
 

From the Desk of Pastor Jim… 

   Change your mind! 
16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Whatever is good and 

perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the 

lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. 18 He chose 

to give birth to us by giving us His true word. And we, out of all creation, became 

His prized possession. James 1:16-18 (NLT) 
 

If you want to see lasting change in your life, you need to commit to a steady 

diet of God’s Word, the Bible. We all want to be spiritually and relationally 

healthy, but we fail to realize the power of this one habit – filling our minds daily 

with truth from our Creator. James 1:25 says, “The truly happy people are those 

who carefully study God’s perfect law that makes people free, and they 

continue to study it. They do not forget what they heard, but they obey what 

God’s teaching says.”  
 

We tend to believe a lot of lies – about God, about ourselves, about our world – 

and the result of believing those lies and repeating negative, untruthful thoughts 

is that we wind up depressed and distressed. We wind up dependent on things 

other than God. The way to change that mental pattern is to fill your mind with 

the Word of God. 
 

For emotional and spiritual stability and for mental health, I need to soak up all 

of the truth I possibly can from God’s Word so that my focus will be on the right 

things. And the Bible emphasizes at least three things I can focus on that can 

change the way I think. 

1. The Bible shows me Jesus. Think about Jesus. You’ve heard about the 

old cliché: you become what you think about most. If you read about Jesus, talk 

to Jesus, and focus your thinking on who He is, what He has done, and what He 

wants you to do, you’re going to become more like Jesus in your beliefs and in 

your behavior. When our character begins to line up with the character of Jesus, 

you know you’re changing in the right ways. 

2. The Bible gives me a burden for others. Philippians 2:4 says, “Don’t 

just think about your own affairs but be interested in others too and what they 

are doing.” The world around us teaches us to think about ourselves and 

nobody else. But it’s not about you. And it’s only in giving your life away that 

you’ll understand what it means to live.  

3. The Bible paints a big, eternal picture. There’s more to life than just 

here and now, but we fall into the trap of short-term thinking. Colossians 3:2 

says, “Let heaven fill your thoughts. Do not think only about things down here 

on earth.” My problems always seem smaller and always shorter term against 

the backdrop of heaven and eternity. I need to feed my mind on truth every day. 

I need to free my mind from destructive thoughts. I can choose not to think 

them by changing the way I think. Then I can focus my mind on the right thing. 

When I’m focused on the right thing, I don’t have time to pay attention to 

the wrong thing, and that’s where real life change starts. 
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3rd—David Moltz 
 

10th—Mary Grote 
 

17th—Karl & Sara 
Boysen 

 

24th—Mannel 
 

31st—Doris 
Beicker 

 

  

“Words of 
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in 
December 

 

3rd—Doris Rinn 
 

10th—Available 
 

17th—Available 
 

24th—Ronnie & 
Julia Glenewinkel 

 

31st—Patsy 
Bodine 
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December 

Birthdays 
 
 

02 Grant Boelter 

 

05 Katherine Biediger 

 

 05 Wayne Seidel 

 

 05 Kathryn Frase 

 

 05 Mike Mueller 

 

 05 Sheila Ullrich 

 

05 Doris Engelhardt 

 

06 Correen Dube 

 

06 Teressa Cope 

 

07 Kelly Koenig 

 

 07 Evelyn Hoffman 

 

09 Carolyn Sagebiel 

 

09 Coulter Casey 

 

  09 Rylee Flippin 

 

09 Blake Martinez 

 

10 Cade Lange 

 

 10 Sandra Vogel 

 

 10 Randy Smith 

 

10 Bill Bless 

 

11 Katie Patrick 

 Church Council Communication Corner 
Church Council meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 PM in the 

Activity Center with an agenda-setting meeting on the first Tuesday of the 

month, also at 6:30 in the small kitchen. The Council encourages any member 

of the congregation who would like to bring something before the Council to 

contact any council member or attend the agenda-setting and Council 

meetings for the month.  

Highlights from the November Council Meeting: 
 Discussed ways to make our church campus more secure at all times.  

Faith Lutheran leadership will attend a church security training seminar 

presented by the Seguin Police Department at the end of November.  

Discussed having church-wide active shooter training in January for all 

members to attend. 
 

 Discussed employee salaries and benefits for the 2018 budget. 
 

 Motion carried to accept the Nominating Committee’s recommendations 

for new council members: Tim Bogish, Fran Braun, and Lisa Warren. 

JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER… 
 

Contributions received after December 31st, even 

though placed in 2017 envelopes, will have to be 

recorded in 2018 for the Sunday on which the offering 

is actually received. This is in line with the regulations 

of the Department of Internal Revenue, which specifies 

that a gift is deductible only in the year in which it is 

actually made and not when it was due. 

Town Hall and Congregational Meetings Set  
A Town Hall Meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, December 3rd, at 6:00 

PM in the Activity Center. This will be an opportunity for Faith members to ask 

questions and make comments regarding the 2018 Church Budget. The 

Church Council has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 

17th, immediately following the service. The purpose of the meeting will be to 

approve the Programs of Christ’s Ministry through the people of Faith Lutheran 

Church (2018 Budget) and to extend the call to Pastor Jim Craver to serve as 

Faith’s Senior Pastor. Please plan to attend!  

Christmas Eve Services Scheduled 
Come and celebrate God’s special gift this Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 

24th, with two services: a 4:00 PM service and a 7:00 PM service. Holy 

Communion will be celebrated at each service. There will be no 11:00 PM 

service this year. Regular 9:00 AM worship will be held on Christmas Eve as 

well. Please join us to offer praise and worship to our Living God for the gift of 

love he has given us in Jesus Christ. While we are in the season of giving, 

please offer your unchurched friends the gift of Christ this year by inviting 

them to worship with you this Christmas Season. 
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December 

Birthdays 
 
 

11 Chase White 

 

14 Bertha Marie Keller 

 

15 Megan Harvey 

 

16 Tammy Bogisch 

 

 16 Tim Bogisch 

 

 16 Wally Braun 

 

17 Irys Hicklin 

 

18 Danny Neumann 

 

19 Kaitlyn Shanafelt 

 

21 Michael Poole 

 

22 John Wilke 

 

24 Cecil Schulze 

 

27 McKenna Baethge 

 

31 Wallace Dube 

 

31 Annie Parker 

 

Advent: A Time of Preparation!   
Pastor Jim Announces Sermon Topics  

From the earliest days of the Christian Church, Advent has been a 
time of preparation: preparation for celebrating the birth of Christ and 
preparing for His return! The Sundays of Advent at Faith Lutheran are 
designed for this very purpose!  Here is our focus: 
December 3: Text: Mark 13:1-36, Topic: Are you ready for the 
Return of Jesus Christ? Big Idea: In the distress that is to come, make 
sure your trust is properly focused! 
 

December 10: Text: Mark 1:1-8; Romans 14:17, Topic: Spirit-led living verses legalism   
Big Idea: Living in the power of the Spirit is 10,000 times better than religious legalism. 
 

December 17: Text: John 1:1-18, Topic: The good news of Christmas and the Incarnation 
of Jesus! Big Idea: The real story of Christmas is more wonderful and life-changing than we 
ever imagined! 
 

December 24 (morning worship) Text: Luke 1:26-38, Topic: The angel’s announcement 
to Mary.  Big Idea: Christmas is God making war against sin and saving people! 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, 4 & 7 PM with Holy Communion Text: John 1:14, 
Topic: Why Christ came. Big Idea: Christ stooped so low to show us His unimaginable 
glory.  

The Story Behind the Story! The Grace of God!   
One of the most beloved songs of the Christmas season started out 
as an advertising gimmick. In 1939 Montgomery Ward (how many 
remember this store?) tapped advertising executive Robert May to 
write a poem that their store Santa Claus could give away to children 
who came to visit him. "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" first 
appeared in a little booklet published by the department store chain. 
More than 2.5 million copies were handed out. And by 1946 more than 

6 million copies of the poem were distributed.  
 

Rudolph's story came to musical life in 1949 when May's brother-in-law, Johnny Marks, 
wrote the music. After it was turned down by Bing Crosby and Dinah Shore, singing cowboy 
Gene Autry recorded it. Today "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" is the highest-selling 
Christmas carol, at more than 25 million units.  
 

What makes this little carol so loved? Some people might say that it's the pluckiness and 
courage of Rudolph, the alleged hero of the story. But the real beauty of the story focuses on 
grace! By grace, Santa chooses Rudolph despite the fact that he's a clear outsider and 
"reject." He has a defect—his big, annoyingly shiny red nose—that has usually disqualified 
him from getting chosen for other reindeer games. But despite all the other available 
candidates, who did Santa choose (or "elect") when the fog rolled in? That's right, the one 
with the weird shiny red nose. The "weakness" that was considered a liability by Rudolph 
and his fellow reindeer became the "strength" that Santa used to accomplish his mission. 
The Bible constantly reminds us that God chose us by grace to be His!  
 

Ephesians 2 reminds us: 8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t 
take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we 
have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 
 

Make sure that the grace of God abounds in your home and in your relationships this 

Christmas season! – Pastor Jim 
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December 

Anniversaries 

 

08 Norman & 

Melba Govett 
 

09 Wallace & 

Correen Dube 
 

15 Patrick & 

Amy Casey 
 

17 Andrew & 

Susan 

Shanafelt 
  

31 David & 

Sydney Brucks 
 

Faith’s Family Christmas Celebration Slated for Dec. 10th  
Faith’s Family Christmas Celebration will be presented to the congregation on 

Sunday, December 10th, during the 9:00 AM service. The final rehearsal will 

be held at 9:30 AM on Saturday, December 9th. The presentation has been 

put together to delight those of all ages with a wonderful variety of live music, 

singing, and scripture reading. Please plan to be in church the day of the 

program to show support for everyone who has worked diligently to uphold 

this annual tradition. Please note, there will be no Sunday School classes 

that Sunday. Classes will resume on Sunday, January 7th, at 10:30 AM.   

Angel Tree Project to Benefit Nursing Home Residents 
The Social Concerns Committee is sponsoring an angel tree to 

benefit local nursing home residents. Please choose a tag from 

the angel tree in the foyer and sign the corresponding color 

sheet. All gifts should be wrapped  and need to be returned to 

the church by Sunday, December 17th. Please attach the angel 

tree gift tag to your gift(s). Thank you in advance for your 

generosity and helping to make someone’s Christmas a little 

merrier. 

Stewardship Thoughts -Submitted by Doris Engelhardt  

This month our congregation will be voting on a new budget for 2018, and on 

January 14, 2018, we will be bringing our annual Pledges and Time & Talent 

sheets forward to offer to God. Let's take a few minutes to consider what 

God's Word says about our giving. This is the November 1, 2017 devotion 

titled "Harvest Time" copied from Hope for Today - a daily devotional book by 

David Jeremiah: 

"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will 

also reap."  Galatians 6:7 
 

Agriculture has been an important factor in the development of civilization for 

thousands of years. In Genesis we read of Cain, who was a "tiller of the 

ground," while his brother Abel, tended sheep. As people planted and then 

harvested crops, a foundational principle of God's creation was shown -- God 

gives more than is given. We plant one kernel of grain and harvest hundreds 

of new kernels. Some are eaten, some are saved for next year's planting, 

some are sold, and some are shared with those in need. 
 

That principle of abundance is illustrated throughout Scripture, most generally 

in Galatians 6:7: We reap as we sow. Paul expands the idea in 2 Corinthians 

9:6, saying "If we sow abundantly, we will reap in abundance; if we sow 

sparingly, we will reap sparingly." The principle of abundant harvest makes it 

possible to give generously and glorify God. The principle of an abundant 

harvest is part of God's blessing on creation. Our part is to sow generously; 

God's part is to bless generously in return. 
 

Look for ways to be generous with your time, talent, and treasure. Instead of 

an instinctive "No," learn to say "Yes" more often. God always returns more 

than we give. 
 

Please think and pray seriously about God's principle of abundance when you 

consider what you will offer to God for 2018 through your tithes, offerings, 

time and talents.  May God bless you as you give. 
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Item of the Month 
for Christian 

Cupboard 
Donations 

 

For the month of 

December, the 

Christian Cupboard 

states that  their most 

needed item is non-

perishable fruit. This 

includes any brand or 

type of fruit , including 

dried, canned and pie 

filling. Please bring 

your donations to 

church through 

December 31st, and 

place them in the 

basket in the narthex 

marked Christian 

Cupboard. Faith’s 

members have been 

wonderful supporters 

of the Christian 

Cupboard, and the 

Social Concerns 

Committee thanks you 

for your ongoing 

generosity.  

Uganda Mission Outreach -Submitted by Linda Dietz  

What does it mean to be a Christian? A follower of 
Christ? If we say we are a Christian, what are our 
responsibilities? Did Jesus give us any instructions to 
follow as his disciple? Any commands? There are several 
commands, but I would like to consider Matthew 28:18-20 
as a clear instruction to believers in Christ. And Jesus 
said to his disciples, “All authority in Heaven and on Earth 
has been giving to me. Therefore, go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching them all that I have 
commanded. And remember, I am with you until the end 

of the age.” Are Christians in the United States obeying this command? Unfortunately, 
looking at the health of the church in America, Christians in America are not sharing 
their faith and making disciples.  

 

The mission experience in Uganda from November 2 – November 12 was truly 
amazing. The ministry outreach was to the people group in the Kapchorwa region – the 
Kupsabiiny. This people group is classed as an unreached people group, meaning less 
than 5% are Evangelical Christians. Much of their faith is rooted in native traditions and 
tribal culture. Our outreach team included 3 Americans and 6 Ugandans – 3 from 
Kampala in central Uganda and 3 from the Kapchorwa region. It was truly exciting to 
witness their passion to share Christ with others using the No Place Left discipleship 
method. A passion we in America are sadly lacking. In six days, 7 churches were 
trained in the No Place Left Method to share their story, a gospel presentation and how 
to lead a new home group. In all 210 church members were trained. Each afternoon we 
walked in groups of 2-3 in the village around the church. This resulted in 852 gospel 
shares, 402 persons accepting Christ and 164 home groups started. Amazing results 
for only about 12 hours of outreach!   
  

I’d like to share a story about Amos, a young man who came for training the first two 
days and then joined the training team for the remaining 4 days. Amos and his wife 
walked for 3 hours to attend the training on Monday. Walking is not uncommon for the 
Ugandan people – they don’t have cars, and in the mountainous area of Mount Elgon, 
bicycles were not an option. Motorcycles can be procured as a taxi, but that costs 
money. At the end of the day, as Amos and his wife started out to return home, Janelle 
Williams gave them money for the motorcycle taxi – Amos’s wife was 8 1/2 months 
pregnant. They were back for training on Tuesday.  At the end of the second day of 
training and outreach, Amos joined the team, and his wife took the motorcycle ride 
home. She gave birth on Wednesday to a healthy baby girl!   
 

My life was truly blessed by the passion and love of Christ that I saw each day I was in 
Uganda. They are willing to do whatever it takes to share Christ with the unchurched 
They are driven by Romans 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life through Christ Jesus.” They want to share this gift of Eternal Life with 
everyone. 
  

In July 2018, John Williams will be leading teams for two weeks in Uganda – week one 
in the Rhino South Sudanese refugee camp near Arua in north western Uganda, and 
week two in the beautiful Fort Portal area of western Uganda. Please seriously 
consider joining one or both teams. Your life in Christ will be forever changed. 
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No doubt about it, the news in recent weeks has been grim as we have been 
bombarded by story after story of violence that has erupted on our own homeland. In 
the span of just a few short weeks we've awoken to stories of racially motivated 
hatred that sparked violence in Charlottesville, the senseless mass shooting of concert
-goers in Las Vegas which killed dozens and injured scores more, and the brutal and 
inexplicable massacre of more than two dozen Christian worshippers far too close to 
home in Sutherland Springs, Texas.  
 

And as human beings and Americans we grieve and cry out all sorts of questions: why 
all the suffering, the hatred, and the violence? What's going on here and how can we 
stop it? Some answer with cries for gun control. Others answer it with a call for law-
abiding citizens to bear arms. But as Christians, in addition to lovingly supporting and 
encouraging those directly victimized by this senseless violence, what is our unique 
calling and witness in response to this season of increasing violence? I believe that 
the Church can provide leadership to our culture and society by responding faithfully 
at this dark and difficult hour.  
 

First of all, we cannot react out of fear. The most frequent command of God in all of 
Scripture is to not be afraid. Fear is destructive, and worry is its harmful cousin. I've 
heard it said before that worry is the misuse of God's gift of imagination. Remember 
Jesus asked, "Can any of you add one moment to his life-span by worrying?" So 
reacting in fear or worry is simply not a faithful response. 
 

Instead, I believe that the Church must respond with a deep conviction and 
determination to bring about Gospel-transformation and to love one another with a 
Christ-like love. NFL quarterback Carson Wentz responded to the Las Vegas shooting 
with a tweet stating simply that "The World needs Jesus in a bad way." I couldn't 
agree more. Followers of Jesus can and will disagree about the merits of both gun 
control and bearing arms, but we simply must agree with Carson Wentz's faithful 
response: the world desperately needs Jesus. 
 

So Church, let this be a wake-up call to our collective negligence in delivering the 
transformative Gospel of Jesus Christ to our communities. And instead of being 
preoccupied with developing defensive security plans and procedures or mobilizing 
people for a political agenda, let's get preoccupied with our most important task of 
sharing Jesus. We proclaim and trust that Christ is King and acknowledge that he 
commands us to neither fear nor worry. Therefore in faith we shall respond to this 
evil with the proclamation and incarnation of God's amazing grace in our 
communities and wherever we have influence and do so in the face of fear with the 
peace of God that surpasses all human understanding. 
 

"The Lord is my light and my salvation-whom should I fear?" - Psalm 27:1  
 

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District.   Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach 
congregations on mission.  Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.  Like us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/lcmctexas  © 2017 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 

The World 

Needs Jesus  

Poinsettias to 

Brighten 

Sanctuary 
 

The chancel area will 

be decorated with 

poinsettias for services 

on Dec. 24th. If you 

would be willing to 

share your plants, 

please bring them to 

church by noon on 

Thursday, Dec. 21st. If 

you would like your 

poinsettia to be in 

memory or in honor of 

someone, please call 

the church office with 

this information by 

noon on Wednesday, 

Dec. 20th, so that a 

complete list of names 

can be published in 

the bulletins. 

Poinsettias will need to 

be cleared from the 

sanctuary by Dec. 29th. 

Before leaving your 

plants at church, 

please label with your 

name to make 

identification easier.  



OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO 
 

Jeff Mueller Donald Jackson Wallace Dube    

Judy Saunders Nora Lavalett Julie Sagebiel   

Sydney Brucks Dorothy Burris  Laura Nash    

Jim Leiber Tootsie Rodgers       Doug Eckhardt                                            

Correen Dube Lisa Boenig        Marie Karm    

Kathryn Frase Glenda Leiber Charlene Nelson  

Jeri Mires                     Ken Pfeil  Lisa Lohmeyer                                

Colleen Eckhardt  Donna Boelter  Kathy Ersch   

Tracy Stollewerk Stephanie Kauitzsch Jenn Baethge   Marilyn McLauchlan, mother of Jamie Shashack 

              Robert Coldewey, father of Melba Govett 

            Nancy Mercer, friend of Kim, Deborah, and Diane 

 Judy Parker, aunt of Sara Edwards 

  Ron Ridge, father of Syndra Schulze 

  Cherie Almand, friend of Vanita Hodge 

  Doug Brown, brother of Sammie Pooley-Means   

  Kim Isaacs, sister of Kristin Moum 

                       Rossi Flores, friend of Syndra Schulze 

Felix Hahn, Jr., father of Margie Campbell                            Matt, Melissa, and Ella Graves, family of Sharon Stollewerk 

Pastor Alma and Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Pharr, Texas                  Bill Mires, Jr, son of Geri Mires 

Dianne Mueller, mother of Mike Mueller                                  Michelle Waag, friend of Cliff and Debbie Lehmann  

Art Hiltgen, brother/uncle of Glenda Leiber/Nicole Dietz    June Foerster, mother of Steve Foerster 

Family of Barney Cruz, friends of many Faith Members    Miles Takington, friend of Cliff and Debbie Lehman 

Leigh Couch, sister of Kathy Ersch                                  Betty Wiederstein, sister of Dorothy Burris 

Glen, Gene, and Wanda Badgett, family of Clara Fischer              Marilyn Lubbering, niece of Dorothy Burris   

Nancy Rodgers, sister of Damon Rodgers                                   Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun   

John Brannan, friend of Steve and Susan Foerster                    Joe Trevino, boyfriend of Irma Jaramillo  

Diane Allbaugh, friend of Birdie Kuempel                                  Nancy Swanger, friend of Lisa Lohmeyer  

Faye Henze, sister of Birdie Kuempel                                                    Judi Pyburn, sister of Jerry Vogel 

Lessie Shashack, mother of Steve and Jamie Shashack              Audrey/Amelia Hettinger, friends of Margie Campbell     

Pam Taggart, sister of Lisa Lohmeyer                                   Nancy Bittrich, sister of Susan Wuest 

Liza Mossler, former daughter-in-law of Fred & Sue Blumberg               Bridgette Smith, great-great niece of Clara Fischer  

Jan Baker, Josephine Williams, friends of Sara Edwards                         Donna Becker, sister of Debbie Lehmann  

Brook Peterson Johnson, friend of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington        Brenda Hodge, step-mother of Richard Hodge                                

Kenny Mertz, nephew of Lee Roy and Jody Schievelbein                        Emmett & Dolores Engelke, friend of Ted and Doris Engelhardt 

Doug Kunze, cousin of Harry Dietz, Sr.        Bill P. Davis, friend of Roxanne Heckmann  

George Walker, father of Sara Edwards        Eric Moum, brother of Kristin Moum                     

Willie Mae Brondstad, mother of Donna Boelter                          Dennis and Monica Melton, friend of Katharine Schievelbein 

Landon Douglass, friend of Lisa Lohmeyer                                    Reid Strauss, great-grandson of Carla Anderson 

Richard Luensmann, friend of the Reiley Family                                      Kris Ann Martin, friend of  Susan Foerster 

Kyle Worthy, friend of Kim Kauitzsch        Bridget Klein, niece of Debbie & Cliff Lehmann    

Leroy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt        Amy Norris, friend of the Kuempel family 

Randall Ingalls, friend of Faith Lutheran                            Hector Gutierrez, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg 

Hope Dorfmeister, friend of Anita Hoff         Mary Kroeger, sister of John Taddy                           

Terri Hinson and family, sister of Sara and Manuel Ramos   Mike McGrath, family of John Kuempel  

Genevieve Moore, friend of Mark & Sharon Westerholm    Sharen Carley, seeks a kidney donor, friend of Fonda Mathis 

Molly Lind, friend of Chase and LeAnne White       John Wiesner, friend of Ted and Doris Englehardt   

Teddie Lou Stephens, cousin of Ted Engelhardt        Jon Delagarza, friend of Jessie and Katharine Schievelbein  

Dan Daniels and Family, friends of Valerie Doerfler      David Van Booven, friend of Manuel and Sara Ramos 

Pauline Schmueckle, friend of Doug and Colleen Eckhardt   Cathy Beicker, daughter-in-law of Doris Beicker                             

Larry Fortune, friend of Faith Via de Cristo Group        John Murphy, relative of Pat Bodine & M’Liss Harrington 

Ray Barnes, brother of Karl Boysen 

** Please note: if someone you have placed on 

this list has been helped by our prayers, please 

notify the church office so the person's name 

can be removed. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 
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Prayers for Those 

In the Military 
 

At this time in the life 

of our nation and all 

that is happening 

throughout the world, 

it is most appropriate 

that we remember in 

our prayers those in 

the military and their 

families.  Please 

remember in your 

daily prayers the 

following military 

personnel and their 

families: 

Ann Sagebiel 

Stoney Portis 

Todd Wegner 

David Daniels 

Raul Davila III 

Tony Leal, Jr. 

Shannon Nance 

Brad Dillon 

Victor J. Rodriquez 

Amanda Sagebiel 

Cameron Koehler 

Michael McBride 

Jason Sagebiel 

Michael Fruehling 

Shelly Park 

Ricky Fryer 

Brian Branin 

Jason Hubbard 

Lance England 

Preschool News 
Submitted by Preschool Director Sharon Stollewerk 

The two-year-olds 

Mother's Morning 

Out Class made a 

beautiful book on 

God's Creation. 

Everyday they 

added a different 

page until it was 

complete. They 

learned all about 

how God made our 

big beautiful 

world! Mrs. Chris 

and Ms. Avis are so 

proud of the 

children's hard 

work. They have 

been working hard on learning to share with their friends, staying in line, and 

using good manners. Brown Day was celebrated with everyone wearing brown 

clothing and enjoying a special treat of chocolate pudding and chocolate milk. A 

special Thanksgiving "feast" was held with turkey cookies, applesauce, and ham 

and cheese.   
 

The Three Day Preschool Class had a fun month. They experimented with color 

mixing and made new colors by mixing red and blue and blue and yellow paint.  

They then made their favorite color collage. They studied which foods are growing 

foods and which are treat foods. They learned about the season of fall and made 

a beautiful picture by painting with acorns. They enjoyed a Thanksgiving feast with 

their teachers and friends. 
 

The Five Day Preschool Classes began the month studying shapes, and have 

become quite good at recognizing all of them! The unit on healthy habits taught 

them the importance of brushing teeth, washing hands, and covering your cough 

or sneeze. They learned to classify healthy foods and unhealthy foods and are 

trying to remember to eat more of the good ones! One of their favorite units is 

Native Americans and Pilgrims. They made a hide with symbols, an Indian boy or 

girl doll that resembled them, and a handprint Mayflower. Each day they tasted a 

special food that the Indians might have eaten: blackberries, nuts, beans, squash, 

and fish. (sardines) :(  They learned the story of the first Thanksgiving and enjoyed 

a traditional feast of turkey, dressing, corn, green beans, cranberry sauce, corn 

muffins, and pumpkin pie. Their Thankful Turkey displayed the things that they are 

most thankful for: Jesus, Mommy and Daddy, brother and sister, Grandma and 

Grandpa, food, house, puppies and kitties, teachers, going fishing and hunting, 

the sun, birds, and of course...hot tubs! 
 

The entire staff would like to express how very thankful we are for all of our 

wonderful families, and the Faith Lutheran congregation that continues to love 

and support us. We count you as our special blessings! Happy Thanksgiving from 

the Preschool!   



WOMEN OF FAITH IN DECEMBER 
 

CHARITY CIRCLE—No regular meeting in December. 

LOVE CIRCLE—Christmas Party, December 19th, 9:30 AM, Activity Center 

HOPE CIRCLE—Thursday, December 21st, 2:00 PM, home of Johanna Lange 

2018 Women of Faith Officers: 
  Charity Circle Co-chairs – Doris Engelhardt and Colleen Eckhardt 

  Love Circle Chair – Nancy Wieding,  

  Hope Circle Chair – Carolyn Sagebiel 

  Treasurer and Church Women United Representative – Brenda Bloch  

  LWR Quilt Coordinator – Sherline Bogisch    
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Prayers of the Congregation Are Requested for:  
the family of Richard Weaver, who passed through death into eternal 

life on November 14, 2017. His family will hold a private memorial at a 

later date in Ohio. 
 

the family of Helen Stein, mother-in-law of Al Bacon, who passed 

through death into eternal life on November 9, 2017. Her funeral was 

held on November 15th at First Baptist Church. 
 

the family of Margie Graeber, sister-in-law of Clarence Urban, who 

passed through death into eternal life on November 22, 2017. A 

celebration of her life was held on December 2nd at First United 

Methodist Church in Shoreline.  

  MEN OF FAITH 
The Men of Faith Lutheran Church will meet  for  

breakfast and Bible study  on Saturday, December 16th, 

at 8:30 AM at Reyna’s Mexican Restaurant at 707 E. 

Kingsbury Street. Please note the change in location as 

the men’s breakfast will continue to be held there.  

Greetings in the Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

 

On behalf of registered trustees of the Bishop Martin Fuataeli Shao 

Foundation, I want to register our sincere appreciation for the donation of 

Four Million Four hundred Thirty two Thousand and Three  Hundred 

Tanzanian shillings (4,432,300/=) the funds will support Lole Orphans 

Parish Goat Project as  well as orphans facing education financial constraints 

and medical treatment. 
 

I want to thank God for all who have been touched by the objectives of this 

foundation and open their hands to support it. We wish you God’s blessing 

and always request you to pray for this foundation to meet the needy ones. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Martin F. Shao 

Founder/Retired Bishop 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Blessings to all the 

members of Faith 

Lutheran Church! 

Your generosity has 

once again been 

overflowing to our 

ministry and all of the 

people we serve, 

particularly the most 

young, vulnerable, 

and at-risk in our 

community. The 

barbecue plate 

fundraiser hosted 

once again (for the 

15th year!) by FLC 

netted over $8,000! 

Special thanks to the 

barbecue crew and 

the GVCCC Board 

representatives from 

Faith: Candi Andrews, 

BJ Chambers, and 

Janet Wolber. 
 

From the Board of 
Directors of the 

Guadalupe Valley 
Christian Counseling 

Center, and our 
infinitely grateful 

GVCCC Executive 
Director,  

Nick Wilkens 
 



If this calendar appears too small to be useful, please come by the church office to 
pick up a larger print version. 

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation classes will meet through Wednesday, December 13th, 

at 6:45 PM. Students will have a winter break and then classes will 

resume Wednesday, January 10th, at 6:45 PM.  
 

Family Bowling Night—December 17th 

Youth Group - Faith Family bowling Night! The youth ministry of Faith 

is hosting a Faith Family bowling event Sunday, December 17th at 

Pintwist from 4:00 to 6:00 PM! The cost for bowling and shoe rental 

will be greatly reduced. Please let Pastor Jim or the church office 

know if you will attend. Join us for fun and fellowship! Email Pastor 

Jim at pastorjim@faithseguin.org. 

               DECEMBER 2017
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

ABBREVIATION KEY: 10:00-11:00AM (AC) Al-Anon. 9:00AM Christmas Decorating

AC= Activity Center

Attention 6:00-9:00PM (LEC) Rental Master

Ed Wing= Education Wing Gardener Christmas Party

LEC= Life Enrichment Center

Rentals

Sant= Sanctuary

Sm Kit= Small Kitchen

Staff Meeting

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9:00AM (Sant) Worship w/Holy 6:50AM-8:00AM(Sm Kit) Prayer 3-3:45PM (LEC)TLU Students 9:00-12:00PM (AC) Sewing 9:00-3:15PM (Ed Wing) Classical 10:00-11:00AM (AC) Al-Anon.

Communion Group 5:30PM(Sant) Evening Prayer 12-1:00PM (AC) Prayer Group Conversation Class

10:30AM (AC/Ed Wing) Sunday 12PM(AC) Ladies Bible Study 6:30-7:00PM(Sm Kit) Council 4:00-6:00 (LEC) Open Gym-Youth 3-3:45PM (LEC)TLU Students Choir Sings At Red Barn

School 6:30PM (AC) Preschool Board Board 6:00PM (Sant) Hand Bells 6:45PM (AC) Bible Study-Behold 6:45PM

6:00 PM (AC)Town Hall Meeting 7:00PM Committee Meetings 6:30PM Chancel Singers Your God Bible Study

6:45PM Confirmation

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:00AM(Sant) Faith Family 6:50AM-8:00AM(Sm Kit) Prayer 9:00-11:30AM (AC) Retired 9:00 AMPreschool Singing At 6:45PM (AC) Bible Study-Behold 10:00-11:00AM (AC) Al-Anon. 8:30AM Men of Faith Breakfast

Christmas Celebration Group Teachers Meeting Seguin Assisted Living Your God Bible Study At Reynas Mexican Restaurant

10:30AM (AC/Ed Wing) Sunday 12PM(AC) Ladies Bible Study 1:00PM Staff Meeting 9:00-12:00PM (AC) Sewing

School 5:30PM(Sant) Evening Prayer 12-1:00PM (AC) Prayer Group 5:00-9:00PM (AC) Rental

6:30PM(Sm Kit) Council Meeting 6:00PM (Sant) Hand Bells

6:45PM Confirmation

7:00PM Chancel Singers

Preschool Last Day

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:00AM (Sant) Worship w/Holy 6:50AM-8:00AM(Sm Kit) Prayer 9:30AM(AC) Love Circle 9:00-12:00PM (AC) Sewing 2:00PM Hope Circle Home Of CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

Communion Group Christmas Party 12-1:00PM (AC) Prayer Group Johanna Lange OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON

Congregational  Meeting 12PM(AC) Ladies Bible Study 12:00PM Staff Christmas Party

Immediately Following Service 7:00PM Charity Circle 5:30PM(Sant) Evening Prayer

4-6PM Faith Family Bowling At 6:00PM Detention Ministry

Pintwist Meeting (Ed Wing) *Newsletter Deadline*
Angel Tree Gifts Due At Church

                          Faith Rings Bells For Salvation Army

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:00AM (Sant) Worship CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 5:30PM(Sant) Evening Prayer 9:00-12:00PM(AC) Sewing 10:00-11:00AM (AC) Al-Anon.

4PM(Sant) Christmas Eve Worship OFFICE CLOSED 12-1:00PM(AC) Prayer Group

w/ Holy Communion

7PM(Sant) Christmas Eve Worship 

w/ Holy Communion

31
9:00AM (Sant) Worship w/Holy

Communion



December 3rd December 10th December 17th December 24th Christmas Eve December 31st

Deloris Atzger N/A  Jesse Atzger N/A K/A Cantrell, G.Herbold-4PM Harold Bogisch

Mark Herbold N/A Linda Dietz N/A  T.Bogisch, E. Engelhardt Doris Engelhardt

Brenda Bloch N/A Dianne Chambers N/A and Ric Landvatter-7PM Bill Ermel

Deloris Atzger Jud Alexander K. Schievelbein Dianne Chambers W. Braun, M. Herbold-4PM Gail Herbold

Lisa Owen Albert Menn Bill Ermel Jesse Atzger L. Owen, J. Alexander-7PM Deloris Atzger

Jesse Atzger Vanita Hodge Melvin Boelter Kerry Koehler Tim Bogisch Tim Bogisch

Doug Bierstedt Vicki Cheatham Bill Ermel Andrew Koenig Wally Braun Wally Braun

Fred Blumberg Brandon Westerholm Ronnie Foremann John Kuempel Brian Dahl Brian Dahl

David Moltz Chase White Clem Howe Matt Sherwood Ric Landvatter Ric Landvatter

Bryan Terp LeAnne White Danny Neumann Jon Ullrich Albert Menn Albert Menn

Stan Wieding    Kim Kauitzsch Emma Jean Baker Harold Bogisch

P. & D. Neumann N/A P. & D. Neumann N/A P. & D. Neumann P. & D. Neumann

Vicki Bierstedt N/A Vicki Bierstedt N/A Vicki Bierstedt Vicki Bierstedt

Aid at Altar Gail Herbold N/A Kim Kauitzsch N/A Phyllis Neumann-4PM Phyllis Neumann

Lydia Whitwell N/A Lydia Whitwell N/A Lydia Whitwell Lydia Whitwell

Diane Gwyther N/A Diane Gwyther N/A Diane Gwyther Diane Gwyther

Carly Bornemann Carly Bornemann Carly Bornemann Carly Bornemann Carly Bornemann Carly Bornemann

Kelsey Shanafelt Kelsey Shanafelt Kelsey Shanafelt Kelsey Shanafelt Kelsey Shanafelt Kelsey Shanafelt

K. Schievelbein Ronnie Foreman Ron Vanbeek Ronnie Glenewinkel Damon Rodgers

Clarice Ullrich Linda Foreman Joan Vanbeek Julia Glenewinkel Tootsie Rodgers
GREETERS

USHERS

ALTAR 

GUILD

Clean Up

Set Up

NURSERY 

HELPERS

COUNT

Sund ay  School 

& Church

SERVING FAITH IN DECEMBER 2017

COMMUNION

COMMUNION

COMMUNION

COUNT

LAY READERS

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH RETREAT - April 20-22, 2018 
PLAN AHEAD - make plans NOW to join the Faith Lutheran Family for a 

weekend retreat of fun, fellowship, learning and of course, good food. Our 

retreat will be held Friday evening - Sunday morning (April 20-22, 2018) at 

Leisure Resort on the San Marcos River in Fentress - just 20 miles from Faith. 

Besides the river, the camp has a pool, volleyball and basketball courts, 

horseshoes, and miniature golf course; so there should be plenty to do. 
 

We will use their Club House for a central gathering place for Friday evening 

and Saturday; there will be planned activities and a potluck meal and church 

service Saturday evening. We will have a special guest speaker for the 

weekend - Bryce Formwalt, Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas 

District. Members of the congregation who do not wish to spend the weekend 

are welcome to come out to join us for the day on Saturday.  
  

Each family is responsible for making their own reservations by calling: 512-213-0112 or 800-248-4103.  

Please Note:  All regular RV site & cabin prices will be reduced by a 30% discount for all attending our Faith 

Retreat Weekend. Be sure to tell them you are with the Faith Lutheran Church Retreat when making your 

reservation.  Please try to make your reservations early, as Leisure Resort is very popular, and they have a 

limited number of cabins and RV sites that they are temporarily holding for us. Also, if we have 10 

reservations by the end of January, they will allow us to use their Club House free of charge. 

Leisure Resort has concrete pads with full hook ups for RV's under beautiful, large pecan trees, shady 

water and electric sites for pop-ups and tents and 3 different style cabins that sleep from 4 - 6 people.  

They even have a tree house that sleeps 5; but this has no plumbing. You must provide your own linens 

and cooking utensils in all rental units; no pets or smoking allowed in any rental unit. One tent is allowed on 

each rental unit site (except for the Duplex Cabins) for an additional $10 (but maximum of 6 people per 

site, including the tent.) 
 

See their website at www.LeisureResort.net for more information, pictures, and complete details of what 

each cabin has in it and the regular cost (but remember you will get a 30% discount). Also, look for a 

display with pictures and brochures and park maps in the narthex.  
 

We still need additional Retreat Committee Members. Please contact Doris Engelhardt or Chuck or  Sue 

Powell if interested in helping us plan our retreat. 
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PRESCHOOL & EXTENDED  

CARE STAFF 

 Director/Teacher…Sharon Stollewerk 

 5 Day Teacher/EC…...Paula Neuman 

 3 Day Teacher…..…..Angela Beasley 

 Preschool Aide….…..Georgie Dittrich 

 MMO Teacher…………...Chris Brown 

 MMO Aide…….....……….Avis Herrick 

 5 Day Aide/EC Teacher...Sheri Scaief 

 Volunteer………....……..Nancy Estes 

                                     

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 Pastor………..Jim Craver 

 FLC Administrator...Danny Neumann 

 Evangelism Director…...Harry Dietz 

 Communications Dir…Teressa Cope 

 Church Secretary….....Angie Rohde 

 Music  Director…………....Roxanne 

              Heckmann 

 Organist / Pianist ……Annette Stout 

   

 

Ric Landvatter, President … Evangelism Committee 

Albert Menn, Vice-President … Junior High Youth Committee 

Katharine Schievelbein, Secretary … Preschool Committee 

Doris Engelhardt, Treasurer … Stewardship Committee 

Dianne Chambers, Asst. Treasurer …Parish Education Committee 

Lisa Owen… Mission Outreach Committee 

Ed Engelhardt … Worship Committee 

Julia Glenewinkel … Social Concerns Committee 

Kim Koenig … Senior High Youth Committee 

George Mannel … Property Management Committee 

 

What’s Happening  

in December? 
 

Committee Meetings— 

Tuesday, Dec. 5, 7 PM 
 

Christmas Celebration— 

Sunday, Dec. 10, 9 AM 
 

Church Council— 

Dec. 12, 6:30 PM 
 

Congregational 

Meeting—Dec. 17,  

after worship 
 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Services— 

Dec. 24, 4 & 7 PM 

 


