBW 557 Verse 1

1. Let all things now living
a song of thanksgiving
to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,
protected and stayed us,
who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God's banners are o'er us,
his light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished
and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.
A: Go In Peace To Love And Serve The Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

Have been given to the glory of God by Jason and Megan Harvey in celebration of Hattie
Vesper’s first birthday and in thankfulness of their many blessings.
This week has been sponsored by Albert and Irene Menn to the Glory of God to help spread
the Word of God’s saving Grace throughout the community and to present homebound
and others in the listening area an opportunity to hear and learn more about the power of
Our Lord.
:
Month to Date (November): $18,618.00; YTD Offerings and Misc. $480,326.66
(2020 budgeted offerings is $549,000)

Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Ric Landvatter
Teresa Kiel
Dorothy Burris
Charlie Koehler
Willie Bloch

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Dot Day
Pat Sagebiel
Donald Jackson
Lisa Owen
Sandy Wille

Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Gladys Fruehling
Debbie Lehmann
Robert Vogel
Tootsie Rodgers

(COVID safety protocols are followed at all church events)

We will be receiving a special offering today to help the family of Pamela and Jason Bounds
who lost their home in a fire this past week. Pam is the daughter of Alfreida Leiter (who was
one of our preschool teachers for many years), and Pam grew up and was confirmed in our
congregation.
For the family of Jennifer Patek. Jennifer passed through death into eternal life on
Wednesday, November 11, here in Seguin. Please remember her husband Tim, their
children Hannah and Cameron, and the rest of her family in your prayers in the days and
weeks to come.

The handmade quilts decorating the sanctuary this morning will be donated to Lutheran
World Relief. The Wednesday Morning Sewing Ladies have completed 450 quilts this year.
Quilting supplies that are used include material of all kinds, old sheets, blankets,
bedspreads, sewing thread, and crochet thread. Helping hands are always welcome. Thanks
to all who donate! Donations may be left at church or call Margit Thurston at 305-0035.
Thankofferings help make ministry happen all around the world. In the early 1900s, women
gave their offerings to build orphanages, provide medical care for the poor, pay salaries for
overseas missionaries, feed the hungry, and help women develop leadership skills. Today,
Thankofferings promote the same kind of care and commitment to provide a future with
hope. The offerings received today will go to Lutheran World Relief. Please make all checks
payable to “Faith Lutheran” and bring your envelope forward during the offering and place
it in the basket in the front of the church. Faith Lutheran has always been so giving and
supportive of this cause, and the Women of Faith thank you! These funds will go toward
shipping the projects we work on throughout the year, such as quilts, school kits, personal
care kits, and baby care kits. The tablecloth on the Thankoffering table was a gift to the
Women of Faith from the Women of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Millicent, South Australia.
It was given in 1986 when Seguin and Millicent were sister cities during their mutual
Sesquicentennials. The two congregations also exchanged letters and visits, and The
Women of Faith sent a banner to our sister congregation that same year.

The Endowment Fund Committee is now accepting applications for the distribution of the
2020 Endowment Fund earnings. Applications can be picked up in the church office or can
be found at www.faithseguin.org. These applications must be completed and returned to
the office in a sealed envelope by December 4, 2020. If delivered or mailed, please indicate
the contents of the envelope on the outside.

Once again, as in past years, Faith members are called upon to participate in the annual
local Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. The Guadalupe County/Seguin unit is known locally
as the “go to” resource for offering financial assistance with utility bills and rent, temporary
housing, and disaster relief. There are two sign-up sheets located in the narthex, one for
Thursday, December 10th, and one for Thursday, December 17th. Locations for these bell
ringing days will be the Market entrance of the Seguin Walmart on the 10th and the Home
and Pharmacy entrance on the 17th. Hours for Faith are from 9:00 AM—3:00 PM on the
10th and 9:00 AM—9:00 PM on the 17th. The Salvation Army will provide all the personnel
protective equipment that is deemed important: gloves, masks, sanitizing wipes, hand
sanitizers, etc. They also are making movable full body shields that volunteers can choose
to use. Aprons will not be used this year. Please consider giving a gift of your time this
holiday season and volunteer for a two-hour time slot. For more information, contact Bryan
Terp or any member of the Social Concerns Committee.

The following dates are open on our 2020 Altar Flower sponsor chart. If you would like to
provide flowers on any of these dates, please call the church office or sign up on the bulletin
board in the hallway across from the communications office. FLOWERS: December 27th.
Thank you to those of you who have been dropping off items for the Christian Cupboard.
The November items are beans. Any variety or brand. This week’s update is 22 items as of
November 9.
Our Children’s Ministry team is looking for Sunday school teachers for our Pre K –
Kindergarten AND for volunteers to lead Children’s Church occasionally. Please let Lisa
Owen know if you would like to help out in this important ministry.

The preschool staff would like to thank all of the volunteers who have provided snacks for
our little ones over the years. Because of the preschool’s increased enrollment and food
and nutrition guidelines we have to follow, the preschool committee has decided to ask not
only for snack contributions but monetary contributions as well. The staff would then use
the contributions to purchase the needed food items. We feel the staff is better equipped
to know the quantities, brands, and sizes of the specific items needed.
If you would like to help our preschool, we would like you to check the option you prefer
below, and return the form to the church office or to Sharon Stollewerk at the preschool.
Thank you in advance for always supporting this wonderful ministry!
_____ I would prefer to purchase and contribute needed snack items as specified by the
preschool director. (379-7074) (Prepackaged snack items/bags or cans of fruit etc.) You
may drop off at preschool at your convenience.
_____ I would prefer to make a monetary donation for the purchase of needed snack items
for the preschool.
Name_________________________________________________________________________

(Please print)

