Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost August 30, 2020
Serving us in worship today:
Jim Craver, Pastor; Michelle Kuempel, Lay Reader
Annette Stout, Andrew Cave & LeAnne White, Music;
Kelli Cave, Children’s Church

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church, a people who love and follow Jesus Christ
our Lord! We are blessed and honored that you chose to be with us today!
Today Pastor Jim will begin a new sermon series called “I love my church!” The
goal of this series is to develop a deeper love for what God loves. Clearly Jesus
loves the Church – we see that clearly in Ephesians 5 when Paul directs this
teaching to husbands: “For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ

loved the church. He gave up his life for her to make her holy and clean, washed
by the cleansing of God’s word.” (Ephesians 5:25-26) Today’s message focuses
on God’s desire that we love the Christian community we call our local church –
Faith Lutheran Church of Seguin! The Word from God that directs us is:

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another,
especially now that the day of His return is drawing near.” Hebrews 10: 24-25
As we worship outside today, we encourage you to fellowship with other
believers while maintaining a safe distance and observing our COVID -19
protocols. Children’s Church, for ages pre-K through Third grade, will meet at
the bell tower and proceed to their worship of Jesus.

“Better is One Day”

(Children meet at Bell tower for Children’s Church)

Verse 1
How lovely is Your dwelling place
O Lord almighty
For my soul longs and even faints for You
For here my heart is satisfied
Within Your presence
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings

Chorus
Better is one day in Your courts
Better is one day in Your house
Better is one day in Your courts
Than thousands elsewhere
(Repeat)
Verse 2
One thing I ask and I would seek
To see Your beauty
To find You in the place
Your glory dwells (to Chorus 2x)
Bridge
My heart and flesh cry out
For You the living God
Your Spirit's water to my soul
I've tasted and I've seen
Come once again to me
I will draw near to You
I will draw near to You to You (to Chorus 2x)
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The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
A:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A:

If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the
truth. But if we confess our sins to him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all wickedness. (1 John 1: 8-9, NLT)
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

A:

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.
A:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to dies for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all of our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

“This is the Feast..” pg. 81 LBW
P: This is the feast of victory of our God. Alleluia.
C: Worthy is Christ, the lamb who was slain,
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
Be to God and Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory of our God, for the Lamb who slain
Has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.

A: Our first Word from God today is from the Book of Hebrews, the 10th chapter. In these
verses the Word of God encourages Christians to remain strong in our faith and dedicated
to one another and the sacred assembly we know as Church.

And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy
Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20 By His death, Jesus opened a new and
life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. 21 And since we
have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us go right into
the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting Him. For our guilty
consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and
our bodies have been washed with pure water.
23
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be
trusted to keep His promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another
to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting
19

together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now
that the day of His return is drawing near.
A: Here ends the reading.

A: A Word from our Lord Jesus from John 13.

Dear children, I will be with you only a little longer. And as I told the
Jewish leaders, you will search for Me, but you can’t come where I am
going. 34 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other.
Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love for one
another will prove to the world that you are My disciples.”
33

“In Christ Alone“ (Vs. 1, 2, 4)
1)

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand
2)

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe

This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live
4)

No guilt in life no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand
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Part 1- Loving the people of my congregation!
Please see sermon notes on back of bulletin.
(LBW Pg. 86)

Students and teachers of all levels are asked
to come forward and form a “socially distant” circle for a special blessing.

May the Lord go before you to lead you, behind you to encourage you, beside
you to befriend you, beneath you to uphold you, above you to protect you, within
you to inspire you.

“Earth and All Stars” LBW # 558

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain
A: Go In Peace To Love And Serve The Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

This week has been sponsored to the glory of God by Ted and Doris Engelhardt in honor
of their 52nd wedding anniversary and thankfulness for His many blessings.

Have been given to the glory of God by Kim Kauitzsch and Marilyn Rosenblad in memory
of Larry Rosenblad and David Kauitzsch.

Julie Sagebiel
Carolyn Sagebiel
Ric Landvatter
Teresa Kiel
Faye Talley
Roy Biediger

Judy Saunders
Walt Fruehling
Dot Day
Sue Blumberg
Debbie Lehmann

Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Gladys Fruehling
Pat Sagebiel
Ronnie Foreman

:
Month to Date (August): $33,113.15; YTD Offerings and Misc. $336,276.91
(2020 budgeted offerings is $549,000)

This is the time of the year when people start thinking of school and school supplies. The
stores have their shelves full of school supplies and the sales are on. So please remember
to support the Women of Faith in providing school kits for Lutheran World Relief. In 2019,
Charity Circle packed 151 school kits. We could not have done it without the contributions
of school supplies by the members of Faith. Here is a listing of the school supplies needed
for each kit:
4
70 sheet notebooks (wide or college ruled)
1
30 cm ruler with inches on other side
1
2 1/2” eraser
1
pencil sharpener
1
blunt scissors
5
unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
5
black or blue ball point pens (no gel pens)
1
box of 16 or 24 crayons
Please place any school supplies in the basket located in the narthex. Thanks for your help
and support in this worthwhile project.
The quilting ladies will be resuming their Wednesday mornings on Wednesday,
September 9th. COVID protection protocols will be in place. They would like to thank
everyone who has been dropping off material for them.
According to a news story from Lutheran World Relief, three 40-foot shipping containers
filled with humanitarian aid that included thousands of handmade quilts and kits were
destroyed in the devastating August 4 explosions at the port of Beirut, Lebanon. The total
value of the lost shipments was approximately $624,000 and included 22,000 handmade
quilts, 100 cartons of school supply kits, 300 cartons of personal care kits and 125 cartons
of baby care kits. The quilts and kits from Faith are scheduled to be shipped this fall, and
the ladies are accepting donations now for the school supply and health kits. If you would
like to help LWR, you can visit https://lwr.org/beirut or Faith will be collecting a special
monetary offering until the end of August to send to help replace and give aid to refugees
living in Lebanon, principally from Syria and the Palestinian territories.
: We are again entering a new phase of the CODIV-19 pandemic and
can begin making plans to return to inside worship. Please remember - Church was never
canceled, it just looked different for a while as we worshipped outside and via live-stream,
Facebook and YouTube platforms. The Gospel is proclaimed and the Lord’s Sacraments
continue to be celebrated among us. I would like to share with you the current plans that
we have to return to a more regular worship life. Please understand that the schedule
below is tentative and depends on the status of the COVID19 pandemic in Guadalupe
County.
August 23 and 30- Worship under the trees at 8:30 AM, weather permitting, online
only should rain or bad weather occur.
September 6 and 13- Worship outside at 8:30 AM (weather permitting) with
Children’s Church, and, inside at 9:30 AM – please chose one. Those who choose
to worship inside will be asked to follow the COVID19 protocols posted on the doors

and in place since March 2020. (Temperature check as you enter, hand sanitizing
and masks are required during this period.)
September 20 - We will resume our regular every Sunday worship time of 9 AM in
the Sanctuary. COVID19 protocols during this period will depend on the health /
risk status as determined by local health professionals. Sunday School and Bible
Class will resume soon afterwards.

The National Via De Cristo Gathering will be held here in Seguin at TLU in July of 2021,
and many plans need to be made in advance. They are in need of several 4-6 passenger
golf carts to be used to transport guests with mobile issues to and from events around
campus. If you have a 4-6 passenger cart that you would consider loaning them for a
weekend, please contact Doris Engelhardt at 830-303-9999.

We would like to thank the congregation for its support of the South Texas Pregnancy
Care Center through the Baby Bottle Campaign. We were able to send a little over
$2,400 to the center through your generosity. This will do so much in helping the center
care for healthy babies and families. If you have a bottle or still want to make a
contribution, please bring it to the church. Please continue to keep this ministry in your
prayers.

Thank you for those of you who have been dropping off items for the Christian Cupboard.
The September item is breakfast cereals. This week’s update is 47 items as of August 23.

It sounds like most of have received your August Newsletter by now. We took
them to the post office on Monday, July 27th. We called the PO a couple of weeks
ago and were informed that the newsletters were in San Antonio and that there was
a delay. We are not sure why. Don't forget, our newsletters are always available on
our website, faithseguin.org under “Media and Documents" then under
"Newsletters and Sunday Bulletins." In fact, the September newsletter was mailed
Monday, August 24, and is available now on our website. 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 4. As of now we are planning to hold our annual
church picnic at Nolte Island. You don’t want to miss this wonderful time of worship and
fellowship in God's creation!

Our Children’s Ministry team is looking for Sunday School teachers for our Pre K –
Kindergarten and our 1st through 5th grade class. Full time, part-time, or even substitute
are needed! Please let Lisa Owen know if you would like to help out in this important
ministry.

For those of you that are not already signed up or are not aware, Faith Lutheran has a
subscription to a Christian Online media service that is available for all of our members to
use, free of charge.
Taken directly from their website, RightNow media's mission is "to work with the global
church to inspire people to love others before self and Christ above all" and for members
to "experience the world’s largest customizable library of biblical video resources for every
person in your church or ministry."
Users have unlimited access to Bible studies, children's stories, etc., all covering a wide
variety of topics. Since most of us seem to have a lot of time on our hands these days, we
thought we would remind you of this valuable resource. There are two different ways to
access RightNow Media:
1) Click on this link https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/faithseguin
You will be instructed to create a profile, including creating YOUR OWN password. Once
you've created your profile, BOOM- unlimited access to all of their resources.
2) If you would like access on your smart phone, you may also sign up by TEXTING the
code: RIGHTNOW FAITHSEGUIN to the number 41411.
We encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity and hope you enjoy your
experience with RightNow Media.

If you are interested is visiting the Holy Land, Faith is sponsoring a trip to Israel in
November of 2021. Details for this trip are available on our website:
www.faithseguin.org. See the Israel Trip tab, or contact Pastor Jim.

Sermon: I love my church!

Part 1 Loving the people of my congregation!
Big Idea: You will experience a deep and renewed love for the Church when you
intentionally love it!

“For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church.
He gave up his life for her to make her holy and clean, washed by the
cleansing of God’s word.” (Ephesians 5:25-26)
1. Because Jesus loves His Church, He tore down the walls that separate us from
the Father! Hebrews 10: 19-20
Jesus Himself is the way back to the Father’s heart!
2. Because Jesus loves His Church, He tore down the walls that separate us from
each other! Hebrews 10:21-22
The same barrier that separates people from God, separates people from
people. Jesus removed that wall!
If we are going to truly experience loving our church, then that means
intentionally loving our church. This is not loving our building and it’s not
loving our programs. If we intentionally love our church, that means loving
each other.
3. Because Jesus loves His Church, we must too!
Hebrews 10:23-25

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can
be trusted to keep His promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one
another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another,
especially now that the day of His return is drawing near.
23

Steps to take:
- Healthy expectations
- Realistic goals and progress
- Be part of the solution
- Love as you are loved by Jesus

