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Altar Flowers
in May

3rd—Marcus &
Patti Jahns

10th—John &
Michelle
Kuempel

17th—Harry &
Linda Dietz

24th—Leanna
Menn

31st—Pastor &
Diana Craver
“Words

of Faith”
3rd— Available
10th-Kuempels
17th –Available
24th—Terps
31st –Available

1326 East Cedar Street
Seguin, Texas
Phone:830-379-7036, Fax:830-379-7073
Email: office@faithseguin.org
www.faithseguin.org

From the Desk of Pastor Jim…
Being Church in tough times

The last few weeks have been full of unprecedented changes in our lives, in our
communities and in our congregation. Your Pastor, Staff and Council are trying to
figure out how care for people in a period of social distancing, how to serve the
most at-risk populations in our communities, and how to sustain our congregation
and her ministries as tithes and offerings decline.
None of us have been trained to do this. We’ve never ministered through an
epidemic like the COVID-19 before. Fear is everywhere – I see it on the faces of
people everywhere. I’m sure you’re wrestling with it, too.
At times like this, we need to hang on to truths that don’t change. During times of
crisis, it’s really important to remember the fundamentals. The Bible encourages
us to get the facts before we take major actions in life.
Here are seven truths we can always cling to:
Not everything you hear is true. Not everyone with an opinion on the Internet,
television, and social media knows what they’re talking about. You need to be
selective with whom you listen to during this time. Many people in the coming
days will have their own agendas—financial, political, etc.—for this crisis.
The Bible says in Proverbs 13:16, “Wise people think before they act; fools
don’t—and even brag about their foolishness.” In other words, let us act out of
knowledge and not fear. Make it a priority to get your facts from people who are
trustworthy.
Not everyone is at equal risk in this pandemic. The history of COVID-19 is
very clear. People over the age of 60 and those who have preexisting conditions
are most vulnerable. If you’re in these categories, please be careful. As your
pastor, I want to continue serving our congregation and community – so does our
congregation. However, we need to look for safe ways to do that. Let’s be faithful
but not foolish.
This will pass. The Bible tells us there will be trials. Jesus said: “Here on earth
you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have
overcome the world.” (John 16:33) The Apostle Peter wrote: “Dear friends, don’t
be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were
happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12) These are tough times, but they won’t last
forever. We need to do what the health professionals recommend. We need to
take the common sense actions that will decrease the spread of this virus. We
won’t need to make these changes forever. Our church will gather again soon.
Focus on what’s unchanging not what is changing. There have been many
changes in our world, our community, and our ministry – and there will be more in
the coming weeks. It’s safe to say we don’t even know all the changes this
pandemic will have on us and our community. We are doing new things to serve
our community and our congregation we never dreamed of a year ago. Let us
cling to what hasn’t changed.
The Bible says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 9 So do
not be attracted by strange, new ideas. Your strength comes from God’s
grace.” (Hebrews 13:8-9a) In the midst of all this change, you can count on that
truth. You can also know that God’s love for you and your church has never
changed. God’s call on your life hasn’t changed. Don’t let all the changes make
you lose sight of everything that is still the same.
(continued on pg.2)
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…Cont.
May
Birthdays
02 Grayson Lange
02 Collin Govett
02 Kaycee Govett

05 Avery Curnel
05 Marcus Jahns
06 Carolyn
Westerholm
06 Michelle Kuempel
08 Walt Fruehling
11 John Kuempel
12 Tilden Nash
13 Megan Kelm
15 Paul Schlender
16 Kelly Casey
16 Tracy Ramos
17 Nicholas Serold
17 Catherine
Smithpeter

18 Harry Dietz, Sr.
18 Fred Blumberg
19 Leah Maltony
19 Sydney Seidel
20 Robert Raetzsch
21 Albert Menn

God will go through it with you. This virus didn’t surprise God. He will walk through
every bit of it with us. You may feel alone at times. You may feel like no one
understands the fear, frustration and uncertainty that are bothering you right now. But
we will never be alone. Focus on that truth and not all the noise on the news and
internet right now. It will replace your worry with worship.
This is not the end of the story. The Bible says, “We are pressed on every side by
troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. . . We
know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present
us to himself together with you. All of this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace
reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive
more and more glory.” (2 Corinthians 4:8, 14-15) Easter reminds us that we win no
matter what happens. Even if this virus takes our lives, we will go straight into the
presence of God. On that day, all of our pain, sickness, and sorrow will be over. There
won’t be a COVID-19 virus in heaven nor any sickness or death.
We don’t know what the future holds, but we do know Who holds it. Your Pastor and
staff pray for you and we pray for Faith Lutheran. Join us in prayer and let us be the
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Additional Items for your consideration:
 Your staff and Council are in discussions about when we may worship
together as a body of believers, what that might entail and may other
concerns related to coming back from COVID-19. Please watch for
updates.
st
rd
 Faith will celebrate the Lord’s Supper the 1 and 3 Sundays
throughout the COVID-19 crisis by utilizing the “drive through” model
we used on Easter. Until we can worship together again, communion
will be offered on the East side of the campus from 10-10:45 am at the
preschool doors.
 We have launched a digital resource to help us better meet the needs
of Faith. A new survey is available each week. Text FAITHSEGUIN to
90888 to start the assessment. We appreciate your participation! Your
weekly update will include the open dates for this assessment.
 Faith has disbursed budgeted monies for local food pantries to help
meet the needs of Guadalupe County’s folks in need of assistance.
th
 Field of Faith (flags on our property during the 4 of July week) has
been cancelled for 2020.

Register for Vacation Bible School Today!
While the exact time and dates are still
tentative due to what could be our “new
normal,” parents are encouraged to still go
online and register your children for
Vacation Bible! As of now, we are still
planning on holding our weeklong VBS July
13-17. 8:30 AM—12:00 PM. ! Visit the
online registration site at: vbspro.events/p/9f58ad.
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Church Council Communication Corner
Church Council USUALLY meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30
PM in the small kitchen with an agenda-setting meeting on the first Tuesday
of the month, also at 6:30 in the small kitchen. With the COVID-19
restrictions in place, this month’s meeting was held via “Zoom” and was a
somewhat abbreviated meeting.

Highlights from the April Council Meeting:

May
Birthdays

Discussion Items

22 Avis Herrick



Evaluation of the "Communion drive-through"

23 Robert Vogel



Effects of the CO-VID 19 restrictions on Faith Church and our
worship life





Thermometers were purchased to be used by office staff for
any visitors entering the office area during the CO-VID 19
restrictions. All visitors must be fever free.
Initiation of a member care ministry led by Ric Landvatter.

25 Glen Haas
26 Karen Nauert
27 Conner Koenig
27 Doris Rinn
27 Missy Sagebiel

Motions:


25 Debbie Vogel

A trial subscription for Church Fuel, a resource ministry, was
approved.

29 Julie Sagebiel
30 Blake Pruitt

Cancelations and Suspensions
We are all
looking
 There will be no Ministry Team (committee)
forward to the
meetings on Tuesday, May 5.
time when we
can worship
 Church council will be meeting via Zoom on
together again!
May 12.
Our Faith
Game night at Seguin Assisted Living is canceled Family has had
four infant
for the month of May.
baptisms
Quilting group, Bible studies, Domino Ministry, postponed just
and Music rehearsals are all suspended until
from the
further notice.
month of April!






Preschool Board is meeting via email
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May Anniversaries

Faith
02OnPaul & Catherine Smithpeter
Tour04 Bryan & Diane Terp
Projects

05 John & Aparna Mammarappallil
05 Marcus & Patti Jahns
07 Clem & Jan Howe
07 Cody & Carlee Goetz
10 Scott & Candice Grumbles
11 Wayne & Keli Seidel
12 Justin & Erin Bloch
19 Harry & Linda Dietz

19 Jeff & Ann Menking
19 Jesse & Katharine Schievelbein
20 Robert & Donna Raetzsch
20 Steve & Jamie Shashack
21 Brett & Lisa Owen
21 Tim & JoAnn Bogisch
21 Johnny & Lisa Warren
24 John & Louann Fisher
24 Gene and Donna Hunt
27 David & Carol Welsch
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At this time in the life
of our nation and all
that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

What
Business
Are We In?
A colleague recently sent me a thought-provoking article entitled “Leading Beyond
the Blizzard” by Andy Crouch, Kurt Keilhacker, and Dave Blanchard. The article
posed important questions for businesses and organizations to consider in light of
the COVID-19 Pandemic. The authors suppose that this crisis that we are currently
in will significantly reshape culture like nothing anyone alive today has seen
before. They forecast that we are not in a blizzard (like many first thought) during
which time we hunker down to wait out the passing storm, nor is it a bleak
extended season of winter in which we long for spring to eventually arrive, but
rather that COVID-19 is perhaps ushering in the beginning of an ice age that could
endure for years to come.
Whether or not the result of this crisis is a long winter or the beginning of an ice
age, the authors suggest that organizations, including the church, need to redefine
our business as COVID-19 has shut us down: “If your nonprofit organization
depends on gathering people in medium or large groups – and it is truly daunting
to consider how many do, whether for fundraising banquets, afterschool
programs, or in the case of churches for corporate worship – you are not in the
same business today. And this is not just a blizzard that you can wait out.”
Reading this paragraph gave me pause as I found myself asking the question:
“What business are we in?” Is the church in the business of gathering people into
crowds on Sunday mornings? If so, then the authors are correct… and I would also
suggest that we have been in the wrong business! Instead, every church should be
in the business of making and multiplying disciples. Every church should be in the
business of helping one another to love God and people. Sunday morning group
gatherings are not (or at least should not be) the business that we are in, but
simply one method of accomplishing our primary business.
Has your church gotten stuck in a rut of Sunday morning rituals and routines? Has
the mission of the church come to a halt because of the pandemic? Do we not
know what to do when we can’t gather in person on Sundays? If so, these are
indicators that it is long overdue to ask this question: What business are we in?
The COVID-19 Pandemic gives us pause to rediscover our true mission and pursue
new methods to best serve the fulfillment of this mission in our res-shaped society
and culture. I believe that churches that can pivot effectively in mobilizing people
to mission in our current landscape will be well-suited to advance God’s kingdom
in this season and the next… ice age or not!
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of
Harvest Workers, an online ministry training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in
Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any
questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.

Julie Sagebiel
Judy Saunders
Carolyn Sagebiel
Kathy Ersch
Dot Day
Teresa Kiel
Angie Rohde
Faye Talley
Hagan Boysen

Dorothy Burris
Nora Lavelett
Donna Boelter
Ric Landvatter
Gladys Fruehling
Sue Blumberg
Pat Sagebiel
Johanna Lange

** Please note: if someone you have placed on
this list has been helped by our prayers,
please notify the church office so the person's
Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, Texas
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer
Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
Doug Hester, friend of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara Hilbert
Kaye Weaver, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards
Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Dennis and Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis
Karen and Joel Knapp, sister, brother in law of Margit Thurston
Bill Schade, friend of Hope Circle, Friday Work Crew & Faith
Oscar Boelter, brother of Melvin Boelter

Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn
Aarron Nienaber, nephew of Margit Thurston
Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
John Otto, friend of Kuempel family
Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
John Murphy, relative of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington
Justus Evans, son of Joshua and Dwan Evans ,our Hillcrest friends
Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel
Laura Ashworth & Jacey Kent, friends of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
Jon Delagarza, friend of Jessie and Katharine Schievelbein
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Willie Mae Brondstad, mother of Donna Boelter
Jo and Dwight Vorpahl, niece and nephew of Clarice Ullrich
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Leroy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt
Stacey Anderson Hall & Madison, friends of Faith Preschool
Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm & Scaramozi
........................................
Families

John Lawrence, brother in law of Pat Bodine

Kenny Corby, son in law of Chunkie and Sue Harwell
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Preschool News
Submitted by Preschool Director Sharon Stollewerk

Even though Faith Lutheran Preschool remains closed due to Covid19, the staff has
remained dedicated to communicating with the parents and students. We had two
successful drive-throughs during which teachers handed out educational packets to
their students. These materials included tracing and letter recognition, readers, and
arts and crafts. At the April 9th drive-through, the Easter Bunny (aka Lisa Owen)
greeted the children much to their delight. Our friends from the Seguin Fire
Department stopped by with in their fire truck to wave to the children. It was
heartwarming to see the smiles on their faces--we miss them so much! Our dear
friend Denise Crettenden portrayed the story of Easter in her magical sandbox and
videoed it for all to see on our website. Through the wonderful world of
technology, teachers have reached out to students through Facetime, made their
own videos, and are planning several Zoom meetings with their classes. These are
unprecedented times, so please continue to pray for the teachers and staff as we try
to navigate through this stressful time together.

Register for Preschool Today!
A few spots remain open in the
MMO class, the Fulltime 2's class,
and the 3 Day preschool class for
the 2020-21 school year. Please
contact Director Sharon
Stollewerk at 379-7074 for
registration
materials.
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WOMEN OF FAITH IN MAY
CHARITY CIRCLE— We did not get to meet in April, but we hope that by our
May meeting restrictions will have lifted and we will be able to meet. The final
decision will be made as the time approaches. If we are able, we will meet at
107 High Country Dr. on May 18.
LOVE CIRCLE—is undecided about their May meeting. Nancy Wieding will
mail a newsletter with more information.
HOPE CIRCLE—is looking forward to the time they can meet together again.
Save the Date : The Women of Faith will host their annual luncheon on July
21. We will have a speaker from New Life Children’s Center. All ladies from
Faith are welcome to attend.

I would like to
extend my
heartfelt thanks to

everyone for all of
the calls, cards

MEN OF FAITH

The Men of Faith Lutheran Church have not been meeting
in person the past few weeks. They look forward to the
time when they will be able to join in fellowship and Bible
study again.

Prayers of the Congregation Are Requested for:
The family of Evelyn Hoffman, Faith member and mother
of Diane Terp. Evelyn passed through death into Eternal
Life on Sunday, April 12, here in Seguin. A memorial
service will be held at a later date here at Faith.
Lacy (Herbold) and Ryan Beran who united in holy
matrimony here at Faith on April 11.

The following young people who will graduate from
High School in 2020!
Chase Boenig
Grayson Lange
Samantha Lum
Kate Sherwood
Alexander Taddy
Cole Taylor

and prayers
during my recent
hospital/rehab
stay. I am truly
humbled by the
support you have

given not only me,
but to Missy as
well. As of now, I
am scheduled to
be released to go
HOME on April
25. This is after
45 days of some
sort of
hospitalization.
Thank you again,
and I cannot wait
until we can all be
together again!
Pat Sagebiel

If this calendar appears too small to be useful, please come by the church
office to pick up a larger print version.
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Faith Lutheran Church Council
Tim Bogisch , President
Fran Braun, Vice-President … Youth Team
Emma Jean Becker, Secretary … Social Concerns/Fellowship
Matt Sherwood, Treasurer
Chase White, Asst. Treasurer … Worship Team,
Brandon Westerholm… Stewardship Team
Joanne Shanafelt … Evangelism and Mission Outreach Team
Dianne Chambers….. Christian Education Team
Diane Ratliff…….Preschool Team
Karl Boysen … Property Management Team

Church Staff
 Senior Pastor………..…....Jim Craver

Preschool & Extended
Care Staff

 Youth/Christ. Ed Dir….Andrew Cave



 Evangelism Dir……….......Harry Dietz

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman

 Office Manager………....Angie Rohde

 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave.

 Music / Communications Director
………………........Roxanne Heckmann

 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sheri Scaief

 Children/Youth Music
Dir…...……….…..….....LeAnne White
 Organist/Pianist………..Annette Stout

Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk

 3 Day PS Aid….……….Joy McKinnis

 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann
 MMO Teacher……….….Diana Craver
 MMO Aide…….....…….….Avis Herrick

 Children’s Ministry …...… Lisa Owen

 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires

 Financial Asst... …... Debbie Mozisek

 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen


Extended Care…….. Georgie Dittrich

What’s Happening
in May?
Good Question!
At the time of this
newsletter publication,
we do not know WHAT
or WHEN we will be
able to hold meetings,
events, etc.
Stay Tuned.
Stay Safe.
Stay Well.

