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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…
Faith for the Future!
Altar Flowers
in September

Proverbs 3:5-6 is a powerful Word from the Lord (and my bride’s life
verse from the Bible): “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not
depend on your own understanding. Seek His will in all you do,
and He will show you which path to take.”

Your pastor, Council and Staff have spent a lot of time praying for God
to show us what path He has in mind for Faith Lutheran. We believe
1st—Available
that God has given us a vision for our congregation: “Faith: for the
8th—Pat & Missy Future!” In my May 2019 Newsletter article, I shared this with you:
“Vision: I have been seeking God’s heart for a vision statement that
Sagebiel
captures where God wants us to go: “Faith: for the future!” is the result
15th—Jim &
of many prayers and the work of staff and council. Over 50 years ago,
Diana Craver
brave Christ-followers picked up God’s initial vision for what today is
22nd—Jesse & Faith Lutheran Church, Seguin. What we are is a result of the brave
Deloris Atzger faith and commitment of the founders of this congregation. I believe
that it is our task today to pick up on that initial vision and move it
29th-Patti Jahns forward! “Faith: for the future!” envisions that we too commit to
following God with tenacious faith and commitment to assuring that the
News of Jesus Christ is shared with the folks in our county and
“Words of Good
beyond.”

Faith” in

One component of “Faith: for the future!” is our worship life as a
congregation. Over the past two years, we have tried to meet the
worship style needs of a diverse congregation by offering the variety of
September
worship we now enjoy: traditional / liturgical worship twice monthly,
1st—Ted & Doris praise worship once monthly and a blend of both once a month. Adding
Engelhardt
to this, we have offered Bluegrass Gospel quarterly, and we are
8th—Pat & Missy planning a Polka Worship style on October 20. I want to thank each of
you for giving us grace and being accepting of what we have been trying
Sagebiel
to accomplish! We have listened to the voice of Faith’s people and the
15th—Available differing desires for certain worship expressions! I am sure that you join
22nd—Available me in praising God that worship attendance is way up from two years
ago and that new folks are being attracted to Faith all the time!

29th– Available

Continued on pg. 2
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim…continued

September
Birthdays
01 Karen Bogisch
02 Lacy Herbold
02 Charles Pfluger
03 Presley Patek
03 Amber Ramos
04 Brian Ermel
05 Richard Hodge
06 Sandy Wille
07 Kerry Koehler
07 Addison Seidel
08 Tucker Edwards
09 Mary Flippin
09 Todd Lehmann
10 Marlin Maltony
12 Lisa Boenig
13 Jim Hilbert
13 Julie Sherwood
14 Caroline
Sherwood
14 Tanner Franks
16 Annie Roswell
17 Mary Ermel

However, we are now convinced that it is time to plan a second
worship time and style, much like Faith offered several years ago:
a traditional 8 AM service each Sunday and Praise Worship at
10:30 AM with Bible Classes from 9:15-10:15 AM each Sunday.
We are now seeking God’s leading on a January 2020 launch for
this new schedule. Your Church Council is considering this
proposal. We will need to work together to assure that the worship
life at Faith Lutheran continues to bring glory to Jesus, joins us to
the plan of God to build His Church and remains a viable means to
bring the Gospel to all people. Join me in asking God to continue
to bless the worship life of Faith Lutheran.
Another component of “Faith: for the future!” relates to the
wonderful facilities God has blessed us with. Of all the
congregations I have served in over 33 years as a pastor – these
are the finest! Careful planning, sacrifice and a unified
congregation have resulted in our current buildings. Yet, we will
need to carefully consider enhancements and new structures that
will best serve us into the future. A Facility Enhancement
Taskforce has been meeting for months and has brought forward
some conceptual ideas for enhancements to the Council. While
still conceptual in nature, these ideas deserve our thoughts and
prayers. The Church Council will be hosting a Town Hall style
meeting to help begin this conversation at Faith. Please plan to
attend!
Unrelated to the above, I would like to update you on our staffing
at Faith. We are now down two staff people from two years ago
with the resignations of a full-time Administrator and a
Communications Director. Staff and I have decided, with the
approval of Council, to absorb these two positions into our current
staff. I must tell you that your staff has accepted this challenge
and still remains as effective and productive as before! This is a
testament to the character, work ethic and love for the Lord of the
folks ministering at Faith! Andrew Cave continues to amaze us
with the ministry he does with our youth and families. He and Kelli
are tireless advocates with and for our youth! Angie Rohde runs a
tight ship as Office Manager and Assistant Administrator – she is
also the pleasant voice that you hear when you call! Roxanne
Heckman recently added Director of Communications to Director
of Music at Faith – please welcome her to this new role! Sharon
Stollewerk and her amazing team at Faith Lutheran Preschool are
beginning the 50th year of ministry to the families of Faith and the
Continued on pg. 3
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Seguin community! This ministry to families is one of our most
significant outreach efforts and God keeps blessing us through it! We
will celebrate the 50th anniversary of Faith Lutheran Preschool on
February 23, 2020! We are also pleased to announce that LeAnne
White is our new Director of Children & Youth Music – you will see the
results of her ministry as children take a larger role in our worship life!
Harry Dietz remains a huge asset to your Pastor as he is on the front
line of visiting folks in the hospital and communing our shut-ins. Harry
is assisted by a few dedicated folks that also visit on a regular basis.
(HINT: is God calling you to this ministry? – Let’s talk!)
What wisdom would Jesus give us as we look forward? Probably this:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own
understanding. Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path

to take.”

Council Corner…

Highlights from the August meeting:








Reviewed and discussed new hires and open positions
Discussed future expansion plans and need for congregation input
Approved 2 week paternity leave for Andrew
Discussed decreasing the number of pages in the bulletin
Church picnic scheduled for October 6 at Nolte Island
Church Council will be reviewing Constitution and Bylaws and
appointing a committee to update both documents

September
Birthdays
17 Jon Ullrich
20 Patrick Schulze
20 Sterling Schulze

20 Matt Sherwood
21 Jim Sagebiel
22 Jenna Menking
22 John Nash
23 Janet Wolber
24 Tom Stout
24 Dennis Estes
24 George Mannel

25 Jessica
Westerholm
25 Jody
Schievelbein

Congratulations to Cade Lange. Cade is the son of Nicole
and (the late) Chris Lange and was confirmed here at
Faith on Sunday, August 11.

26 Steve Frase
27 Darren Reiley
27 Cole Taylor
28 Matthew Fransen
28 Melvin Boelter
29 Gretchen Goetz
29 Kenneth Wolber
30 Maureen
Thornhill
30 Andrew Wise
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September
Anniversaries
2 Larry &
Diane Lippe
18 Chuck &
Sue Powell

21 Andrew &
Kim Koenig
21 John & Casi
Wilke
Faith
On
Tour
Projects

30 Danny &
Phyllis
Neumann

A Special Potluck and Opportunity to Meet a Former
Major League Baseball Pitcher and to Learn
about Water Mission
The Mission Outreach Committee is inviting you to
join us for a potluck meal on Thursday evening,
September 5th, in the LEC beginning at 6:00 p.m.
After supper we will have a special presentation about
Water Mission from Scott Linebrink, former Major
League Baseball pitcher (1997 – 2012), who is the Stewardship
Adviser for the Southwest Region of Water Mission and Kevin Herr,
Director of Church Partnerships for Water Mission.
Water Mission is a Christian Engineering Non-profit Ministry that
designs, builds and implements safe water, sanitation and hygiene
solutions for people in developing countries and disaster areas. Since
2001, Water Mission has provided access to safe water for more
than 4 million people in more than 55 countries and has over
250 staff members working around the world in permanent country
programs.
Come join us on September 5th for food, fellowship and to hear the
story of how Water Mission got started and how they are striving to
provide safe water and an opportunity to experience God’s love to the
2.1 billion people around the world who lack access to safe water.
This is their Mission: To honor God by developing, implementing, and
sharing best-in-class safe water solutions that transform as many
lives as possible, as quickly as possible.

Parish Education News
RALLY DAY PLANNED
Join us for Sunday School Rally Day on Sunday,
September 8th, as we kick-off a new year of learning,
fellowship and fun! We will celebrate after worship in
the LEC with activities for children, youth and adults!
Cookies and drinks will be served as well!
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER ORIENTATION
A special orientation for all children, youth and adult
Sunday School teachers will be held following the Rally
Day celebration on September 8. Curriculum folders will
be handed out, and Andrew will lead a short training
presentation. Lunch will be provided.
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Joyful Noise

Christian Cupboard
Item of the Month

We are so excited to be starting a brand new ministry
for our young people here at Faith!

In the month of

New Children and Youth Music Ministry!

Joyful Noise will be a music group for students in
grades K-12. We will meet on Wednesday nights from
5:45-6:30 in the choir room. There will be singing,
ringing and playing instruments while we develop and
strengthen our faith! We will meet weekly and share
our talents at various worship services and church
events. If you enjoy music in any way, shape or form,
we would love to have you! Rehearsals start
Wednesday, September 18 th. Please don't hesitate
to contact me with any questions! LeAnne White
lwhite@faithseguin.org 830-305-2416

September, the
Christian Cupboard
states that one of
their most needed
items is breakfast
cereal. This includes
any type or brand of
cereal. Please bring
your donations to
church through
September 30th and

Notes of Thanks
Thank you all so much for your kind words of
encouragement, support, and prayers during my
recent trip to Slovakia. I am blessed to be a part of
such a caring congregation. I taught sixteen
students over the course of two weeks, and all were
receptive to hearing the Good News of Christ's love
for them. Please pray the tiny seeds that were
planted continue to be nourished and grow into a
deeply rooted faith.
Amanda Serold
We would like to thank all who did so much to help us deal with
Sherline’s death. Thank you to everyone who provided food for
the reception, sent cards, phone calls, shared personal
condolences and attended the service. Your thoughts and prayers
are appreciated very much. Harold Bogisch and Family

place them in the
basket in the narthex
marked Christian
Cupboard. Faith’s
members have been
wonderful supporters
of the Christian
Cupboard, and the
Social Concerns
Committee thanks
you for your ongoing
generosity.
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At this time in the life
of our nation and with
all that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

Lessons from a
Short-Term
Mission Trip
Five years ago, my wife, Lisa, and I had the privilege of leading a group of 10 from
our church in North Dakota on a week-long mission trip to Belize. This was the first
such mission trip in the church’s 127-year history! Our group consisted of farmers
and ranchers in addition to two students. Not a one of us felt particularly wellequipped for what we had agreed to do, but we each answered God’s call to go
anyway.
We were given a list of optional mission activities for our week and were asked to
choose three. When I saw the list, I thought for sure the group would cling to the
safety of hands-on projects like construction and painting. Much to my surprise,
the group chose children’s ministry, mercy ministry, and evangelism. I was
shocked, excited, and scared all at the same time! What will we do? How will we
do it? Lord, help us!
And He did! Our group, as ill-equipped as you might imagine some North Dakotans
going into a Spanish-speaking community in Central America could be, effectively
engaged in each of the three mission activities and witnessed God move in mighty
ways that we will never forget! Ephesians 3:20-21 became our refrain of praise:
“Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think according
to the power that works in us – to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
Our group returned from Belize and in debriefing we identified two life lessons
that Jesus taught us on our trip that are true for every follower of Jesus wherever
you are. The first lesson is WE ARE ALL CALLED TO BE MISSIONARIES. At first, we
struggled as some did not feel gifted or equipped. But the trip was transformative
in affirming that everyone is called to be a missionary, period. Secondly, we
learned that WE DO NOT NEED TO LEAVE OUR HOMETOWN TO DO MISSION. One
of the team members said it best: “There’s nothing we did in Belize that we
couldn’t do in Glenfield. I just think of all the people we could be ministering to at
home.”
Friends, God is calling you to live on mission … and you don’t have to go to a
foreign country to do so! Regardless of your gifting or training, each of us is called
to be missionaries and every day is an opportunity to live in mission right in our
own communities. If that scares you a little bit, then you’re probably on the right
track! Just don’t forget to pray that all important prayer: “Lord, help us!” And be
ready with a refrain of praise when he does!
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District.
Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel
free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or
bryce@lcmctexas.org. Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas.

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO
Jeff Mueller
Judy Saunders
Ric Landvatter
Jim Leiber
Correen Dube
Kathryn Frase
Jeri Mires
Patti Zimmerman

Colleen Eckhardt
Nora Lavalett
Dorothy Burris
Kathy Ersch
Donna Boelter
Glenda Leiber
Carolyn Sagebiel
Doug Bierstedt

Gladys Fruehling
Julie Sagebiel
Donald Jackson
Evelyn Hoffman
Harry Dietz
Charlene Nelson
Dot Day

** Please note: if someone you have placed on
this list has been helped by our prayers,
please notify the church office so the person's
name can be removed. Thank you for your
cooperation.
Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Brandon Karm, grandson of Cliff and Debbie Lehmann
Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn
Frank Bain, friend of Mike and Candi Andrews
Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, Texas
Dianne Mueller, mother of Mike Mueller
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz
Maria Gonzales, friend of Susan Foerster
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer
Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
Diane Allbaugh, friend of Birdie Kuempel
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara Hilbert
Betty Vetter, sister of Emma Jean Becker
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards
Becky Konen, cousin of Birdie Kuempel
Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Willie Mae Brondstad, mother of Donna Boelter
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Genevieve Moore, friend of Mark & Sharon Westerholm
Molly Lind, friend of Chase and LeAnne White
Mark Keddal, friend of many at Faith Lutheran
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen
Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm & Scaramozi Families
Melissa Helweg, friend of Mike and Candi Andrews
Mark Wiedner, friend of Steve and Susan Foerster

........................................

Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Carol and Riley Parker, friends of Lydia Whitwell
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Rossi Flores, friend of Syndra Schulze
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
Michelle Waag, friend of Cliff and Debbie Lehmann
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Miles Takington, friend of Cliff and Debbie Lehman
Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
John Murphy, relative of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington
Doug Hester, friend of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel
Hudson, Jason & Melissa Warner, family of Terry Freeman
Laura Ashworth & Jacey Kent, friends of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
Emmett Engelke, friend of Ted and Doris Engelhardt
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Wayne Vermillion, friend of Charlie Koehler
Dennis and Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis
Karen and Joel Knapp, sister, brother in law of Margit Thurston
Jon Delagarza, friend of Jessie and Katharine Schievelbein
Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Stacey Anderson Hall & Madison, friends of Faith Preschool
Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White
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REMINDERS
HAND BELL CHOIR
and The CHANCEL
CHOIR
Have begun
rehearsals for the
new season. Bells
meet at 6:00 in
the sanctuary, and
choir meets at
7:00 in the choir
room Come join
us! No experience
necessary!

Save the
Date!

Prayers of the Congregation Are Requested for:
The family of Brenda Hodge, who passed through death into eternal life
on August 4th. Brenda is the stepmother of Richard Hodge.
The family of John Nash Jr., who is the grandfather of John Nash IV. Mr.
Nash passed through death into eternal life on Friday, August 9. Services
were held Thursday, August 15th, at First United Church here in Seguin.
For the family of Mark Weaver, who passed through death into eternal life
on Thursday, August 15th. Mark is the brother of Gene and Donna Hunt.
For the family of Loren Cordes. Loren passed through death into eternal
life on Saturday, August 17th, here in Seguin. Loren and his family are
former members of Faith and his father, Pastor Bob Cordes, served as
associate Pastor.
For the family of Wallace Dube. Wallace passed through death into
eternal life on Tuesday, August 20. Services were
held here at Faith on Saturday, August 24th.

Maggie Grace Shashack, the infant daughter of Leslie and Andrew

Shashack. Maggie was baptized into God’s Kingdom on Saturday, August
17th , here at Faith Lutheran. Proud grandparents are Steve and Jamie
Shashack .

Faith Lutheran Pre
School will be
celebrating its 50th
Anniversary with a
big celebration on
Sunday, February
23, 2020! Mark
your calendars now
for this milestone
event!
MEN OF FAITH

The Men of Faith
Lutheran Church will
meet for breakfast
and Bible study on
Saturday, September
28, at 8:30 AM
at Reyna’s Mexican
Restaurant at 707 E.
Kingsbury St. All men
in the congregation
are invited to this
devotional and time of
fellowship.

First Responders
Brunch Potluck

Come to Game Night!

The Social Concerns Committee will sponsor
The First Sunday Potluck
Brunch will not be held on
Game Night at Seguin Assisted Living at 226
September 1st, but
Preston Drive on Tuesday, September 24, from
instead we will join in
6:30 to 8:00 PM. Come and play a game of
celebration of our First
dominoes with the residents or just visit for a
Responders in the Life
while. Make time to brighten someone’s day!
Enrichment Center on
Sunday, September 15th,
following worship. Those
attending are asked to
bring their favorite brunch/
lunch dish to share with
Faith and our special
visitors!

Bible Study
“The Power of Jesus’
Names” Bible Study , led
by Andrew Cave will end

on August 29. Pastor Jim
will begin a new Thursday
night Bible Study on
September 12 in the
Activity Center.
7:00 to 8:00 PM.

Faith Lutheran Church
1326 E Cedar Street
Seguin, Texas 78155
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

September
2019
Faith Lutheran Church Council
Lisa Warren , President … Christian Education Committee
Tim Bogisch, Vice-President … Social Concerns Committee
Kim Koenig, Secretary … Jr. & Sr. High Youth Committee
Joanne Shanafelt, Treasurer … Preschool Committee
Doris Engelhardt, Asst. Treasurer … Mission Outreach Committee
Karl Boysen… Stewardship Committee
Ric Landvatter … Evangelism Committee
Chase White… Fellowship Committee
Fran Braun … Worship Committee
George Mannel … Property Management Committee

Church Staff

Preschool & Extended Care Staff

 Senior Pastor……....Jim Craver

 Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk

 Youth/CEd Dir…..Andrew Cave

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman
 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave

 Evangelism Dir…....Harry Dietz

 Preschool Aide….......Georgie Dittrich

 Office Manager….Angie Rohde

 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sandy Koepp

 Music / Communications
Dir………..Roxanne Heckmann

 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann

 Children/Youth Music
Dir……………….LeAnne White
 Organist/Pianist...Annette Stout

 MMO Aide…….....…….….Avis Herrick

 Financial Asst...

 MMO Teacher……….….Diana Craver

 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires
 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen
 Volunteer………....……..Nancy Estes

What’s Happening
in September?
Committee Meetings—
Tues., Sept. 3rd, 7 PM
Mission Outreach Potluck
Dinner w/ guest speaker
Thurs., Sept. 5th, 6 PM

Rally Day Festivities
Sunday, Sept. 8th, 10:30
First Responders
Recognition Service and
Potluck Brunch
Sept. 15th

