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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…

Change your mind!

2nd –Available
9th—Available
16th –Available
23rd –Sharon
Stollewerk

“Words of
Faith”
in
February
2nd– Moltz
Family
9th—Alexander
Family
16th—Available
23rd—Available

For many folks, the word “change” is a four letter word! We humans like
predictability and routine. Yet, sometimes we are compelled to make changes
in our lives. The start of a new year is one of those times. We know we need to
exercise more, eat better and have better sleep schedules. The same is true in
our spiritual lives. Every one of us could dedicate more time to prayer and time
with God and His word. The need to deepen our walk with Jesus and become
more effective in ministry are worthy goals – but will we make the changes
needed? This is where so many people fall short in making positive changes in
their lives.
The battle to change your life begins in your mind. If you want to change your
behavior, you must start with your thoughts and attitudes. Listen to the wisdom
of God through St. Paul:
“Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that
comes from Him, throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of
life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the Spirit
renew your thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to
be like God—truly righteous and holy.” Ephesians 4:21-24 (NLT)
The renewal of your mind is related to the word “repentance.” Repentance is a
negative word for some people. They think of a guy on a street corner, holding a
sign — “Repent! The world’s about to end.”
Repentance is a good thing. It does not begin with your actions. It begins with
learning to think differently. “Repent” simply means to make a mental U-turn.
It’s something that starts with your mind, not with your behavior. Changing the
way you think will help change the way you act. It’s that simple!

This means turning from guilt to forgiveness, from purposelessness to purpose,
from no hope to new hope, from frustration to freedom, from darkness to light,
from hell to heaven, from hatred to love.
Repentance also changes the way you think about God. He’s not mad at you;
He’s mad about you! It changes the way you think about yourself, your spouse,
your kids, your loved ones, and how you think about your past, present, and
future.
A renewed mind is powered by the Holy Spirit. In other words, God is actively
working to help you change the way you think, so that you will become more
like Jesus!
Continued on pg. 2
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…Cont.
February
Birthdays
01 Donna Raetzsch
02 Mark Westerholm
04 Codi Breckenridge

05 David Welsch
07 Joshua Smithpeter
08 Brenda Bloch
08 Erin Bloch
12 Courtney Nauert
12 Grant Coleman

Here are some highlights of coming events:
Lenten Worship, Ash Wednesday (February 26), marks the beginning of Lent
this year. As in the past, we will have both a noon and 7 pm service for Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. Lent is historically a time for repentance and
renewal, where the Bible asks us to face who we are and what we have done.
We do this so that the Spirit of God brings us to the foot of the cross to behold
Jesus our Savior! I will be leading two sermon series this year that brings both
of these traditional themes into our observance:
The Sundays of Lent will follow the theme of Spiritual Renewal. Each of the
topics will focus on an area of renewal in our Christian life. Some of the
areas of renewal will be: a renewal of Godly fear and reverence,
renewal of obedience, renewal of our witness….
The Wednesdays of Lent will focus on Repentance, and we will take a deep
journey into five of the of the “Penitential Psalms” of David. These
Psalms express the sorrow and contrition of sinners and rejoice in the
mercy of God. The Wednesdays of Lent will begin with a meal in the
LEC and we will then move to the sanctuary for worship and study. The
Wednesday evening service will include singing and a teaching sermon
that allows the congregation to participate.

18 Clara Fischer

Pastor Paul Cross will be leading a week of Bible study from March 23-27 at
Faith, and he will preach here on March 22! Pastor Cross, a former Pastor at
Faith, will be on campus, and you are encouraged to attend. Pastor Cross is
teaching “Accessing Scripture.” His is a class for understanding the Bible and
applying it to life and ministry. From Pastor Cross: “In this class the Inductive
Bible Study method has been revitalized and brought up to date for a new
generation. Based on the six-step method of observation, interpretation,
summary, evaluation, application, and actualization; Accessing Scripture
introduces this method and practice over a one-week seminar. The goal of this
method is to make the study of the Bible more rewarding and spiritually
fulfilling as well as providing tools for leading Bible study.” These classes will
be recorded and then will become part of our LCMC Texas efforts to prepare a
new generation of Pastors and Church Workers through a ministry called
Harvest Workers.

18 Nancy Estes

Christian Cupboard Item of the Month

20 Amy Casey

In the month of February, the Christian Cupboard states that one of their most
needed items is SOUP. This includes all varieties and brands. Please bring your
donations to church through February 29th and place them in the basket in the
narthex marked Christian Cupboard. The Cupboard also accepts monetary
donations, which they use to purchase fresh produce, milk, eggs, bread, and
frozen meats to distribute to needy families throughout the year. Donations can
be mailed to the Christian Cupboard, Box 1895, Seguin, TX 78156. Faith’s
members have been wonderful supporters of the Christian Cupboard, and the
Social Concerns Committee thanks you for your ongoing generosity.

13 Kambree Flippin

14 Jonathan Andrews
14 Richie Harrington
14 Carolyn Zipp
17 Elizabeth Gudgell
17 Reece Kelm
17 Glen Patteson

24 Jo Anne Goebel
26 Cathy Mauermann
27 Melba Govett
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SA Food Bank Distribution Help
Our Social Concerns and Fellowship Teams need your help! A
food distribution from the San Antonio Food Bank will be held here
on Saturday, March 7. We need 25 or more volunteers to help
from 8:15—11:15 that morning. It’s fun and not too hard! You will
also get meet and “work” with some new friends! We generally
service around 100 cars/families, so the more people we have
helping, the smoother and quicker the distribution will be. If you
can join us, please add your name to the list posted in the
Narthex. We will meet under the preschool awning at 8:00 AM.
Thank you in advance!

February

Anniversaries
07 Matt &
Julie Sherwood

Church Council Communication Corner
Church Council meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM in the
small kitchen with an agenda-setting meeting on the first Tuesday of the
month, also at 6:30 in the small kitchen. The Council encourages any
member of the congregation who would like to bring something before the
Council to contact any council member or attend the agenda-setting and
council meetings.

Highlights from the January Council Meeting:







Received a report from Security Committee. Faith has a good plan
in place and is well secured for Church services but needs to add
more security for Sunday School.
Approved hiring of Lisa Owen as part time Children’s Ministry
Leader.
Set date for Ministry Fair during Sunday School on March 22.
Discussed Lenten service format and Lenten dinners.
Discussed need for more control of lighting and thermostats
throughout the church. Will research options.

New Council Members
Congratulations to the following new council members who
were elected on January 26. We thank them for agreeing
to serve Faith in this way.
Emma Jean Becker
Diane Ratliff
Matt Sherwood
Brandon Westerholm

The Safety
Committee
Needs Men &
Women
If you have a
desire to be on
Faith's Safety
Committee, please
contact Bill Ermel
@ (830) 379-9261
or on e-mail @
rosemaryermel@
yahoo.com.
No experience
required, and we
do not have
monthly meetings!
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Martin Luther once wrote “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in
the world.” When the Protestant Reformation began, Luther was determined to restore worship to the
German Church. He worked with skilled musicians to create new music for Christians to be sung in the
vernacular. He helped revive congregational singing and wrote many hymns.
“Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott” ("A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”) is probably the one hymn that most
symbolizes the Protestant Reformation. In it, Martin Luther proclaims his confidence in God and rallies
all Christians to war against evil. Basing his words on Psalm 46, he states "We will not fear, for God has
willed His truth to triumph through us." Those persecuted and martyred for their convictions during the
Reformation sang these words. Luther was aware of our intense struggle with Satan and in difficult and
dangerous times, he would often resort to singing this song.

Written in 1529, this hymn is difficult to translate because the original German is so vivid. There are
over 80 English versions available, including the one done by Frederic Hodge, the most popular in
America.
1

A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod
and wins salvation glorious.
The old evil foe,
sworn to work us woe,
with dread craft and might
he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.
2 No strength of ours can
match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.
Ask who this may be:
Lord of hosts is he!
Jesus Christ, our Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.
3 Though
Faith hordes of devils fill the land
allOn
threat’ning to devour us,
we
tremble not, unmoved we stand;
Tour
they
cannot overpow’r us.
Projects
This world’s prince may rage,
in fierce war engage.
He is doomed to fail;
God’s judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.
4 God’s Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.
If they take our house,
goods, fame, child, or spouse,
wrench our life away,
they cannot win the day.
The kingdom’s ours forever!

Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength,
always ready to help in times of trouble.
2 So we will not fear when earthquakes
come and the mountains crumble
into the sea.
3 Let the oceans roar and foam.
Let the mountains tremble as the
waters surge!
4 A river brings joy to the city of our God,
the sacred home of the Most High.
5 God dwells in that city; it cannot be
destroyed. From the very break of day,
God will protect it.
6 The nations are in chaos,
and their kingdoms crumble!
God’s voice thunders,
and the earth melts!
7 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here among
us; the God of Israel is our fortress.
8 Come, see the glorious works of the
Lord: See how he brings destruction
upon the world.
9 He causes wars to end throughout
the earth. He breaks the bow and snaps
the spear; he burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, and know that I am God!
I will be honored by every nation.
I will be honored throughout the world.”
11 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here
among us; the God of Israel is our fortress.
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Recipe for Community
Ministry: The Left Out
At this time in the life
of our nation and all
that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

In over four years here in Texas serving as a mission coach, I have often been asked
what a church can do to revitalize its ministry and grow? I firmly believe any
congregation can by responding to God’s call to engage in the kind of ministry Jesus
did and reach out to the least, the lost, and the left out. Jesus gives us this recipe for
community ministry in Luke 15 through the stories of the lost coin, the lost son, and the
lost sheep.
In Luke 15:4-7, Jesus engages his listeners in a little story about sheep: “Suppose one
of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in
the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he
joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’” Commentators will
often note that a shepherd wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine alone, but with other
shepherds and often in some sort of safe enclosure or pen. And I believe this points to
the scandal in Jesus’ story: that this shepherd leaves the 99 in the open and vulnerable
in order to rescue the one who is lost. For me it begs the question, “who would do
that?” The answer: Jesus.
Throughout Luke 15, Jesus is pointing out to his listeners that God radically cares for
the least, the lost, and the left out. The one sheep who had someone gotten separated
from the rest could have easily been overlooked or forgotten. With this parable, I
believe Jesus is reminding us to be on the lookout for those who are left out, easily
overlooked, or even forgotten. In the church we often are really good at counting those
who are with us on a Sunday morning. Most churches have volunteers or staff who are
assigned that specific task. But how much attention are we paying to those who are
not? And I’m not referring only to church members not in worship, but even more
importantly to those all around us in our communities who are routinely left out,
forgotten, or overlooked by almost everyone.
How are we demonstrating the boundless love of God towards those who are left out?
What can we do to love, care for, minister to, and include the struggling single parent,
the lonely senior citizen, the grieving widow or widower, the chronically ill, the
imprisoned, the physically or mentally disabled, the disadvantaged child, or the
desperate immigrant? Jesus reminds us that God rejoices when each one of these left
out and overlooked are sought out, cared for, and rescued by the Good Shepherd. Who
in your community is being left out and overlooked? I encourage you and your church,
trusting in God’s love of those within the flock, to intentionally take the time to identify,
seek out, and minister to those around you that have been left out.
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District. Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce
is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776
or bryce@lcmctexas.org. Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas. © 2018 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights
Reserved. Reprinted with permission.

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO
Julie Sagebiel
Nora Lavelett
Kathy Ersch
Gladys Fruehling

Dorothy Burris Judy Saunders
Carolyn Sagebiel Donna Boelter
Ric Landvatter
Dot Day
Evelyn Hoffman

** Please note: if someone you have
placed on this list has been helped by our
prayers, please notify the church office so
the person's name can be removed. Thank
you for your cooperation.
Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, Texas
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer
Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
Doug Hester, friend of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara Hilbert
Betty Vetter, sister of Emma Jean Becker
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards
Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Dennis and Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Genevieve Moore, friend of Mark & Sharon Westerholm
Molly Lind, friend of Chase and LeAnne White
Jon Delagarza, friend of Jessie and Katharine Schievelbein
Stacey Anderson Hall & Madison, friends of Faith Preschool
Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm & Scaramozi Families
shack

Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn
Rossi Flores, friend of Syndra Schulze .
Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
Chuck Ingersoll, friend of Cecil and Syndra Schulz
Maria Gonzales, friend of Susan Foerster
Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
John Murphy, relative of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington
Justus Evans, son of Joshua and Dwan Evans ,our Hillcrest friends
Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel
Hudson, Jason & Melissa Warner, family of Terry Freeman
Laura Ashworth & Jacey Kent, friends of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
Emmett Engelke, friend of Ted and Doris Engelhardt
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Willie Mae Brondstad, mother of Donna Boelter
Jo and Dwight Vorpahl, niece and nephew of Clarice Ullrich
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis
Karen and Joel Knapp, sister, brother in law of Margit Thurston
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen......
Bill Schade, friend of Hope Circle, Friday Work Crew and Faith
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You Are
Invited to
Game
Night!
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Preschool News

The Social
Concerns
Committee will
sponsor Game Night
at Seguin Assisted
Living at 226
Preston Drive on
Tuesday, February
25th, from 6:30 to
8:00 PM. Come and
play a game of
dominoes with the
residents or just visit
for a while. Make
time to brighten
someone’s day!

A Big Thank You for
all the contributions
towards the Santa
Sheriff project this
Christmas season. We
were able to give them
a check for $1,410 for
purchasing gifts for
each and every
resident in the care
facilities in
Seguin. Santa Sheriff
delivered these gifts to
each resident
personally along with
his elves. Our
contribution was
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Social Concerns
Committee

Worship service at Faith Lutheran on
Sunday, February 23, will be held at
10:00 AM
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WOMEN OF FAITH IN FEBRUARY
CHARITY CIRCLE—Monday, February 17th,7:00 PM, Deloris Atzger
LOVE CIRCLE—Tuesday, February 18th, 9:30 AM, Activity Center
HOPE CIRCLE—Thursday, February 20th, 2:00 PM, Activity Center

Bingo at Nesbit Nursing Home on Tuesday, February 25th.

MEN OF FAITH

The Men of Faith Lutheran Church will meet for breakfast and Bible study
on Saturday, February 22nd, at 8:30 AM at Reyna’s Mexican Restaurant at
707 E. Kingsbury Street. All men in the congregation are invited to this
devotional and time of fellowship.

Prayers of the Congregation Are Requested for:
The family of Kathryn Frase. Kathryn passed through
death into eternal life on Sunday, January 20th, here in
Seguin.
The family of Bill Henze, brother-in-law of Birdie Kuempel.
Bill passed through death into eternal life in January in
Plano, TX.

Kettle Campaign
Update
A BIG THANK YOU goes
out to all Faith bell
ringers and contributors
who participated in our
local Seguin Salvation
Army Kettle Campaign
this past Christmas
season. Faith had a
good number of willing
people taking a turn
ringing bells on
November 30th and
December 2nd. During
this two-day period
$3752.00 was raised.
Thanks to all our people
who made donations
also. Through your
efforts and the efforts
of other churches,
clubs, and individuals a
total of $41,168.47
was raised to support
the needs of our local
Seguin Guadalupe
County Unit.
Sincerely,
Social Concerns
Committee

.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

February
2020
Tim Bogisch , President … Social Concerns Committee
Fran Braun, Vice-President … Worship Committee
Kim Koenig, Secretary … Jr. & Sr. High Youth Committee
Joanne Shanafelt, … Preschool Committee
Doris Engelhardt, Treasurer … Mission Outreach Committee
Karl Boysen… Stewardship Committee
Ric Landvatter … Evangelism Committee
Chase White… Fellowship Committee
Dianne Chambers … Christian Education Committee
George Mannel … Property Management Committee

What’s Happening
in February?
1st Sunday Brunch
Potluck—
February 2, 10:30 AM
Committee Meetings—
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 7 PM

CHURCH STAFF
 Senior Pastor………………...…..…....Jim Craver
 Youth/C.Ed Dir………………...........Andrew Cave
 Evangelism Dir………………..…........Harry Dietz
 Office Manager……………...……...Angie Rohde
 Music / Communications Director
…………..……………….........Roxanne Heckmann
 Children/Youth Music
Dir…………………….…..……….....LeAnne White
 Organist/Pianist……………….…....Annette Stout
 Children’s Ministry Leader………..… Lisa Owen
 Financial Asst... …... ……...... Debbie Mozisek

PRESCHOOL & EXTENDED
CARE STAFF


Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk

Cup of Faith—
Sunday, Feb. 9th

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman
 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave.
 3 Day PS Aid….……….Joy McKinnis
 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sheri Scaief
 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann
 MMO Teacher……….….Diana Craver
 MMO Aide…….....…….….Avis Herrick
 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires
 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen
 Extended Care…….. Georgie Dittrich

Church Council—
Tues., Feb. 11, 6:30 PM
Preschool 50th
Anniversary—
Sunday, Feb. 23

