
 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Jimé 
 

Purpose Driven Church Conference 
As many of you know, I attended a Purpose Driven Churches conference at 

Saddleback Church in Lake Forest California in July. It was the single best 

conference I have been to in more than 30 years!  Many of you have asked what  

it was about and what does it mean for Faith Lutheran. Let me answer that first 

question this month. To do that, I will let Rick Warren, Saddleback lead pastor 

answer that.  Here is what Rick wrote to us (emphasis is mine): òI was talking 

with a group of pastors in Rwanda a few months back, and they asked me to tell 

them what it meant to be a Purpose Driven church in as simple a way as 

possible. I said to them that the simplest way I know how to express what it 

means to be Purpose Driven is òto build Jesusõ church the way that Jesus wants 

it built.ó Jesus shows us how to build his church in both what he taught and what 

he modeled. 
 

Being Purpose Driven means youõre seeking as a church to do all that 

Jesus taught his church to do.  

òA great commitment to the great commandment and the great commission will 

grow a great church.ó In the great commandment and great commission of Jesus 

you find him talking about the five purposes of evangelism, fellowship, 

discipleship, ministry, and mission (Matthew 28:18-20). He talks about these 

purposes not only in these two passages, but also throughout his ministry ð 

possibly most clearly in his teaching to the disciples the night before he went to 

the cross in John 13-17. It is his church that we are building, so obviously we are 

going to do the things that he taught us to do in building it. 
 

Jesus not only taught us these principles, he also modeled them for us. Iõve 

found that for many pastors and church leaders it is the model of Jesus that 

gives clarity as to what they need to do in their church to balance Godõs 

purposes. One of the simplest ways to look at the ministry of Jesus is to 

understand that he had a ministry to the crowd and a ministry to the disciples. 

These two ministries were intertwined. As he ministered to the crowd, he was 

serving the disciples. As he was teaching the disciples, he was ministering to the 

crowd. He didnõt serve one or the other, he served both simultaneously. 
 

To be Purpose Driven is to have a ministry to the crowd and a ministry to the 

disciples. The crowd is the community around you who does not yet know Christ 

or has not yet connected with the Body of Christ as a place to grow and serve. 

The disciples, stating the obvious, are the group of believers in your church that 

you are seeking to help to grow in fulfilling Godõs purposes in their lives. 

So what does it mean in a practical way to follow the model of Jesus in 

ministering to the crowd and to the disciples? Here are the two ideas I gave my 

pastor friends in Rwanda. 
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Be sure and tune in to 

òWords of Faithó 

Broadcast on KWED 

1580 AM  

Sunday Mornings  
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Irene Menn 
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26thñHarold & 
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August 

Birthdays 
 

01 Debbie Lehmann 

01 Chuck Powell 

02 Diane Ratliff 

02 Bubba Eckhardt 

03 Laura  Nash 

03 Will Scull 

04 Boone Westerholm 

04 Robert Stoeltje 

05 Diane Terp 

06 Manuel Ramos 

06 Rene Castillo 

07 Ronnie Foreman 

07 Kelton Lange 

08 Tim Fox 

08 MôLiss Harrington 

08 Colleen Eckhardt 

08 Brenda Whalen 

09 Louann Fisher 

10 Elaine Kalkwarf 

11 Victoria Long 

11 Ronnie Glenewinkel 

12 Bill Ermel 

12 Eileen Schultz 

12 Hagan Boysen 

15 Sue Blumberg 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Jimécontinued 
 

1. Have a ministry to the crowd that includes being welcoming to 

them in your worship services. 
 

There are many kinds of ministry that we could and should have to the hurting 

world around us. Those ministries must meet the needs of your community. 

You help those who are hungry to be fed, those who are addicted to find 

recovery, those without jobs to find work, those in grief to get support, those 

without God to know God ð the needs are as many as the people in your 

community. The bridge to peopleõs hearts is to help them see how Christ can 

meet their deepest need, whether it be physical, emotional, relational, or 

spiritual. 
 

As that need is met, there must also be a bridge into the fellowship of the 

church ð because it is only in the church that we can find continued healing. 

Building that bridge has strategic parts to it that include language, culture, 

music, and accessibility. But above all of that is the simple need to be friendly 

to new people when they show up.  
 

I can say that even as a pastor Iõve been to many, many churches where Iõve 

felt like I was on the outside looking in. I could tell the people in the church 

loved and enjoyed each other by the way the spoke to each other ð I just 

didnõt feel invited in. I know we donõt do this intentionally, itõs just easier to 

talk to a friend instead of the person weõve never met. The point is that we 

must become intentional. While you may have greeters in your church, being 

welcoming is not the job of just a few greeters. Every single member is 

responsible for welcoming a new person at church, just as much as every 

single member of a family is responsible for welcoming a new baby into that 

family. 
 

2. Have a ministry to the disciples that includes a clear path that 

teaches them to do all Jesus commanded. 
 

Jesus taught us to òteach them to do all I have commanded you.ó He not only 

taught this, he also modeled it for us in his three years of working with the 

twelve disciples. Because this calling is so important, it cannot be left to 

chance. We must give disciples a clear path to living a life of healthy 

fellowship with believers, growth in Christ, serving others, living on mission, 

and worship of God. What is that pathway in your church? If you cannot 

identify it in seconds, I guarantee you that the new person in your church will 

rarely be able to find it at all. 
 

The longer Iõm in ministry, the more I appreciate the power of a clear pathway. 

Pathways inspire direction and movement. If you were to walk up to the edge 

of a forest thick with trees, your tendency would be to stand and enjoy the 

view. But if you walked up to that same forest and saw a clear path that 

wound its way through with beautiful flowers and markers on both sides and a 

sign over the entrance that said òThis path is for you,ó everything in you would 

want to take that path. When there is no clear pathway in your church, new 

people tend to stand back and enjoy the view instead of entering in to 

become involved. 

continued on pg. 3 
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August 

Birthdays 
 
 

15 Bryan Long 

17 Bonnie Pfeil 

17 Kevin Pfluger 

19 Cori Taylor 

20 Debbie Tucker 

20 Megan Campbell 

20 Jaxson Harvey 

21 John Ohlenbush 

22 Becca Franks 

22 Ashley Eckhardt 

22 Ted Engelhardt 

24 Maddy Coleman 

24 Melissa Poole 

24 Chase Boenig 

24 Adalyn Scaramozi 

25 Andy Kuehne 

26 Jan Howe 

26 Jo Ann Lange 

28 Renee Scull 

28 Lydia Whitwell 

29 Caull Casey 

29 Paetyn Franks 

30 Brandon Westerholm 

31 Ryan Vogel 

 

Church Council Communication Corner 
Church Council meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM in the 

small kitchen with an agenda-setting meeting on the first Tuesday of the month, 

also at 6:30 in the small kitchen. The Council encourages any member of the 

congregation who would like to bring something before the Council to contact any 

council member or attend the agenda-setting  

Highlights from the August Council Meeting: 
¶ September 9 will be a pot luck brunch honoring the first responders in 

Seguin. 
 

¶ First Communion classes will be held for eligible students this  fall, and  

Confirmation will resume in September. 
 

¶ The Youth and Education Call Committee had their initial meeting  June 

24. 
   

¶ Training on how to use RightNow Media for the congregation 
 

¶ Adult classes in the fallñagreement that several classes should be 

offered. 
 

¶ Church picnic will be held October 14. We will contact those signed up for 

the Church Picnic Committee. 
 

¶ Multimedia will have a cabinet built to house the components. 

From the Desk of Pastor Jimécontinued 
 

At Saddleback, the clearly marked start to the path is the CLASS series: 

101 ð Discovering Our Church Family 

201 ð Discovering My Spiritual Growth 

301 ð Discovering My Ministry 

401 ð Discovering My Life Mission 
These classes are the path to get our people started in their growth in Godõs 

purposes. The clear reason for the growth of Godõs people at Saddleback is 

the clear path of these classes where people make commitment to living by 

Godõs purposes. Weõve taught them almost every month for over 35 years! 

Why have over 42,000 people been baptized at Saddleback? Because weõve 

been welcoming to new people and taught Class 101 every month for 35 

years. Why is Saddleback one of the most generous churches in the world? 

Because weõve taught Class 201 (which focuses on the habits of Bible study, 

small group, and giving) every month. How is it that we have over half our 

members actively involved in over 500 different ministries? Because weõve 

taught Class 301 every month. How has Saddleback sent over 14,000 

members to do missions in every country on the planet? Because weõve 

taught Class 401 every month for year after year after year. Because God is 

always doing something great and something new, I believe there are 

churches just starting today that will see far greater fruit than this. And I 

believe that there are churches that have been faltering for decades in which 

God wants to do the possibly greater work of bringing new life. Our part is to 

follow the model and teaching of Jesus and to give a clear path to teach them 

all to do all that Jesus commanded. 
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August 

Anniversaries 
 

01 Clyde & Rita  

Whitwell 
 

01 Kevin & Fonda 

Mathis 
 

04 Jonathan & Margie 

Campbell 
 

11 Mark & Gail Herbold 
 

11 Ronnie & Linda 

Foreman 
 

14 Ed & Joyce 

Engelhardt 
 

15 Derick & Stephanie 

Kauitzsch 
 

19 Bill & Irys Hicklin 
 

25 Harold & Sherline 

Bogisch 
 

26 Paul & Elaine 

Kalkwarf 
 

27 G.P. & Dot Day 
 

31 Jesse & Deloris 

Atzger 
 

31 Ted & Doris 

Engelhardt 

Parish Education News 
Submitted by Diana Craver 
 

Summer will soon be over and the new Sunday 

School year is right around the corner! Rally Day 

will kick off the program on Sunday, August 

26th at 10:30 AM.  The Sunday School program 

is also in need of teachers for the fall, winter 

and  spring  quarters.  We  need  one  or  two 

teachers for 3rd through 5th grade, and we 

need one or two teachers for our high school 

class. If we get two teachers for each class, 

then you could set up a schedule where you teach every other month. This is a 

great ministry opportunity and a chance to mentor and get to know the 

children in our congregation. If you feel like the Lord is calling you to this 

important ministry,  please call  Diana Craver at  512-970-1340. The fall 

quarter begins in September. 

Camp Eagleñ2018  

21 youth and their 

sponsors Pastor Jim, 

Brandon Bogisch, 

LeAnne White and 

Janet Wolber spent a 

week in Rock Springs. 

They zip lined, 

mountain biked, swam, 

studied the Bible and 

grew closer to each 

other and Jesus Christ! 


