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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…
“but words will never hurt me..” - Really?

Altar Flowers
in September
6th—Pat & Missy
Sagebiel
13th– Sherwood
Family
20th—Available
27th– Melvin
Boelter

“Words of

Faith” in
September
6th– Ermel
Family
13th-Available
20th-Available
27th-Available

The old children’s rhyme says “Sticks and stones may break my bones but
words will never hurt me.” The rhyme was intended to help children who were
being bullied and picked on, but did it really help? But is that really true?
I think not. Hard or harsh words may leave no visible scares – but often do
words leave huge emotional and even spiritual scared deep within us. Words
can be very powerful!
I was recently helping a young person who was often told that they were
dumb, ugly and worthless. Though this young person took the words with no
outward indication that they hurt – I know they did. From personal experience
– I know that words can damage a soul!
Here are a few words from The Word about our words, quoted from the New
Living Translation (NLT):
 “A gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers
flare.” (Proverbs 15:1).
 “The tongue of the wise makes knowledge appealing, but the mouth of a
fool belches out foolishness.” (Proverbs 15:2).
 “Gentle words are a tree of life; a deceitful tongue crushes the
spirit.” (Proverbs 15:4).
 “The lips of the wise give good advice; the heart of a fool has none to
give.” (Proverbs 15:7).
 “Kind words are like honey—sweet to the soul and healthy for the
body.” (Proverbs 16:24).
 “Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as
all types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has
forgiven you.” Ephesians 4:31-32
For additional wisdom from God, James 3:1-12 reveals the damage our
tongues can do!
As I pondered these verses, I thought about three audiences that hear our
words. The first audience for our words is the Lord. Ask yourself these
questions: Do I only talk to my Heavenly Father when I need something? Do I
simply verbally dump all my issues on Jesus, viewing my relationship with
Him as if He were my own personal miracle worker? Do I speak words of praise
and gratitude to the Holy Spirit? Do I think about my prayers?
The second audience of our words is us. What do I say to myself? Are my
words to myself soft or harsh? Do I really believe what the Word of God says
about me – good and bad? ? Do I speak life to myself, or do I break my spirit?
Do I use words that are gracious? I want us to take responsibility to speak
wisely to ourselves, so that with the help of Jesus, we encourage ourselves to
become the best we can to honor the Lord Jesus.
(Continued on page 2)
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…continued

September
Birthdays
02 Lacy Beran
02 Charles Pfluger
04 Mylee Bloch
04 Jessie Schievelbein
05 Richard Hodge
06 Sandy Wille
07 Kerry Koehler
07 Addison Seidel
08 Tucker Edwards
09 Mary Flippin
10 Marlin Maltony
12 Lisa Boenig
13 Jim Hilbert
13 Julie Sherwood
14 Caroline
Sherwood
17 Mary Ermel
17 Jon Ullrich
20 Patrick Schulze
20 Matt Sherwood
22 Jenna Menking
22 John Nash
23 Janet Wolber

The third audience for our words are the people we communicate with.
While I want to have self-control over my words, it often is not enough. Do
I speak negatively to others, find fault in almost everyone I meet? Can my
words be kinder, softer, and more honest? What is inside of us will spill
out in our words to others. That is why it is really important for us to
nurture, encourage, and fill our souls with truth, Scriptures, and positive
thoughts.
Let me close with the word of God written by Paul to the Church in
Ephesians 4: 29 Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you
say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to
those who hear them. 30 And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by
the way you live. Remember, He has identified you as His
own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption.
31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well
as all types of evil behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each other,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has
forgiven you.
Those are words that will never hurt you! - Pastor Jim
Worship Update for Faith Lutheran: We are again entering a new phase of
the CODIV-19 pandemic and can begin making plans to return to inside
worship. Please remember - Church was never canceled, it just looked
different for a while as we worshipped outside and via live-stream,
Facebook and YouTube platforms. The Gospel is proclaimed and the
Lord’s Sacraments continue to be celebrated among us. I would like to
share with you the current plans that we have to return to a more regular
worship life. Please understand that the schedule below is tentative and
depends on the status of the COVID19 pandemic in Guadalupe County.
August 23 and 30-Worship under the trees at 8:30 AM, weather
permitting, online only should rain or bad
weather occur.
September 6 and 13-Worship outside at 8:30 AM (weather
permitting) with Children’s Church, and, inside at
9:30 AM – please chose one. Those who choose
to worship inside will be asked to follow the
COVID19 protocols posted on the doors and in
place since March 2020. (Temperature check as
you enter, hand sanitizing and masks are
required during this period.)
September 20…. We will resume our regular every Sunday worship
time of 9 AM in the Sanctuary. COVID19
protocols during this period will depend on the
health / risk status as determined by local health
professionals. Sunday School and Bible Class will
resume soon afterwards.
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THANK YOU
Faith Lutheran members came through as they always do
in August! We were able to create and donate “Goodie
Bags” for our First Responders and GRMC staff to thank
them for their work during this pandemic! Our preschool
made them a banner and several members wrote personal
notes of thanks!

September
Birthdays
24 Tom Stout
24 George Mannel
25 Jessica Westerholm

25 Jody Schievelbein
26 Steve Frase
27 Cole Taylor
28 Matthew Fransen
28 Melvin Boelter
29 Gretchen Goetz
30 Maureen Thornhill

September
Anniversaries
18 Chuck & Sue
Powell

GOLF CARTS NEEDED
The National Via De Cristo Gathering will be held here in
Seguin at TLU in July of 2021, and many plans need to be
made in advance. They are in need of several 4-6
passenger golf carts to be used to transport guests with
mobile issues to and from events around campus. If you
have a 4-6 passenger cart that you would consider
loaning them for a weekend, please contact Doris
Engelhardt at 830-303-9999.

20 Tom & Annette
Stout
21 Andrew & Kim
Koenig
27 Larry & Diane
Ratliff
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Back to school blessing

Dear Heavenly Father,
For all the children returning to school, send your Holy Spirit as their guide and
protector. Keep them free from danger and unnecessary harm. Put our sons and
daughters in the right place, at the right time, to receive your grace. Let them
learn and grow strong. May the presence of your Spirit fill their hearts. Help
us to mature as parents and caregivers. Bless every family, oh Lord. We
entrust our children to you, dear God. Since from the beginning they are yours
to keep. In the name of the greatest Son of all, Jesus Christ, AMEN

Faith
On
Tour
Projects
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Preschool
News
Submitted by Preschool Director Sharon Stollewerk

Fun while learning about life in the desert!

Using our fine motor skills
at the easel!
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Seismic
Shifts
At this time in the life
of our nation and with
all that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

2020 has been one heck of a year. Yes, I know, “heck” is just a polite way of saying
“H-E-double hockey sticks,” but it seems to accurately describe how many have
felt about this year which has been marked by global pandemic, unprecedented
job loss, economic uncertainty, and racial, political, and social division. The church
and the Gospel mission seem increasingly marginalized--shoved aside as our
nation and world endure this cultural earthquake and its devastating aftershocks.
When the earth stops quaking and we emerge from our places of refuge to take
stock of the destruction and survey the landscape which is forever changed by the
seismic shifts that have taken place, we will undoubtedly cry out to God in despair
and lamentation for the losses sustained and the suffering we see all around. Yet
in the midst of this cultural upheaval, I believe God is at work and is calling the
church to continue his restorative work. With the earth still quaking the and the
world still shaking, the mission of Jesus in the world draws the faithful to emerge
out of hiding and into the chaos to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with
our God.

Paul urges us in Ephesians 4 “to live worthy of the calling you have received, with
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” By
“speaking the truth in love” we are called to grow up in every way into the image
of Christ. This divided and devastated world desperately needs the united body of
Christ. The world needs the hope and love of Jesus and God has given you and me,
as members of the body of Christ, the calling to be the united body of Christ in the
world.
What does this look like? I think we are only beginning to learn all that this could
look like for the future. But I believe it starts with prayer and lamentation and an
emerging from our safe havens to love dangerously and care for the suffering. We
need to listen to one another well, seeking mutual understanding and to build
bridges instead of walls. Without ever compromising truth, we conquer evil with
love and grace…just as Jesus has done for each of us.
And when the aftershocks come, we cling to Jesus and his body, the Church. “For
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” - Psalm 46
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program
Director of Harvest Workers, an online ministry training program (learn more at
www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach
congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776
or bryce@lcmctexas.org.

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO
Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Ric Landvatter
Teresa Kiel
Faye Talley

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Dot Day
Sue Blumberg
Debbie Lehmann

Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Gladys Fruehling
Pat Sagebiel
Ronnie Foreman

** Please note: if someone you have placed on
this list has been helped by our prayers,
please notify the church office so the person's
name can be removed. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Dennis & Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Jo and Dwight Vorpahl, niece and nephew of Clarice Ullrich
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White
Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, Texas
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
John Otto, friend of Kuempel family
Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer
Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Leroy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt
Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers
Karen & Joel Knapp, sister, brother in law of Margit Thurston
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
Stacey Anderson Hall & Madison, friends of Faith Preschool
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
Bill Schade, friend of Hope Circle, Friday Work Crew & Faith
John Murphy, relative of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington
Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm &
Doug Hester, friend of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Scaramozi Families
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Oscar Boelter, brother of Melvin Boelter
Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel
Taylor Canell, Friend and family of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara Hilbert
Lindsey Taylor Knight, Friend of Cathy Wensinger
Laura Ashworth & Jacey Kent, friends of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Brenda Hallmark, niece of Jodi and LeRoy Schievelbein
Kaye Weaver, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Kristy Denison, Friend of Katharine Schievelbein
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen
Janet Essler, Friend of Katharine Schievelbein
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Gene Brown, friend of Bryan and Diane Terp and Faith
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Pam Neal, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards
Elouise Lawrence, family of M’liss Harrington and Pat Bodine
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Donna Hamilton, family of M’liss Harrington and Pat Bodine
Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
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The Hebrews 10:24 Community Church owns the “2 Burros Micro Coffee Roasting
Company.” To generate additional revenue, 2-Burros will be selling surplus coffee
through its mail-order business as explained in the flyer. It is great to see this
mission congregation begin its sustaining operations. As many of you know, Hebrews
10:24 CC serves a poor neighborhood in San Antonio. They focus on the homeless
in the area. They do not expect the congregation to fund itself. The coffee sales are
essential to their success. Remember, this is our opportunity to support a mission
congregation within the LCMC Texas District.
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Women of Faith in September
Charity Circle—Monday, September 21st, in Activity Center at 7:00 PM
Love Circle—Tuesday, September 15th, in Activity Center at 9:30 AM
Hope Circle—Thursday, September 17, in Activity Center at 2:00 PM
(All of these, are of course, subject to change)

This is the time of the year when people start thinking of school and
school supplies. The stores have their shelves full of school supplies
and the sales are on. So please remember to support the Women of
Faith in providing school kits for Lutheran World Relief. In 2019,
Charity Circle packed 151 school kits. We could not have done it
without the contributions of school supplies by the members of
Faith. Here is a listing of the school supplies needed for each kit:

MEN OF FAITH
The Men of Faith
Lutheran Church will
meet for breakfast
and Bible study on
Saturday, September
26, at 8:30 AM in
the Activity Center All
men
in
the
congregation
are
invited.
We will
continue our study
on the book of
Joshua. Breakfast
will be provided with
a free will offering

4
70 sheet notebooks (wide or college ruled); 1-2 1/2” eraser
1
30 cm ruler with inches on other side; 1 pencil sharpener
1
blunt scissors; 1 box of 16 or 24 crayons
5
unsharpened #2 pencils ; 5 blk or blue ball point pens
Please place any school supplies in the basket located in the
narthex. Thanks for your help and support in this worthwhile project.
Please join us for a come and go
Baby Shower honoring
Chase & LeAnne White!
Drop by at your delight
To shower baby Jackson White
Stay a little, stay a while,
Either way will make us smile!

Saturday, September 27th
1 p.m.—3 p.m. LEC

www.babylist.com/baby-leanne-white
Prayers of the Congregation Are Requested for
For the family of John M. Nash III, father of John “Bubba” Nash IV. Mr.
Nash passed through death into eternal life on Saturday, August 8. A
public celebration is planned for a later date. Please keep John and the
rest of his family in your prayers in the days and weeks to come.
The family of Robert Stoeltje. Robert passed through death into
eternal life on Sunday, August 16. Please keep his family in
your prayers in the days and weeks to come.

Christian
Cupboard Item of
the Month
In the month of
September, the
Christian Cupboard
states that one of
their most needed
items is breakfast
cereal. This includes
any type or brand of
cereal. Please bring
your donations to
church through
September 30th and
place them in the
basket in the narthex
marked Christian
Cupboard.

The Social Concerns Team would like to thank the congregation for its support of
the South Texas Pregnancy Care Center through the Baby Bottle Campaign. We were
able to send a little over $2,400 to the center through your generosity. This will do so
much in helping the center care for healthy babies and families. If you have a bottle or
still want to make a contribution, please bring it to the church. Please continue to keep
this ministry in your prayers.

Council Corner

 Sharon Stollewerk reported on the Pre-School

Programs including enrollments and budgets and
on following the recommended guidelines for the
safety of students and staff as the new school
year begins.

 Financial report indicated offerings down 5%

from budgeted amounts. Optimistically the
shortfalls could be made up by December with
some budget area amounts changing due to the
effects of CO-VID 19.

 Membership and possible nominees for the 2021
budget committee and church council were
discussed.

 Discussion of ministry teams with a suggestion

that teams meet quarterly rather than monthly
starting in September.

Quilting Wednesdays
The quilting ladies will be
resuming their Wednesday
mornings on Wednesday,
September 9th. COVID
protection protocols will be in
place.
If anyone would ever like to
drop Johanna Lange a card or
note, her new address is
Mrs. Johanna Lange
406 Woodlands Dr.
Bastrop, TX 78602-3182
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

September
2020
Faith Lutheran Church Council
Tim Bogisch , President
Fran Braun, Vice-President … Youth Team
Emma Jean Becker, Secretary … Social Concerns/Fellowship
Matt Sherwood, Treasurer
Chase White, Asst. Treasurer … Worship Team,
Brandon Westerholm… Stewardship Team
Joanne Shanafelt … Evangelism and Mission Outreach Team
Dianne Chambers….. Christian Education Team
Diane Ratliff…….Preschool Team
Karl Boysen … Property Management Team

Church Staff
 Senior Pastor………..…....Jim Craver

Preschool & Extended
Care Staff

 Youth/Christ. Ed Dir….Andrew Cave



 Evangelism Dir……….......Harry Dietz

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman

 Office Manager………....Angie Rohde
 Music / Communications Director
………………........Roxanne Heckmann

Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk

 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave.
 3 Day PS Aid….……….Joy McKinnis
 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sheri Scaief

 Children/Youth Music
Dir…...……….…..….....LeAnne White

 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann

 Organist/Pianist………..Annette Stout

 MMO Aide…….....…….….Sandy Koepp

 Children’s Ministry …...… Lisa Owen

 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires

 Financial Asst... …... Debbie Mozisek

 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen

 MMO Teacher……….….Diana Craver



Extended Care…….. Georgie Dittrich

What’s Happening
in September?
As of now…

Sept. 1– Ministry Team
Mtgs. 7:00 PM
Sept. 6—Outdoor Worship
at 8:30
Indoor at 9:30 AM
Sept. 13—Outdoor worship
at 8:30
Indoor at 9:30 AM
Sept. 20—Indoor 9:00 AM
Sept. 26 –Men of Faith
Breakfast & Bible Study
Activity Center 8:30 AM

Sept. 27—White’s Baby
Shower 1-3 PM LEC

