Be sure and tune in to
“Words of Faith”
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1580 AM
Sunday Mornings
8:00 AM
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…
Loving Jesus and those He loves!
As you read this, we have now entered the New Year 2020. Not many folks
have mentioned this, but we are also entering a whole new decade! For me,
January 6 marks my sixth decade as a temporary resident on planet earth!

The 2020 Flower Chart
will be posted on the
bulletin board outside
the church office. If you
would like to provide
flowers during the year,
please remember to sign
up for the Sunday of
your choice as soon as
possible.

Jan. 5th –Available
Jan. 12—Leanna
Menn
Jan. 19th -Available
Jan. 26th– Karen
Huff
2020“Words of
Faith”
Sponsorship
“Words of Faith” will be
broadcast on KWED 1580
AM every Sunday morning
at 8:00. Families or
individuals wishing to
sponsor a broadcast may
do so for $50. Look for the
sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board outside the
church office. A broadcast
may be sponsored in
memory of someone or in
honor of a person or
celebration.

The New Year and a new birthday causes me to reflect on blessings!
Personally, Diana and I are blessed with two happily married children whose
spouses love Jesus. We are also blessed to be proud grandparents to three
healthy grandsons! We are both so happy to serve among you here at Faith
Lutheran! God is good all the time!
Clearly, one of the great blessings we enjoy at Faith Lutheran is loving God and
other people. We have been able to do this because we strive to maintain a
peaceful and harmonious atmosphere. When a church loves Jesus above all
and focuses on loving others, it attracts people like a magnet. But being loving
is no accident – it comes from a focus on Jesus and the work He has given us.
At a recent meeting, our Church Council chose February 2020 as “Falling in
Love with Jesus” month at Faith Lutheran! While this should be true of every
month, we chose February 2020 to emphasize learning to love Jesus and those
He loves. We are making a change to the Commitment Sunday format from
other years. As usual, we will be bringing our commitments to the Lord during
worship on January 19th. What has changed is that we will not be hosting a
breakfast that day and we will not be doing the normal “Time and Talent”
sheets as in the past.
Through a special sermon series and a deep focus in Bible Class, we hope to
grow our love for Jesus and to learn effective ways to love and serve others in
Jesus’ name. Instead of our ‘normal’ Time and Talent surveys, we are launching
a comprehensive class to help you better understand who you are in Christ and
how “[God] You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me
together in my mother’s womb.” (Proverbs 139:13) To do this we will dedicate
the Adult Bible Class on Sundays in February to helping each person integrate
personality, passions, spiritual gifts, experience and how each of these are part
of how God knit you together to love Him and others! While this is a major shift
in approach, we believe that this process will be an amazing blessing to Faith
Lutheran and our ministry!
Continued on pg. 2
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…Cont.
January
Birthdays
02 Garrett Bloch
04 Reed Breckenridge
05 Emma Jean Becker
06 Jim Craver
07 Brooke Bennett
07 Patrick Casey
07 Hudson Robles
09 Carol MyCue
10 Owen Stewart
11 John Dikes
12 Kathy Ersch
12 Jonathan Edwards
12 Pat Dikes
13 Chunkie Harwell
13 Pat Bodine
13 Alexander Taddy
14 Kale Lange
14 Andrew Koenig
15 Makenna Kelm
16 Sue Harwell
16 Kendalynn Pruitt

To accomplish this, we are using a resource that I have used in the past called
“Finding Your PLACE in Life and Ministry” developed by a renowned leader
named Jay McSwain. I met Jay through a MLB pitcher who I was pastor to in
Georgetown. PLACE has been used by several MLB team chaplains to help
players understand how God knit them together and how their lives can be
used by God to do greater things than baseball! PLACE helps Christians
understand their God-given personality, experiences, passions and spiritual
giftedness. PLACE is designed to help you grow in your love for Jesus as you
better understand yourself and those around you.
I am asking every adult member of Faith to participate in the PLACE class to
maximize the positive impact on our congregation! I do not often beg folks –
but I do beg you to take advantage is this opportunity to learn more about how
you are important, special and gifted by God!
I am excited about 2020 and where God will take Faith Lutheran this year! The
Lord has strategically placed us in our community as a beacon of hope, vision,
and salvation for all who are searching. We are that city on a hill that cannot
be hidden. We are that anchor of refuge for the drifting souls. We are
imperfect people, saved by grace, willing to risk it all to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ!

Church Council Candidates Announced
The Nominating Committee submitted the names of the following people
as candidates for election to the Church Council to be voted on at the
Annual Congregational Meeting on January 26, 2020: Emma Jean Becker,
Diane Ratliff, Matt Sherwood and Brandon Westerholm. Four individuals
will be elected to replace the three outgoing council members and the
recently resigned position. As per the constitution, members of the
congregation may submit the name or names of additional nominees, but
they must be submitted by January 5, 2020. The individual must have
been contacted and be willing to serve. Names should be submitted in a
sealed envelope and left at the church office. The Nominating Committee
will verify that they are eligible and are willing to serve and then submit
the name or names to the Church Council. The following two people have
been nominated for our LCMC National Gathering delegates: Diane
Gwyther and Janet Wolber.

16 Karl Boysen
16 Nicole Kuntschik
16 Jamie Shashack
16 Kate Sherwood
16 Corey St. Clair
20 Vicki Cheatham

The theme has been chosen, and the dates have been set for
July 13 – July 17. This is a great ministry for the children in
our community. All we need is YOU! Please see Andrew Cave
if you are interested in helping on the VBS leadership and
planning team. We cannot have VBS without volunteers!
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Commitment Sunday 2020
Gratitude Through Giving:
Be grateful for God’s blessings and give back of your Time,
Talents and Treasure.
Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you who belong to Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:18
Rooted in gratitude for the many gifts God has bestowed upon us, Christian
Stewardship calls upon us to give of our Time (nurturing our relationship with
God through prayer), our Talents (serving others through our actions), and
our Treasure (sharing our financial gifts with others.)
Time…”Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17 When we pray and
study God’s Word, we become aware of God’s presence, and we develop and
strengthen our relationship with God.
Talent… “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” Hebrews 13:16 By using our time & talents
(abilities) in service to others, we become more like Christ who was a
servant.
Treasure… “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew
6:21 Making a commitment to give of your Treasure to Faith Lutheran
Church is an important part of what it means to be a Christian steward.
Making a financial commitment to support the basic operating needs of our
church represents a tangible expression of gratitude for God’s role in your
life and the part the church has played in your spiritual life.
In preparation of our annual Commitment Sunday, we are given an Offering
Pledge Card on which to indicate our financial support of Faith Lutheran
Church for 2020. The Pledge Card will remain unopened on the Altar for the
year. Time and Talent Sheets will be distributed later in the year after a
Mission Fair sponsored by the Stewardship Committee.

Commitment Sunday January 19th, 2020
Coffee and Donuts (Stewardship Committee)
8:00 – 8:45 in the LEC
Worship Service 9:00 AM
Bring Pledge Cards forward during Communion
Sunday School for all ages following Worship Service

January
Birthdays
21 Crystal St. Clair
21 Albert Zipp
22 LeAnne White
22 Charlotte Burns.
23 Kimberly Serold
24 Mona Kuehne
24 Joan Vanbeek
25 Carlee Goetz
28 Deloris Atzger
28 Joyce Seidel
29 Reed Maltony
30 Travis Mauermann
31 Keith Boenig

January
Anniversaries
10 Fred & Sue
Blumberg
11 Brad & Mary
Flippin

13 John & Pat Dikes
15 Cliff & Debbie
Lehmann
15 Kerry & Mary
Koehler
15 Charles & Lindsay
Pfluger
26 Jerry & Carol
MyCue
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Faith
On
Tour
Projects
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Church Council Communication Corner
Church Council meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM in the small kitchen
with an agenda-setting meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, also at 6:30 in the small
kitchen. The Council encourages any member of the congregation who would like to bring
something before the Council to contact any council member or attend the agenda-setting
and council meetings.

Highlights from the December Council Meeting:




Received report from Constitution Task Force and discussed possible changes
to the constitution and their impact
Discussed church survey and possible need for second survey to determine
preference of Sunday School time vs. worship service. Goal is
to increase Sunday School attendance.
Discussed 2020 goals; specifically revamping committees and redefining and
structuring them. Also discussed a plan to help members find their
strengths and ways they can be involved in a committee or task force.
Discussed need for a VBS director and filling the Christian Education
position.

Praying to Make a Positive Change...
Pastor Jim has shared repeatedly that it is estimated that 75% of the
people in Seguin do not have a faith in Jesus. That means that for
every 4 people you pass at HEB, 3 of them do not know Jesus as
their Lord and Savior. What would it be like if just 10% of these nonbelievers accepted Christ? (Putting some numbers to this question,
assuming a population of 30,000 – that means that 22,500 don’t know
Christ and 10% of these non-believers would be 2,250 new
believers.) Do you think that Christians can have an effect on our
community? Do our Christian values, the way of Christ, make a
difference? This is not just being a good person, because there are
non-believers who are good people.
Would you be willing to touch the lives of family, friends and
neighbors in a way that can make a positive change in our
community? What would it be like if every neighbor and
neighborhood were prayed for daily? It would be a city in
transformation with many people coming to Christ! 1 Timothy 2:1-4
reads: I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to
help them; intercede on their behalf and give thanks for
them. 2 Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we
can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and
dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants
everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.
God’s heart, God’s desire, is for all of us to be saved and lives
transformed lives. Would each of you at Faith be willing to pray - 5
blessings for - 5 neighbors for  5 minutes a day for - 5 days a
week for  5 weeks ??
In January the Evangelism Committee will be asking each of you to
commit to this opportunity to pray and transform our community, one
prayer at a time.

Christian Cupboard
Item of the Month
In the month of January,
the Christian Cupboard
states that some of their
most needed items are
hamburger and tuna
helpers. This includes all

varieties and brands.
Please bring your
donations to church
through January 31st, and
place them in the basket in
the narthex marked
Christian Cupboard. The
Cupboard also accepts
monetary donations which
they use to purchase fresh
produce, milk, eggs,
bread, and frozen meats to
distribute to needy families
throughout the year.
Donations can be mailed
to the Christian Cupboard,
Box 1895, Seguin, TX

78156. Faith’s members
have been wonderful
supporters of the Christian
Cupboard, and the Social
Concerns Committee
thanks you for your
ongoing generosity.

J a nua r y

P age 6

At this time in the life
of our nation and all
that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer

Recipe for
Community Ministry:
The Lost
What can your church do to grow? I believe God is calling every congregation to engage in the
kind of ministry Jesus did and reach out to the least, the lost, and the left out in your
community. Jesus gives us this recipe for community ministry in Luke 15 through the stories of
the lost coin, the lost son, and the lost sheep.
In Luke 15:11-32, Jesus tells a story about a son who does the unthinkable and asks his father
for his share of the inheritance while his father is still very much alive! Worse yet, this son goes
and squanders all he was given in “foolish living.” He literally financially bankrupted himself
pursuing a morally bankrupt life! He hit rock bottom and found himself longing to eat the food
he was feeding to pigs. He decides to return home and confess his sin and ask his father for
mercy and to hire him. As Jesus tells the story, while the son was still a long way off, the father
sees his son, runs to him, throws his arms around him and kissed him! He throws a party to
celebrate the return of his lost son and welcomes him back in the family. Oh, the love of the
father!
But not everyone was thrilled. The older brother who had never left was bitter and refused to
welcome his brother or celebrate his return. He did not share in his father’s joy, but rather had
contempt for his wayward brother and for his father. And I’m afraid that the attitude that many
churchgoers hold in our hearts is like that of the older brother: we are not really interested in
seeing wayward siblings restored to the family. It is easy for us to think that they have chosen
their path and deserve what they have coming to them!
But God is calling us to adopt the posture of the merciful and loving father in this story. It is
important to note that the father did not go an interrupt his wayward son in the middle of his
hedonistic living. The father didn’t go shame or scold him into behaving. Yet the Father also
never stopped watching or waiting. And when the son was still a long way off but beginning to
make his way home, the father ran to welcome him home.
What would it look like for your church to actively engage in watching and waiting for wayward
sons and daughters who may be longing to make their way back to the Father? How can we
cast off the “older brother syndrome” and adopt the mercy and love of the Father? I applaud
congregations who prioritize recovery ministries and open their doors wide to all kinds of
people. And I would encourage you to gather a group together in prayer to discern what God is
calling you to do reach out and embrace lost people seeking to find their way home to the
loving embrace of our merciful Father. And when a lost one comes home, celebrate!

Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District. Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce
is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776
or bryce@lcmctexas.org. Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas. © 2018 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights
Reserved. Reprinted with permission.

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO
Julie Sagebiel
Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Dot Day
Harry Dietz

Dorothy Burris
Carolyn Sagebiel
Kathryn Frase
Gladys Fruehling
Harrison Hodges

Judy Saunders
Donna Boelter
Ric Landvatter
Evelyn Hoffman

** Please note: if someone you have
placed on this list has been helped by
our prayers, please notify the church
office so the person's name can be
removed. Thank you for your
cooperation.
Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Rossi Flores, friend of Syndra Schulze
Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell
Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, Texas
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
Dianne Mueller, mother of Mike Mueller
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Maria Gonzales, friend of Susan Foerster
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
John Murphy, relative of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington
Doug Hester, friend of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Justus Evans, son of Joshua and Dwan Evans ,our Hillcrest friends
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel
Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara Hilbert
Hudson, Jason & Melissa Warner, family of Terry Freeman
Betty Vetter, sister of Emma Jean Becker
Laura Ashworth & Jacey Kent, friends of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Emmett Engelke, friend of Ted and Doris Engelhardt
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Wayne Vermillion, friend of Charlie Koehler
Willie Mae Brondstad, mother of Donna Boelter
Dennis and Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack
Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Genevieve Moore, friend of Mark & Sharon Westerholm
Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis
Molly Lind, friend of Chase and LeAnne White
Karen and Joel Knapp, sister, brother in law of Margit Thurston
Jon Delagarza, friend of Jessie and Katharine Schievelbein
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen
Chuck Ingersoll, friend of Cecil and Syndra Schulz
Stacey Anderson Hall & Madison, friends of Faith Preschool
Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm & Scaramozi Families
Jo and Dwight Vorpahl, niece and nephew of Clarice Ullrich
Danny Delagarza, friend of Susan Foerster

P age 8

J a nua r y

Preschool News
Submitted by Preschool Director Sharon Stollewerk

December
Fun!

Enjoying “The Polar Express”

You Are Invited to Game Night!
The Social Concerns Committee will sponsor Game Night at Seguin
Assisted Living at 226 Preston Drive on Tuesday, January 28th, from
6:30 to 8:00 PM. Come and play a game of dominoes with the
residents or just visit for a while. Make time to brighten someone’s
day!
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WOMEN OF FAITH IN JANUARY
Please note: the Women of Faith’s 2020 calendar had not yet been finalized
as of the printing of this newsletter. Please watch your bulletins for updated
information about the women’s activities.

Donations Needed for Personal Care Kits
The Love Circle is seeking donations in January and February for
supplies to assemble Personal Care Kits, which are sent to
Lutheran World Relief. If you would like to contribute, the
following items make up the kits: dark colored towels; bath size
bars of soap; adult size toothbrushes (wrapped individually);
sturdy combs and metal nail clippers. Items may be brought to
church and placed in the containers in the small kitchen. If you
prefer to donate money, please give your donations to Nancy
Wieding. Thank you in advance for your help with this worthy
cause!

MEN OF FAITH

The Men of Faith Lutheran Church will meet for breakfast
and Bible study on Saturday, January 25th, at 8:30 AM at
Reyna’s Mexican Restaurant at 707 E. Kingsbury Street. All
men in the congregation are invited to this devotional and
time of fellowship.

Prayers of the Congregation Are Requested for:
Brooke Bennett, daughter of Elaine and Randy Bennett,
who graduated from UTSA with her Master of Science
in finance on Monday, December 16, 2019.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Zach and Samantha (Andrews) Hodges on the birth of
their son, Harrison James. Harrison was born on
Wednesday, December 11, in the Woodlands. Proud
grandparents are Mike and Candi Andrews.
Justin and Shelby Atchley on the birth of their daughter, Callie Grace.
Callie was born on Thursday, November 21, here in Seguin. Proud
family member are big brother Tatum and grandmother Kim Kauitzsch.
Denver and Ashley Bierstedt, as they welcomed their second son,
Barrett Wayne Bierstedt on Wednesday, November 27, in Austin. He
weighed 8 lbs. 1oz. Proud grandmother is Vicki Bierstedt.

Note from Council
Dear Church,
The council of Faith
Lutheran Church has
made the decision to
make a slight change
to how we celebrate
birthdays during
worship. Starting
January 1, 2020 we will
no longer be singing
Happy Birthday during
worship. The reason
for this isn’t because
we don’t love you and
enjoy celebrating your
Birthday. We
do! With more
people in Worship, it
becomes easier to
forget a Birthday or to
leave somebody out
because we simply
don't know everyone's
birth date. Also, we
don’t want Faith to
seem like a church that
is only concerned
about our members.
We will still have
Birthday
announcements in the
newsletter and we pray
that you understand
why we are doing this.
It’s because we believe
that God is leading the
church in a direction
that is positive. We
believe that with God’s
help, we will continue
to thrive and
experience growth in
the number of
disciples that attend
worship.

Faith’s Family Christmas Celebration—”The Mysterious Animal”

Children
of all ages
took part
in Faith’s
annual
Christmas
Program.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JANUARY
2020
Tim Bogisch , President … Social Concerns Committee
Fran Braun, Vice-President … Worship Committee
Kim Koenig, Secretary … Jr. & Sr. High Youth Committee
Joanne Shanafelt, … Preschool Committee
Doris Engelhardt, Treasurer … Mission Outreach Committee
Karl Boysen… Stewardship Committee
Ric Landvatter … Evangelism Committee
Chase White… Fellowship Committee
Dianne Chambers … Christian Education Committee
George Mannel … Property Management Committee

CHURCH STAFF
 Senior Pastor…………….…....Jim Craver

PRESCHOOL & EXTENDED
CARE STAFF

 Youth/C.Ed Dir…………….....Andrew Cave



 Evangelism Dir…………..…......Harry Dietz

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman

 Office Manager…………….....Angie Rohde

 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave.

 Music / Communications Director
…………..……………....Roxanne Heckmann

 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sheri Scaief

 Children/Youth Music
Dir…………………….…..…….LeAnne White
 Organist/Pianist……………...Annette Stout
 Financial Asst... …... ….... Debbie Mozisek

Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk

 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann
 MMO Teacher……….….Diana Craver
 MMO Aide…….....…….….Avis Herrick
 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires
 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen
 Extended Care…….. Georgie Dittrich

What’s Happening
in January?
Sunday, January 5
Epiphany
Tuesday, January 7
Committee Meetings
Sunday, January 12
Cup of Faith

Tuesday, January 14
Church Council
Sunday, January 19
Commitment Sunday
Sunday, January 26
Congregational Meeting

