Be sure and tune in to
“Words of Faith”
Broadcast on KWED
1580 AM
Sunday Mornings
8:00 AM

Altar Flowers
in October

October
2019

From the Desk of Pastor Jim…
Psalm 31:19 serves as a reminder to all Christ-followers that our God is a good
and gracious God to people: “How great is the goodness You have stored up for
those who fear You. You lavish it on those who come to You for protection,
blessing them before the watching world.”

6th—Bertha
Marie Keller
13th—Johanna
Lange

20th—Mike and
Candi Andrews

I find it interesting that the Psalm begins with King David asking for protection
and then tearfully moaning about how sin has depleted his joy. But the Lord
had done a mighty work in David’s life, leading David to express the faith and
confidence of verse 19! Most of us could strongly identify with this Psalm. Read
it for yourself.
“How great is the goodness You have stored up for those who fear You. You
lavish it on those who come to You for protection, blessing them before the
watching world.” This verse is on my heart as I write this article, and for some
varied reasons:
†

Today I am busy working on two funeral services that we will have this
week. Patti Zimmerman and Charlene Nelson were both called to heaven
and escorted there by Jesus Himself! How do we know that? Jesus
promises this to all who die with faith in Him: “When everything is ready, I
will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I
am.” (John 14:3) These two ladies trusted the Lord Who loves them. As sad
as it is to lose loved ones, we need also remember what they have gained!
The pain, suffering, tribulations, aging and hurting bodies… are over! “But
we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are
eagerly waiting for Him to return as our Savior. He will take our weak mortal
bodies and change them into glorious bodies like His own, using the same
power with which He will bring everything under His control.” (Philippians
3:20-21)

†

Today also marks a new beginning for confirmation, Joyful Noise Children &
Youth music, FLY, choir, bells…. All this and more every Wednesday! Just a
few short years ago we were lamenting the lack of young folks at Faith and
praying for a miracle. The Lord is answering our prayers, and there is a lot
we should be thankful for at Faith! I love Wednesdays at Faith with so many
joy-filled folks gathering around the Word of God and each other! We have
come so far in recent years! Young families are finding a faith home
among us, and for that we all rejoice! This year also marks a change in our
confirmation ministry: we are spending year one learning about the Bible,
major events and people – all moving toward year two which will have a
comprehensive study of the six major teachings of Christianity. “How great
is the goodness You have stored up for those who fear You.”
Continued on pg. 2

27th—Matt and
Julie Sherwood

“Words of
Faith” in
October
6th—Bill and
Rose Mary Ermel
13th— Walter and
Gladys Fruehling
20th— Carolyn
Westerholm
27th—Walter and
Gladys Fruehling
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim… cont.
†

Have you noticed the heavenly sounds of little ones in worship? Have you
noticed how Children’s Sermons have increasing numbers of young
believers coming forward? “How great is the goodness You have stored up
for those who fear You.” In our October 13 town hall meeting, we have the
opportunity to celebrate, review and learn about the impact of a growing
congregation (such a lovely “problem” to have). Our strong and diverse
church family will talk about the implications of a growing congregation and
community and how we can address both through worship. We will also
have a presentation from the Facilities Task Force on potential expansion
to meet the needs of our congregation. While conceptual in nature, these
plans do reveal what could be done to meet the future needs of Faith
Lutheran.

†

Beginning Sunday, September 22, we will feature two adult Bible Classes –
a dream of mine for almost three years! LifeBridge: geared for the young
and young at heart. Our initial classes will focus on improving relationships,
especially in marriage, using a resource called “LOVE TALK” by Dr’s Les &
Leslie Parrott. This class is video, discussion and small group based and
meets in the Activity Center and is led by your Pastor. The other Adult Class
is focused on “THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW.” Filmed in Israel and the
Middle East where Bible events took place, these DVD Faith Lessons weave
together historical, cultural, and geographical contexts to provide insights
into how people in biblical times understood Jesus’ teaching. Teacher and
historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into the Scripture’s
significance for believers today. This class meets in the Worship Center and
is facilitated by Stan Wieding.

†

Faith will sponsor a trip to the Holy Land in November 2021. Diana Strom
Landvatter, a professional trip planner, is arranging a tour that will visit the
major sites of Christianity. Your Pastor will serve as the spiritual leader of
the trip, and we have made arrangements for a wonderful Christian guide
to lead us. We will visit places where our Lord walked and talked, where
lives were changed by an encounter with Jesus, where dead were raised,
our Lord crucified and where the resurrection may have happened! This
and more awaits us! The cost for the trip will be $3,500 per person – allinclusive except some meals and fun money. Payments can be stretched
over 18 installments. There are many details to follow in coming months.

October Birthdays
01 Chris Hill
01 Alan Kuntschik
03 Kyrie Casey
03 Cody Goetz
04 Ashley Goins
06 Lisa Warren
07 Steven Stewart
07 Sara Edwards
08 Reagan Roswell
08 Jake Stewart
08 Donna Boelter
10 Birdie Kuempel
10 Shane Pruitt
11 Phyllis Neumann
12 Judy Saunders
13 Ken Pfeil
13 Carley Caddell
14 Tiffany Mirault
14 Spitzie Ullrich
16 Diana Craver
16 Bill Hicklin
16 Dorothy Burris
17 Jeanine Ullrich
17 Sharon Stollewerk
17 Steve Foerster

What more could we say beyond “Thank you Jesus!” and “How great is the
goodness You have stored up for those who fear You. You lavish it on those
who come to You for protection, blessing them before the watching world.”
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Annual Church Picnic Held at Nolte Island
Join us for some fresh air and sunshine during the Outdoor
Worship and Picnic on Sunday, October 6th, at Nolte Island,
located off of Capote Road. Sunday School classes will meet
under the trees at 9:15 AM, and then worship will begin at 10:30
AM. The meal will follow the service. While the meat will be
provided, those attending are asked to bring sides to accompany
the barbecue. Please bring a covered dish to share that
corresponds with the first letter of your last name according to
the following: A-G— Salads/Potato Salad, H-P— Desserts
Q-Z— Beans/Vegetables
Faith will provide plates, cups, plastic ware, and drinks. A free will offering will be collected to defray the cost of the meat,
facility rental, and paper goods. Suggested donations are $5.00
for adults and $3.00 for children. In case of inclement weather,
worship will be held at the church at 10:30 AM with the meal to
follow in the Life Enrichment Center. Please check your email
and Facebook if the weather is questionable. Expect an
afternoon of fun and fellowship for all ages; see you there!

Prayers of the congregation are requested for…
The family of Charlene Nelson. Charlene passed through death into
eternal life on September 11. Services were held here at Faith on
September 21st.

The family of Patty Zimmerman. Patty passed through death into eternal
life on September 15th. Services were held here at Faith on September
19th.
Kendall and Cierra (Copeland) Bierstedt who were united in
Holy Matrimony on October 5, 2019 in Stanley, Idaho.





October Birthdays
19 Ann Menking
19 Jesse Atzger
20 Josh Ramos
20 Mary Koehler
20 Valerie Doerfler
21 Corinth Casey
21 Jennifer Stewart
21 Nora Lavalett
22 Lee Roy
Schievelbein
23 Andrew Kuehne
23 Scott Lange
23 Jeannie Smith
25 John Hoff
28 Margit Thurston

Council Corner

29 Mary Flippin

Items discussed at September council meeting include:

29 Laurie Coleman

Oct. 6-Church Picnic. We will welcome new members.
Oct. 13-Town Hall meeting. Letter to go out to congregation.
Plans in place for a potential Holy Land tour in 2021

30 Sharon
Westerholm
31 Gladys Fruehling

Come to Game Night!

The Social Concerns Committee will sponsor Game Night at
Seguin Assisted Living at 226 Preston Drive on Tuesday,
October 23rd, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Come and play a game
of dominoes with the residents or just visit for a while.

31 Ken Baethge
31 Lisa Owen
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You’ve
been
Turkey’d!
Do you want to
support the Youth
Ministry and also
have a friend’s
yard full of
turkeys?

Beginning Sunday,
October 20, you
will be able to
purchase turkey
yard signs for $10
each.
Instructions
1. Fill out a
fundraiser form
available after
worship.
2. PayFaith
$10 per
On
turkey sign.
Tour

3. Put
the name
Projects
and address of the
person you want to
have turkey’d.
4. The youth will
then go out and
stick the turkey
signs in the yards
of your friends!
All profit goes to
our youth ministry!
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History of “The Old Rugged Cross”
Written by George Bennard in 1912, this hymn is a favorite to many.
Bennard was born in Youngstown, Ohio shortly after the end of the Civil
War. His father was a coal miner, and he came to Christ through the
ministry of the Salvation Army. He trained for the ministry, moved to
Chicago, married and began working in ministry with the Salvation Army.
He later was ordained by the Methodist Episcopal Church and became a
traveling evangelist. After a particularly difficult season, he began to
realize that he needed to better understand the power of the Cross of
Christ. He later said, “I was praying for a full understanding of the
Cross… I read and studied and prayed…The Christ of the Cross became
more than a symbol…it was like seeing John 3:16 leave the printed page,
take form, and act out the meaning of redemption. While watching this
scene with my mind’s eye, the theme of the song came to me.” Several
months later, George sang the finished song to his friends, The Rev. and
Mrs. Boswick. The Boswicks were so moved that they helped pay the fees
to have it printed.

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NLT)

1) On a hill far away,
stood an old rugged Cross
The emblem of suffering and shame
And I love that old Cross
where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain

2) Oh, that old rugged Cross
so despised by the world
Has a wondrous attraction for me
For the dear Lamb of God,
left His Glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary

So I'll cherish
the old rugged Cross
Till my trophies, at last,
I lay down
I will cling to the old rugged Cross
And exchange it some day
for a crown

3) In the old rugged Cross,
stained with blood so divine
A wondrous beauty I see
For the dear Lamb of God,
left His Glory above
To pardon and sanctify me
4) To

the old rugged Cross,
I will ever be true
Its shame and reproach gladly bear
Then He'll call me some day
to my home far away
Where His glory forever I'll share

Christian
Cupboard Item of
the Month
In the month of
October, the
Christian Cupboard
states that one of
their most needed
items is canned
vegetables. This
includes any type or
brand of
vegetables. Please
bring your
donations to church
through October
31st and
place them in the
basket in the
narthex marked
Christian Cupboard.
Faith’s members
have been
wonderful
supporters of the
Christian Cupboard,
and the Social
Concerns
Committee thanks
you for your ongoing
generosity.
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Is God Pruning
His Church?
At this time in the life
of our nation and all
that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:
Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner

David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England

Yesterday morning in two consecutive and unrelated phone calls, the
person on the on the other end of each call made a reference to God
pruning the church. I don’t know about you, but the topic of pruning
doesn’t typically come up in my conversations: not daily, weekly, or even
monthly! So when it was brought up twice in unrelated conversations
within an hour, I figured God just might be trying to get my attention!
Before yesterday, I remember the last time I had a conversation with
someone about pruning. In early August, I went to visit my dad in Iowa
and he had just finished cutting the dead branches out of a three-story
vine that had been left to grow for several years up the entire side of his
house. Apparently, a late freeze had killed more than half of the vine, so
my dad cut out only the dead branches, leaving all the branches that still
showed signs of life. And the vine now looks terrible, so Dad and I
discussed pruning even the living branches to promote new growth and
to help revitalize the vine.
It seems counter-intuitive to cut back the little bit of life that the vine has
left. Even though the growth was uneven and unsightly, it was still life
and growth and both Dad and I had a hard time even talking about
pruning the living branches. But any experienced gardener knows that
the secret to the most beautiful vines is appropriately timed pruning:
living branches are cut back to promote healthier, more fruitful growth in
the future.
Jesus told his disciples about how God prunes us in John 15. He says, “I
am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. Every branch in me that
does not produce fruit he removes, and he prunes every branch that
produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit.”
In reading Jesus’ words, it seems to me that pruning is essential to
healthy, fruitful growth of God’s church. Whenever we experience God
pruning his church, it will likely seem counter-intuitive to us at first. We
may lament what is going on as God cuts out that which is dead and cuts
back even that which is alive. Undoubtedly, we experience pain through
this process. We may look at ourselves and shudder at the unsightliness
of the present state of the church. But God calls us to trust him in what he
is doing to bring about healthy, fruit-bearing new growth for the future of
his church. After all, it’s his church, his vine … not ours.
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District. Residing in
Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission. Feel free to contact him with any
questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org. Like us on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas. © 2018 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with
permission.

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO
Julie Sagebiel
Judy Saunders
Carolyn Sagebiel
Jeri Mires
Correen Dube
Gina Mannel

Dorothy Burris
Glenda Leiber
Donna Boelter
Kathryn Frase
Ric Landvatter

Gladys Fruehling
Nora Lavalett
Kathy Ersch
Dot Day
Doug Bierstedt

shack

** Please note: if someone you have
placed on this list has been helped by our
prayers, please notify the church office so
the person's name can be removed. Thank
you for your cooperation.
Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards
Ashley Skloss, sister of Courtney Herbold
Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means
Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum
Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell
Tim Schievelbein, son of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, Texas
Dianne Mueller, mother of Mike Mueller
Lisa DeCordova, friend of Lisa Warren
Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch
Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer
Nancy Rodgers, sister-in-law of Tootsie Rodgers
Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler
Mark Wiedner, friend of Steve and Susan Foerster
Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel
Jessica Hilbert, daughter-in-law of Don and Barbara Hilbert
Betty Vetter, sister of Emma Jean Becker
Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards
Colleen Collier, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein
Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.
Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum
Willie Mae Brondstad, mother of Donna Boelter
Amy Martin Zeitel, sister of Jill Clinton
Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family
Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel
Micah Sagebiel, friend of Tammy Bogisch
Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran
Theresa Mims, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos
Genevieve Moore, friend of Mark & Sharon Westerholm
Molly Lind, friend of Chase and LeAnne White
Jon Delagarza, friend of Jessie and Katharine Schievelbein
Woerndel Family, friends of Jessica Westerholm
Camden Schoenert & Family, friends of Westerholm & Scaramozi Families
Justus Evans, son of Joshua and Dwan Evans ,our Hillcrest friends

Carol and Riley Parker, friends of Lydia Whitwell
Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge
Connie Hendricks, friend of Irene Menn
Rossi Flores, friend of Syndra Schulze .
Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, and Diane
Mike Heckmann, father of LeAnne White
Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires
Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz
Maria Gonzales, friend of Susan Foerster
Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris
Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris
Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
John Murphy, relative of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington
Doug Hester, friend of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel
Hudson, Jason & Melissa Warner, family of Terry Freeman
Laura Ashworth & Jacey Kent, friends of Jesse & Deloris Atzger
Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer
Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann
Peggy Gwyther, sister of Diane Gwyther
Emmett Engelke, friend of Ted and Doris Engelhardt
George Walker, father of Sara Edwards
Wayne Vermillion, friend of Charlie Koehler
Dennis and Monica Melton, friends of Katharine Schievelbein
Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson
Anthony Garza, friend of Colleen Eckhardt
Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie and Cliff Lehmann
Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family
Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack
Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel
Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis
Karen and Joel Knapp, sister, brother in law of Margit Thurston
Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen......
Chuck Ingersoll, friend of Cecil and Syndra Schulz
Stacey Anderson Hall & Madison, friends of Faith Preschool
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Preschool News
October
Anniversaries

05 Steve &
Nancy Frase
11 Larry &
Kristy Serold
25 Ken &
Teresa Kiel

26 Mark &
Sharon
Westerholm
26 John &
Anita Hoff
28 Dennis &
Nancy Estes

Praise and glory to you, Father, as the 50th year of Faith Lutheran Preschool begins! God's
blessings and Faith's wonderful, supportive congregation have made the last 49 years
possible. We will have a special celebration on February 23rd so please mark your
calendars!
We are fortunate to have a loving and dedicated staff again this year. Diana Craver is the
Mother's Morning Out teacher, and Avis Herrick is her Aide. We are delighted to have Kelli
Cave as the new 3 Day Preschool teacher, and Georgie Dittrich serves as her Aide as well as
the Extended Care Aide, Director and 5 Day Preschool teacher Sharon Stollewerk, 5 Day
Preschool teacher and Extended Care Aide Paula Neuman, Extended Care teacher and 5
Day Preschool Aide Della Sires, 5 Day Preschool Aide and Extended Care Aide Lisa Owens,
Sheri Scaief, Fulltime 2 year old teacher, Terri Hartmann, Fulltime 2 year old Aide, and
Nancy Estes, volunteer.
The 5 Day classes' units included Back to School with Favorite Books, Colors in English and
Spanish, Community Helpers, and Numbers. We enjoyed having police officer James
Eichenholz (Sawyer's daddy) come and show us his patrol car, Sheriff Deputy Dustin
Crawford (Cole's daddy) with police dog Eddie, and Detective Brad Flippin (Lyndee's daddy).
These helpers explained their jobs and how much they help us. We learned to not be afraid
and are glad they are our friends. We especially liked watching Eddie perform.
The 3 Day class has been learning the school routine and transitioning nicely. They made
beautiful apple prints from their hands. They studied how God made the big, beautiful
world during their unit on Creation. They were very excited to study dinosaurs and made
dinosaur fossils.
The mother's Morning Out class has been adjusting to being away from Mommy and
Daddy. They are really starting to enjoy school, and they LOVE to play outside. They have
participated in some fun activities such as Red Day, making a Family page, learning that
Jesus is my best friend, and All About Me. We are very proud of them!
The Fulltime 2 year old class is off to a great start. They are also adjusting to being away
from Mommy and Daddy, and are learning that they always come back. There were tears,
but only a few! They studied My Family, My Feelings, My Pets, Friends, the shape Circle,
and the color Yellow. Yellow Day was celebrated with everyone wearing yellow clothing
and eating yellow snacks. They had fun making pet pictures including birds and fish. They
love learning and singing new songs.
Thank you to the wonderful Preschool Board, Committee, and Property and Management
for all their hard work preparing for our school year. We appreciate all of you!
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MEN OF
FAITH
The Men of Faith
Lutheran Church will
meet for breakfast
and Bible study on
Saturday, October 26,
at 8:30 AM at
Reyna’s Mexican
Restaurant at 707 E.
Kingsbury Street. All
men in the
congregation are
invited to this
devotional and time
of fellowship.

WOMEN OF FAITH IN OCTOBER
CHARITY CIRCLE—Monday, October 21st, 7 PM, Activity Center
LOVE CIRCLE—Tuesday, October 15th, 9:30 AM, Activity Center
HOPE CIRCLE—Thursday, October 17th, 2:00 PM, Activity Center

On behalf of the Patti Zimmerman family, we would like to thank all of you for the many beautiful
cards, as well as the time you put into making her funeral and reception a wonderful celebration
of her life at Faith Lutheran Church. Pastor Craver was correct about building on the backbone
of the Charter Members of this church, one that each of us are so proud of. There are so many
visual memories of her artistic talent flowing throughout Faith Lutheran, what a blessing she has
shared with us. May her spirit and drive continue to live on in each one of us.
Peace be with you, The Patty Zimmerman Family

Sunday, October 27


Sign Up to host a “TRUNK” on the kiosk
in the Narthex! Please be set up by 4:45.



Donate Bags of candy! Please bring to
church office by Thursday, October 24th.



Pass the word to friends and family!
5:00-7:00 PM in the west parking lot.

Faith Lutheran Church
1326 E Cedar Street
Seguin, Texas 78155
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OCTOBER
2019
Lisa Warren , President … Christian Education Committee
Tim Bogisch, Vice-President … Social Concerns Committee
Kim Koenig, Secretary … Jr. & Sr. High Youth Committee
Joanne Shanafelt, Treasurer … Preschool Committee
Doris Engelhardt, Asst. Treasurer … Mission Outreach Committee
Karl Boysen… Stewardship Committee
Ric Landvatter … Evangelism Committee
Chase White… Fellowship Committee
Fran Braun … Worship Committee
George Mannel … Property Management Committee

CHURCH STAFF
 Senior Pastor…………….…....Jim Craver
 Youth/C.Ed Dir…………….....Andrew Cave

PRESCHOOL & EXTENDED
CARE STAFF
 Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk
 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman

 Evangelism Dir…………..…......Harry Dietz

 3 Day Teacher………….....Kelli Cave

 Office Manager…………….....Angie Rohde

 Preschool Aide….......Georgie Dittrich

 Music / Communications Director
…………..……………....Roxanne Heckmann

 5 Day Tchr 2 Yr Olds…..Sheri Scaief
 5 Day Aide 2 Yr Olds...Terri Hartmann

 Children/Youth Music
Dir…………………….…..…….LeAnne White

 MMO Teacher……….….Diana Craver

 Organist/Pianist……………...Annette Stout

 MMO Aide…….....…….….Avis Herrick

 Financial Asst... …... ….... Debbie Moziek

 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher.....Della Sires
 5 Day PS & EC Aide….…...Lisa Owen

What’s Happening
in October?
* Committee Meetings
Tues. Oct. 1, 7:00 PM
* Church Picnic &
Outdoor Worship
Sun. Oct. 6, 9:15
AM/10:30
* Church Council
Tues. Oct. 8, 6:30 PM
* Town Hall Meeting
Sun. Oct. 13, 10:15 AM

* Polka Service
Sun. Oct. 20, 9:00 AM

